
Dear Relatives, Friends and Benefactors 

Through this humble newsletter, the members of our Missionary Society are reaching out to you as a 

friend, partner in mission and benefactor.  

Pope Francis has dedicated this year to the Family. 

The family is the domestic Church. All ideologies that based themselves on the rejection of God always 

attacked and tried to destroy the family, especially by denigrating the woman. The woman risks her life to 

give life. Many fail to understand the sacredness of the womb. Our role as Church is to uphold the family 

which can be the place of great benefit for each one of us; yet the family can also be a place of great 

distress! 

In an attempt to help strengthen our families we are listing ten statements for you to reflect upon and 

consider. We would appreciate if you could write back to us with your comments on these statements. 

(Please send your reflections to: lelidega@hotmail.com) 

Article prepared by Fr Noel Bianco mssp 

 

Reflection on the family by Sinan, Joanne, Olivia, 

Daniella, Francis and Isaac DANIEL. 

 Since the beginning of creation, God started with 

a family,  when he created Eve to be with Adam in the 

garden of Eden. The fifth commandment of God to the 

People of Israel is for children to honour their parents. 

In the New Testament, Jesus emphasised that the unity 

between a man and a woman was not to be severed 

easily and declared his love for the children.  

 The apostle Paul, filled with of the Holy Spirit instructed: ‘Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ 

also loved the church, and gave himself for it’ (Ephesians 5:25). Moreover he also preached that: ‘For this 

reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one 

flesh.’ (Ephesians 5:33). 

 Christians should be guided by the Word of God even before they start their families. Currently 

there is a mentality that it would be easier not to be married. While some people are called to live a single 

life in service of the community, others may choose to remain single to avoid the burden of commitment 

that comes with family life and child bearing. 

 As we look at the family through God’s eyes, we know that the family includes a true Christian life 

within it. Husbands and wives need to put themselves last, and put each other and their children first. 

Service, care, compassion, unconditional love, forgiveness, humility and empathy, are all Christ’s 

commandment to us, gifts that one will often need to refer to in order to be able to live family life. 

 Most of us are alienated by the distractions of the modern world and its challenges. However, for us 
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1.   Let us make of our families a place 

of shelter from the storms of life; 

a place where people are held 

tenderly and where the little child 

in each one of us can be 

nourished; 

where past wounds can be healed. 



as a family, we try our 

best to find different 

times when we can all 

meet. Mealtimes are 

important moments 

when we come 

together in one place 

as a family. We are 

careful to remove all 

distractions of phones 

or TV. We always begin 

our meals with a 

prayer, no matter 

where we are or who is with us. Before each meal a member of the family, including the children, is 

randomly chosen and invited to lead us in prayer. 

 Prayer helps us to stop, think and connect 

with our creator, and to thank him for everything. 

Through prayer we also connect with each other as 

our prayers give us more openness to pray about 

anything we need or want, including ‘Santa’s 

Presents.’ In the end, it is only through God’s grace 

that we can face life’s difficulties.  

 

 

 

 

Be happy. Persevere in the grace which you have recieved in 

abundance. You have prayer; a communication with God. You 

have the tabernacle, where Jesus is present, always  ready to 

accept your prayers.  

Prayer and the Eucharist are the means that help you to 

preserve in you the vivid grace of the Sacrament of marriage.  

Through prayer and the Eucharist you will have joy throughout 

all your life.  

And when the years and the burden of a life spent in holy 

fatigue make your hair turn white, you will still feel young. 

Young in your thinking, in your love and in the young age of 

your children. If you educate your children properly, they will 

also reflect your own virtues. 

 Joseph De Piro to a newly married couple. 

2. Let us make our family home a place 

where there is freedom for everyone to 

speak and share their lives and their 

thoughts with one another.  

Let there be no hidden agendas and 

secrets that destroy trust.  

Let it be a place where a spade can be 

called a spade! 

3. Let us make our homes a 

haven where our young can 

rebel and still be respected,  

where they can find their 

identity and assert their 

personality,  

where they can show their 

anger appropriately. 

4. Let us make of our homes a place of nurture,  

a place of healing,  

a place where we can offer our hearts so that we may grow beautifully together.  

A place where there is no fear either from the parents or the children,  

a place where we do not need to walk on egg shells all the time. 



Reflection on the family by Lee-Ann, Roger, 

Matthew and Camilla BAATJIES 

 In our family, faith simply means to take the 

next step forward, knowing that our loving Father 

wants only what is best for us; ultimately that is life 

with Him for all eternity.  

