
 

 

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
16 August 2020 

Parish Office Hours: 
Mon—Fri 9:30am-2:30pm 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Priest: 
Fr Jude Pirotta mssp 
Telephone: 9401 6367 
email: 
hopperscrossingnorth@cam.org.au 

Assistant Priest: 
Fr Silvio Bezzina mssp 

Assisting Priest: 
Fr Brendan Byrne sj 

Deacon: 
Dcn Royden Dsouza 

Parish Council President: 
Geralyn McCarthy 

Parish Secretaries: 
Red Lusterio 
Tita Manalo 

Thanksgiving: 
Maria Saldana 

Parish Bookkeeper: 
Angel Hartanto 
Wed & Fri 9:30-2:30 

Sacramental Co-Ord 
Other Schools: 
Wendy Gonsalves 
hopperscrossingnorth.sacraments@cam.org.au 

Youth Ministry Co-ord: 
Red Lusterio 0409 184 299 

St James Primary School: 
Telephone: 9749 1000 
Principal: Mary Abbott 
principal@sjhcn.catholic.edu.au 

St Francis Primary School: 
Telephone: 9749 9900 
Principal: Michelle Gillett 
principal@sfatarneit.catholic.edu.au 

St Clare’s Primary School: 
Telephone: 9371 8400 
Principal: Andrew Leighton 
principal@sctruganina.catholic.edu.au 

Thomas Carr College: 
Telephone: 8734 2444 
Principal: Craig Holmes 
tcc@thomascarr.vic.edu.au 

Weekday Masses: 
Tues—Sat 9:00am 

1st Friday Monthly: 
Mass at 7:30pm 
Adoration at 8:00-9:00pm 

Reconciliation (Confession): 
Saturday: 9:30am-10:00am 
   5:00-5:30pm 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Contact Jacinta & John Fisher 

0438 793 630 
hopperscrossingnorth.baptism@cam.org.au 

Weddings: 
By appointment only 
9401 6367 

Weekend Mass: Online on Sun 10:30am (www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au) 

336 Derrimut Rd, Hoppers Crossing North, 3029 

Under the Pastoral Care of the Paulist Missionaries 

www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au 

FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF MARY—SAT 15 AUG 

Greetings parishioners and friends of St 
James the Apostle, as we celebrate the feast 
of the Assumption of Mary into Heaven. 
Today’s feast is very significant to us Paulist 
Missionaries as our founder, Joseph De Piro 
chose Mary of the Assumption as a special 
protectress to the Missionary Society of St 
Paul. 

Many of the images for the Assumption, I have 
often found to be too sentimental and over the 

top. But there is something about this image, that drew me in – maybe the 
slightly tattered world-weary look of the crown, with a chipped edge, is what 
did it for me.  

It is almost as if Christ is welcoming Mary home, after a hard journey on this 
earth. The small and gentle ‘crown tip’ to Mary that might say, ‘you are home 
now. All is well.’  

What is that in his hand? – a gift of heavenly iPad maybe (love the jacket 
cover), just to keep in touch with what is going on down below. Or is it a 
book of poetry, he wrote just for her …. I hope God writes poetry. 

The feast of the Assumption of Mary, honours the joyful departure of God’s 
mother. We celebrate her going to sleep, recognising her as the mother of 
Jesus. It is the journey of Mary which began at the Annunciation that 
encourages us to remember that where Mary has gone, we too are called to 
follow.  

So, what can this feast of Mary’s Assumption say to us today, with our lives 
and struggles, especially during this time of COVID? Life can be very 
challenging at times; there are some things that cannot be escaped. As I 
reflect on my own life journey, I will attempt to offer some answers to this 
question.  

There were moments in my life when feelings of failure clung to me for 
years, and at times even paralysed me. At the age of fourteen, at a time 
when I needed my father most, he was diagnosed with lung cancer and died 
a few months later in Germany, where he had to go for special treatment. I 
felt lost and confused. His death weighed heavily on my heart as I tried to 
find purpose and meaning in life. All my dreams and hopes seemed to be 
shattered. As I grew older, I came to realise that life was not what I expected 
it to be, here and now. I started to focus my attention on being recognised by 
my peers, my teachers, and my family. I started to dream about future 
studies, a career, an ideal job, money and success. Soon I realised that I 
was being chained down by these ambitious dreams.  

