
 

 

4th Sunday of Advent 
19 December 2021 

Parish Office Hours: 
Mon—Fri 9:30am-2:30pm 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Priest: 
Fr Jude Pirotta mssp 
Telephone: 9401 6367 
email: 
hopperscrossingnorth@cam.org.au 

Assistant Priest: 
Fr Silvio Bezzina mssp 

Assisting Priest: 
Fr Brendan Byrne sj 

Deacon: 
Dcn Royden Dsouza 

Parish Council President: 
Geralyn McCarthy 

Parish Secretaries: 
Red Lusterio 
Tita Manalo 

Thanksgiving: 
Maria Saldana 

Parish Bookkeeper: 
Angel Hartanto 
Wed & Fri 9:30-2:30 

Sacramental Co-Ord 
Other Schools: 
Maribel Maniquiz 
hopperscrossingnorth.sacraments@cam.org.au 

Youth Ministry Co-ord: 
Red Lusterio 0409 184 299 

St James Primary School: 
Telephone: 9749 1000 
Principal: Mary Abbott 
principal@sjhcn.catholic.edu.au 

St Francis Primary School: 
Telephone: 9749 9900 
Principal: Michelle Gillett 
principal@sfatarneit.catholic.edu.au 

St Clare’s Primary School: 
Telephone: 9371 8400 
Principal: Andrew Leighton 
principal@sctruganina.catholic.edu.au 

Thomas Carr College: 
Telephone: 8734 2444 
Principal: Craig Holmes 
tcc@thomascarr.vic.edu.au 

Weekday Masses: 
Tues—Sat 9:00am 

1st Friday Monthly: 
Mass at 7:30pm 
Adoration at 8:00-9:00pm 

Reconciliation (Confession): 
Saturday: 9:30am-10:00am 
   5:00-5:30pm 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Contact Dcn Royden Dsouza 

0438 793 630 
hopperscrossingnorth.baptism@cam.org.au 

Weddings: 
By appointment only 
9401 6367 

Weekend Masses: Sat 6:00pm + online, Sun 8:30am, 10:30am and 5pm  

336 Derrimut Rd, Hoppers Crossing North, 3029 
Under the Pastoral Care of the Paulist Missionaries 

www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au 

We acknowledge the living culture of the Wurundjeri people, the traditional custodians 
of the land we stand on, and pay tribute to the unique role they play in the life of this region. 

St James Parish is committed to the safety, well-being and dignity 
of all children and vulnerable adults.  

Dear Parishioners and friends, 

After a challenging two years, let us pause and rejoice in 
the hope of Christmas which was never about the 
festivities. The last couple of years have challenged us in 
ways that have been unimaginable; they have turned our 
levels of comfort and security on their head. 

And whilst we’ve sought creative ways to engage in our 
worship and our connections, it’s never been about 
reinventing something. Christmas is about Jesus.  When 

we gather as a community once again this Christmas, don’t labour on the 
darkness of the last couple of years—recall the wonder of that birth and the 
light by which we can see ahead. 

Whilst we have lived the experience of being physically apart from each 
other, there has been a growing awareness that we need each other, that we 
belong together and that our lives and our wellbeing as communities is 
inextricably bound to one another. 

Christmas is an opportunity to thank so many parishioners who give 
abundantly of their time and talents in making our Parish the vibrant, faith-
filled community that it is. It is calculated that over 300 Parishioners take an 
active part in some form of ministry or Parish activity, letting Christ’s light 
shine in the midst of the struggles and joys. To these volunteers who are the 
heartbeat of the Parish, we are truly indebted. 

On behalf of Fr Silvio, Fr Brendan, Dcn Royden and the Parish Pastoral 
Council, I thank the Principals and staff of our four schools who have worked 
strongly in partnership with the Parish, providing a strong Catholic Identity 
and high quality education promoting the dignity and the potential of each 
person. I thank the Parish Office Staff and Kevin Lloyd who have tirelessly 
given of themselves to serve and keep safe the community during these 
unprecedented years. To Tess Mijares our Presbytery cook for her care and 
concern. The Samoan Choir for maintaining regular Working Bees during the 
Pandemic and to the numerous volunteers in ministries who continued to 
give their support through these challenging times. To the many generous 
Parishioners for your prayers, faithfulness to the Thanksgiving Program and 
the many donations which support the Church Extension Loan allowing us to 
continue proclaiming the Gospel and meeting our commitments. Your 
faithfulness and loyalty is truly valued. 