 Our experience of being family is to have a safe 

refuge, to know that we are loved; family is where we 

share. Some of our family’s greatest highlights have 

been when our children received the Sacraments, 

participating in the life of the parish, and when we 

have the all-too-rare occasions to be with the rest of 

our family in our home country.  

 We also thank God for the many graces in 

the little moments of family life, when the 

children share some insight or ask a question, 

which makes us think that something of the Holy 

Spirit is stirring in them. 

 We understand that we do not undertake 

this journey on our own, we are part of the faith 

community of the Paulist Missionaries at 

St James the Apostle Parish. Through the Paulists 

we have had many opportunities to share and 

experience God’s transforming love in mission.  

 In 2019, our lives were enriched by playing 

a small part in the Melbourne visit of the Jose 

De Piro Youth Orchestra. Some months later we 

also had the opportunity to visit with them in 

their village. To see God glorified through their immense musical talent and dedication has been so 

encouraging for us and we regard those kids and all who support them as part of our own family. 

 God’s mercy and sustaining love has seen our family through times of joy, disappointment, 

challenge, surprise, and the mundane. Our hope is that as our children grow up and experience the world 

for themselves, they will always choose the ultimate joy which is found in Christ Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Let us make our homes a place where 

we can embrace each other in all the 

seasons of our lives,  

 knowing that this will be reciprocated 

by the other members in the capacity 

that they have at any given moment.  

 Let us not have great expectations of 

one another and let us accept the 

other as a gift, a surprise and a 

bonus! 

6. Let us make of our homes a place 

of commitment to each other,  

where we are prepared to give, 

and not to take selfishly without 

considering the other person. 

Let us not be mean-spirited.  

Let us have a generous heart 

open for the other who needs to 

be loved! 

7.  Let us make of our homes places 

where we are committed to honesty 

and total openness so that our 

relationships will never be sticky, 

marked by hidden agenda, repressed 

resentments, displaced emotions, 

acting out in childish ways—this 

applies to both adults and children—

that we do not have the courage to 

speak out honestly. 



Paulist Missionaries Australia—follow us on web (aust.paulistmissionaries.org), Facebook (facebook.com/
msspaustralia), Instagram (instagram.com/mssp.aus). Contact details: missions@mssp.org.au / 0429 145 569.         

A tax deductible receipt can be provided for your donation upon request. 

Prayer of Pope Francis to the Holy Family 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, 

in you we contemplate 

the splendor of true love; 

to you we turn with trust. 

Holy Family of Nazareth, 

grant that our families too 

may be places of communion and prayer, 

authentic schools of the Gospel 

and small domestic churches. 

Holy Family of Nazareth, 

may families never again experience 

violence, rejection and division; 

may all who have been hurt or scandalised 

find ready comfort and healing. 

Holy Family of Nazareth, 

make us once more mindful 

of the sacredness and inviolability of the family, 

and its beauty in God’s plan. 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, 

graciously hear our prayer. 

Amen. 

8. Let us make our home a place of honest and open relationships.  

Let us make our homes places where we can share the gift of love and  

where all can offer our thoughts, our preferences, and our feelings, even when they may be 

unpleasant or even hurtful to the feelings of others but always with deep reverence and love for 

the other. 

10. Let us make our homes places where we 

are really fully alive,  

where no one suffers because of our 

selfishness, sins, closed heart and mind—

our stupidity.  

Let us make our homes places of prayer, 

wholeness and holiness.  

Let prayer unite us as a family so that we 

can be really alive with God.  

Let us make our homes places where no 

one loses their physical and spiritual 

integrity.  

Let us allow our homes to be holy.  

Let us make sure that GOD is present and 

where we do not allow the evil spirit to 

sneak in to destroy us especially with lack 

of forgiveness.  

If we are not ready to forgive, then, we are 

already dead. 

9. Let us make our homes a place of honour, 

honesty, and openness, where we can be 

sure of one another,  

where our relationship will be always 

developing and deepening and where we 

will give life to others. 

In large families, let us make homes places 

where everyone is kept in view, especially 

the younger members, as they can often 

miss out on being given proper attention, 

they can be taken for granted especially by 

tired parents and older siblings. 

Dear friends 

In our newsletter we have provided you 

with some thoughts to reflect and pray 

upon, especially as we continue to 

celebrate this year of the family. Kindly find 

time to respond by email to this newsletter 

to: lelidega@hotmail.com 

Thank you. 

Fr Noel Bianco mssp 