In time I came to realise that this was not where I could find true joy that 
would sustain me in life. It is when I felt strong enough to let go of these 
empty dreams, that I could become free and start living life again.  

Continued on Page 3 



The combined Parishes of St James and St 
Peters is hosting their next Bible Study session 
on Mon 17 Aug from 7pm-8pm via ZOOM: 

Meeting ID: 968 942 7525 
Password: 2Vp4ef 

This session will be on the Gospel of John, 
Chapter 11.  For more information please email 
gonsalvesclive@hotmail.com. 

BIBLE STUDY SESSION—MON 17 AUG 

HSI School of discipleship continues this 
Sunday 16 August and every Sunday from 7 
PM. The session consists of prayer, song, 
video talk, discussion, sharing and blessing. 
This week the session is on SHARING OUR 
TIME AND TALENTS. New comers welcome. 
Enquiries Deacon Royden 0426 071 375. 

Zoom Meeting ID 843 9084 5271. 
No password required.  

HSI SCHOOL OF DISCIPLESHIP 

The Parish has set up a small team who will be 
calling on elderly and/or isolated parishioners 
over the next couple of weeks. If you would like 
to receive a call or know someone who would 
like to receive a call please let the Parish 
Office know on 9401 6367. 

ELDERLY OR ISOLATED PARISHIONERS 

Due to the challenges of Stage 4 Restrictions, some 
changes have had to be mad to accommodate those 
challenges that confront us. The Parish Office will be 
closed during this time, hence we ask our 
parishioners to continue to support the Parish 
Thanksgiving program through the on-line direct 
debit and credit card payment options if it is within 
your means to do so. Forms are available through 
the Parish Office, please call/email us at 9401 6367 
or hopperscrossingnorth@cam.org.au. 

 
Thanksgiving or Church Extension 

On-line contributions to can be made directly to the Parish Bank Account through an Electronic 
Fund Transfer (EFT). 

Account name: St James the Apostle Parish 

BSB: 083-347 

Account Number: 646205822 

For Thanksgiving please use your Thanksgiving Envelope number and your surname so we can 
attribute your donation correctly.  Eg: If your Thanksgiving number is 123, and your surname is 
Smith, then use the reference “123-Smith”.  

For Church Extension, please use as reference your surname and -ChExt.  Eg: Smith-ChExt.  

 

Presbytery Donation 

On-line contributions to can be made directly to the MSSP Hoppers Crossing North bank 
account: 

Account Name: Missionary Society of St Paul 

BSB: 083-153 

Account number: 869470113 

Please use as reference “Presby-” and your surname. Eg: Presby-Smith 

SUPPORTING ST JAMES PARISH 

We are planning a tribute to all fathers and 
grandfathers of our Parish in a special Collage 
during mass on Fathers Day Sunday 
September 6.  

We request parishioners to send in pictures of 
their fathers and grandfathers via email to 
hopperscrossingnorth@cam.org.au by Sun 30 
Aug. The Collage will be played during the 
weekend mass and will be posted on 
Facebook. All pictures will be deleted after the 
Collage is prepared. Thank you for your 
cooperation and we look forward to celebrating 
our fathers and grandfathers in style. 

FATHER’S DAY TRIBUTE 



Let us pray and support those in our community 
who are sick. We especially pray for Fr Rolyn 
Vics, Nelson Tana, Tessa Manzano, Bill Pirotta, 
Mima, Andrew and Alex, Ben Cabicio, Fr John 
Taliana mssp, Jan Keogh, Avis Fernandez, 
Sebastian Azzopardi, Marie Zammit, Eugene 
Kotula, Marlene Baatjies, K.M. Boyson, Liz 
Kalkbrenner, Anne Tejido Ekaterina Abdelahad 
and Nadia Manadili, D. and Ema Camilleri, 
Kerrie Boyson, Meleane Ahomana, K. and A. 
Camilleri, Linda Noronha, Celia Pineda, 
C.Camilleri, Mario Ranada, Marcelo Arenas, Arn 
Raj, Sheillamar Cuetera,  Zenaida Porciuncula, 
Azucena Magcalas, Emmanuel Bernardo, 
Manuel G. Martinez Jnr, Michael Xue, Robert 
Azzopardi, Corey Cauchi, Teodora Gundayao,  
Emerita Sagovia, Ann Maree Daly, Connie 
Micallef, Paul Cutajar, Juanito Osumo, Mary 
Ulep Guerzon, Tchiapke Joel, Jorge Maranan 
Jnr, Evelyn Soneja, Maria De Brincat, Elizabeth 
Magnaye, Mario Ranada, Paula Richards and all 
those who are ill. 