As we gather this year, hopefully with family and friends for the first time in a 
very long time, may you experience the God of Promises in the birth of 
Jesus.  May you be blessed and enjoy the gifts of this time, for God has sent 
His Son, born among us and for us—God-with-us. May you have a very 
blessed, healthy and safe Christmas.  

Fr Jude Pirotta mssp 

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE—FR JUDE 



New Year’s Eve—Fri 31 Dec 
6:00pm Last Mass of the Year 

New Year’s Day—Sat 01 Jan 
10:00am First Mass of the Year 

Weekend of 01/02 Jan 
Regular weekend Mass times. 

For those who would like to offer a contribution 
for the 2nd Collection (Presbytery Collection) via 
online, please use the following details: 

Account Name: Missionary Society of St Paul 
BSB: 083-153 
Account number: 869470113 
Reference: Presby-[Your Surname] 

2ND COLLECTION ONLINE CONTRIBUTIONS 

We are truly encouraged spiritually and 
financially during these challenging times.  
Although we are still struggling to meet with our 
loan repayments and the many financial 
commitments that a Parish has, we are truly 
inspired by the online donations and 
thanksgiving that is coming in. We are definitely 
aware of the financial strain that people are 
experiencing currently but we are truly inspired, 
humbled and encouraged by the generosity of 
many Parishioners who continuously contribute. 

We particular make reference here for those who 
are contributing through donations to the Church 
Extension Fund and the Thanksgiving Program.  
It was heartening and once again humbling to 
hear one Parishioner write to us this week 
saying “We are so grateful to God for touching 
our hearts to give back to Him and 
acknowledging that all our resources belong to 
Him.” 

Thank you to the Parishioners who together 
donated $600 this week. Special thanks to the 
Parishioner who donated $8000 this week. 

CHURCH EXTENSION DONATIONS 

For those who would like to offer a Mass 
Intention during this time, you can submit the 
name and intention to the Parish Office via email 
(hopperscrossingnorth@cam.org.au) or via 
phone (9401 6367). In answer to a common 
query, Mass Intention donations can be made to: 

Account Name: Missionary Society of St Paul 
BSB: 083-153 
Account number: 869470113 
Reference: M.Int-[Surname of intention] 

OFFERING A MASS INTENTION 

Thank you to all who supported this year’s 
Advent Angel project. A total of $3724 was 
raised and donated for the education of children 
through MSSP Missions.  

Special thanks to Angel Hartanto, Fr Mario and 
Amanda Brown, those who donated materials 
and those who helped with sales.  We appreciate 
your affirmations and generosity during a very 
difficult year. 

Advent Angels Team  

ADVENT ANGELS—THANK YOU 

Thank you to St James Primary Year 6’s for the 
$1190 they raised and donated from their 
Mission Market towards the ongoing works of the 
Paulist Missions.  

THANK YOU—SJA MISSION MARKET 

We thank you once again for your generous 
contributions to St James the Apostle 
Thanksgiving Program. 2021 Receipts & 2022 
Thanksgiving Envelopes are available in the 
Narthex. If you have fallen behind please try to 
bring your account up to date. 
 Receipts for Parishioners who are contributing 

through Credit Card and Direct Debit will be 
sent via email before the year ends. 

 School Families will receive their envelopes at 
the start of the School Term next year.  

If you would like to join the Thanksgiving 
Program, simply fill in a Census and Pledge 
Card from the Narthex. 

THANKSGIVING RECEIPTS & ENVELOPES 

Reconciliation—Wed 22 Dec 
1st Rite of Reconciliation, 6pm-8pm in church 

Christmas Eve—Fri 24 Dec 
6:00pm Carols with Mass at 6:30pm 
9:00pm Vigil Mass 
11:30pm Carols and Midnight Mass 

Christmas Day—Sat 25 Dec 
7:30am Christmas Day Mass 
9:00am Christmas Day Mass 
10:30am Christmas Day Mass 
Please note no evening Mass this day 

Feast of the Holy Family—Sun 26 Dec 
8:30am Mass 
10:30am Mass 
5:00pm Mass 

ST JAMES CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEARS PROGRAM 2021 



Let us pray and support those in our community 
who are sick. We especially pray for Mavis 
D'Cruz, Aris, Orate Fratres, Paul Cutajar, 
Sefo-Mary Joseph and all those who are ill. 

PRAYER LIST 

RECENTLY DECEASED & ANNIVERSARIES 

Please pray for our loved ones whom we 
remember especially Charles Sammut who died 
recently, Eilleen O’Reilly, Phil O’Reilly, Assunta 
Tabone, Richard Keating, Rosa Caltabiano, 
Lucia La Rocca, Joan and Jack Grimes, Mara, 
Vasaliki Hili, Mary Cini, Emy Saffarese, Natu 
Portelli, Jeff Ruthburn, Ron and Kris Gamble and 
all whose anniversaries occur at this time. 

Collect your free copy of the Paulist Calendar 
from the Narthex.  One copy per family.  Thank 
you to all who support the ongoing ministry of the 
Paulist Missionaries. 

MSSP CALENDAR 

With the changes to restrictions announced on 
Wed 15 Dec, proof of Vaccination Status is no 
longer required for all Masses at St James. QR 
Code Sign In is still required and mask wearing 
is strongly advised particularly since we cannot 
socially distance at Masses. In light of this, the 
Christmas Eve 4:30pm Undeclared Vaccination 
Status Mass has been cancelled and all who 
would have attended are now able to attend any 
of the other Christmas Masses. 

ST JAMES MASSES—UPDATED 18/19 DEC 

Now that we are back celebrating the Eucharist 
in the Church, we invite all Altar Servers at Mass 
to offer their services and make themselves 
available to serve at the Mass you are at.  
Maximum of 4 servers per Mass.  There will be a 
meeting for all Altar Servers and for those who 
would like to join this ministry (must be Yr 4 or 
above and have had their First Eucharist) on Sat 
22 Jan at 10am in the Church. 

ALTAR SERVERS AT ST JAMES 

With the New Year approaching us, many of our 
formal Ministries and the Parish Office will be on 
holidays to allow all people involved to be 
refreshed and rejuvenated for 2022.  With this in 
mind please take note that: 

 The Parish Office will close from Fri 24 Dec 
and re-open on Tues 04 Jan 2022. 

 The last Parish Bulletin will be Sun 19 Dec.  It 
will resume on Sun 06 Feb 2022. 

 There will be no Rosters for the Ministries of 
Lector, Commentator, Altar Servers or Special 
Ministers of Communion after Christmas.  They 
will start again on Sun 06 Feb 2022.  Please 
offer your services for these Ministries 
during January when you arrive at Mass.   

 There is no First Friday Adoration in January. 
This will resume on Fri 04 Feb 2022. 

 Sun Night Youth Group has finished for the 
year and will resume on Sun 06 Feb 2022. 

 Registrations for First Reconciliation will 
close on Mon 31 Jan 2022.  Visit our website 
(www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au) and fill in the 
Online Registration Form to register. 

JANUARY NOTICES 

Christmas Rosters for Lectors, Commentators, 
Special Ministers of Communion, COVID 
Marshalls and Altar Servers are being drafted. 

If you are a current minister in any of these 
ministries, kindly fill in your name and contact 
number on the sheets provided in the Narthex. 

For rostering purposes, please indicate ALL 
Masses you are able to serve at. Rosters will be 
drafted on Mon 20 Dec.  

CHRISTMAS MASS ROSTERS 

Thank you to St Clare’s Primary School who 
raised $321.15 from their Christmas Casual 
Clothes Day.  

THANK YOU—SCA CASUAL CLOTHES 

Thank you to the many people who gives so 
much to the community. Special thanks goes to 
Maryanne and Peter Hili for their works around 
the Presbytery; to Kevin Lloyd, the Samoan 
Choir and the Carpenter’s Club for their Working 
Bee; to Lito for the chocolates he donated for 
Christmas. Your generosity is truly appreciated.  

THANK YOU 

Congratulations to the recipients of the Joseph 
De Piro Award for 2021: 

Emily Micallef—St James Primary 
Evan Correia—St Francis Primary 
Tom Ajish—St Clare’s Primary 

Thank you to the MSSP for their generosity and 
support. The Scholarship is to the value of $1500 
each and will be used for the continuation of their 
Catholic education at Thomas Carr College. 

Congratulations also to the recipient of the 
Joseph De Piro Spiritual Life Award, awarded to 
a Yr 12 student at Thomas Carr College who 
demonstrated understanding and actively 
participated in the liturgical life of the College, 
committed and promoted the College’s Catholic 
Ethos and strove for social justice in the school 
and wider community.  Congratulations to Nicole 
Shane Villegas, the 2021 recipient.  

MSSP SCHOLARSHIP  AND AWARDS 



 

Please remember to support our sponsors 