PRAYER LIST 

RECENTLY DECEASED & ANNIVERSARIES 

Please pray for our loved ones whom we 
remember especially Doe Litjens, Yolanda del 
Rosario, John and Joan Foote, Joyce Portelli 
and Lionel Enriquez who passed away recently, 
Fay Barlow, Charlie Xerri, Emy Saffarese, Natu 
Portelli, Bevan Wilson, Ron Gamble, Jeff 
Ruthburn and all whose anniversaries occur at 
this time. 

Thank you to everyone who is supporting the 
Church Extensions. Thank you especially to all 
the families who together donated $375 this 
week towards the Church Extensions. 

THANK YOU 

Reflecting on the life of Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, I discovered a person who grew out of 
her many losses and failures, who was ready to 
give up all her dreams and hopes and was not 
chained by her dreams to the point of death. 
Mary was able to rise above her 
disappointments and become fully human and 
fully alive. Mary of Nazareth is the model of all 
our losses in life; the mother of hope, in the 
midst of despair; the woman of courage.  

In her assumption, God lifted Mary far above the 
loves, goals and gains of those who have never 
really encountered and surrendered to Christ for 
what he really was, because they were totally 
absorbed in themselves. Mary of the Assumption 
teaches us to keep our eyes on the things of 
heaven, to free ourselves from the chains of 
anything lesser, to develop a vision, larger than 
ourselves, and outside of ourselves, and to allow 
ourselves to be lifted up to reach out to others. 
Mary is a sign of what we can become if we are 
willing to let go of what we have planned for 
ourselves, and lift our hearts to higher things. 
The prayer at the heart of this great feast is 
Mary, woman of freedom, be with us as we 
struggle with whatever it is that is holding us 
down again.  

Fr Jude Pirotta mssp 

ASSUMPTION—CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

We hope you've been mastering your Trivia 
Skills at home because the Young Paulists feel 
it's about time for another fun and challenging 
game of trivia with our parish family! 

When: Saturday 29th August. Virtual doors 
open at 7pm and finish at 10pm 
Who: 18+ only, teams of 6-8 or individuals 
Where: Zoom! Register by Sat 22 August and 
we'll send out the link by Wed 26 Aug  
Cost: $5 per person + Eventbrite fees 
How: register your place as a team of 6-8 by 
having one representative register via Eventbrite 
(https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/young-paulist-
online-trivia-night-2020-18-tickets-
116374937571). If you're an individual/and don't 
have a full team, email us requesting to register 
and we'll allocate you to a team. We'll confirm 
your registration with the zoom link (limited 
positions available, first in to reserve your place!) 

Support St James' missionary works as the 
Parish supports those who need it in our 
community and satisfy your intellect with a broad 
range of questions - it'll be a fantastic night! 
 
For any enquiries you can send us an email  at 
Hopperscrossingnorth.Paulists@cam.org.au or 
send us a message via our Facebook account 
www.facebook.com/youngpaulists.stjames 

YOUNG PAULISTS TO HOST TRVIA NIGHT 

This weekend we are hosting a Conversation 
Hour, an opportunity to speak and converse with 
our priests, Frs Jude, Silvio and Mario. This 
Zoom event is open to everyone. 

Sunday 16 Aug, 11:00am-Noon. 

Zoom Meeting ID: 946 0363 5211 
No password. 

The next Conversation Hour will be on Sun 30 
Aug, 11am—Noon. 

CONVERSATION HOUR 



Thank you to the Sunday School Families from 
the Werribee Sri Lankan Community who 
generously donated $3600 towards the Church 
extension during these difficult times. 

THANK YOU SRI LANKAN COMMUNITY 

The perseverance and faith of the desperate 
Canaanite woman in today’s Gospel is all the 
more striking because of the rebuff that she 
initially receives. Jesus’ treatment of her is, at 
first sight, one of the most disturbing things in the 
Gospels. At first, he ignores her, then he insists 
that his mission is restricted to Israel. Finally, he 
rebuffs her with a heartless image about not 
throwing the children’s food to dogs.  

Instead of taking offence at what the image 
implies for her and her people, the woman 
seizes upon it and, with superb wit, turns it to her 
own advantage. Certainly, food prepared for the 
children is not intended for domestic animals. 
But children eat untidily. That provides 
opportunity for pet dogs under the table to 
gobble up the scraps that fall.  

Developing the image in this way, the woman 
boldly challenges the restriction of Jesus’ 
messianic mission to Israel alone, and wins from 
him recognition that he is Messiah not only for 
the Jews but also the One ‘in whose name 
Gentiles (non-Jews, like herself) will place their 
hope’ (Matt 12:21).  

The boundary-breaking faith of this woman of 
Canaan foreshadows the great mission to the 
nations of the world, upon which, at the end of 
the Gospel, the risen Lord will send the infant 
Church (Matt 28:16-20). 

But the woman also stands in for women of faith 
of all times, including our own, who challenge 
outworn structures and restricted vision causing 
the Church to lag behind the outreach of God’s 
grace. 

Fr Brendan Byrne SJ 

GOSPEL REFLECTION 

To connect with the Parish community during 
this time, the Parish will be posting Memorial 
Pages on Facebook of Parishioners who have 
passed away so that our community can be 
made aware, can pray for and can also post 
condolence messages that we would usually 
give at the funeral mass which we no longer can 
attend. 

This week one of our parishioners Doe Litjens 
passed away and so we have posted those 
details. 

We are compiling a list of all the parishioners 
that have passed away since the lockdown 
began and we will post a collage soon on our 
Facebook page. Members of the Parish Office 
will contact families of the deceased with details. 

FACEBOOK MEMORIAL PAGES 

COVID-19 continues to impact parts of Australia, 
while around the world, millions of people are 
dealing with the impacts of the virus. Many of 
these communities were already facing poor 
sanitation, overcrowding and limited access to 
healthcare. How can you combat COVID-19 
without access to adequate sanitation and 
healthcare? 

Caritas Australia has joined churches and aid 
agencies for #EndCOVIDForAll, a pledge of 
support that will be taken to government to show 
our support for vulnerable communities, because 
it’s not over until it’s over for everyone. 

For more information on #EndCOVIDForAll or to 
sign the pledge go to:  

www.caritas.org.au/end-covid-for-all 

————————————————- 

God of Compassion, 

We pray today for those across the Earth being 
impacted by COVID-19. We bring before you the 
vulnerable, the poor, the displaced, and ask that 

you protect them. 

We pray today for an end to this crisis. Inspire us 
all to be generous in our response to assist 
those in need, recognising that we are all 

interconnected and that this crisis is not going to 
end for anyone, until it ends for everyone. 

We pray that our world leaders work actively for 
the common good and our Australian 

Government will continue to provide vital support 
to vulnerable nations. We desire to act justly, to 
love mercy and to walk humbly with you, Lord. 

St Oscar Romero, patron saint of Caritas, pray 
for us. Our Lady Help of Christians, pray for us. 

St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, pray for us. 

Amen. 

#ENDCOVIDFORALL 

If you are in year 7 to year 12, St James Youth 
invites you to join us this weekend: 

Sun 16 Aug from 6:30pm-7:30pm via Zoom to 
our Online Youth Group.  This week is themed 
as if we were attending a Film Premiere.  For an 
added sense of fun, we invite you to dress your 
best (or make use of the virtual background 
feature of zoom)! 

St James Parish continues to reach out to build 
community, especially during the current norm. 

To check it out, simply contact us via email on 
HoppersCrossingNorth.Youth@cam.org.au or 
call on 0409 184 299. 

ST JAMES YOUTH ONLINE—SUN 16 AUG 


