Parish Office Hours:
Mon—Fri 9:30am-2:30pm

CONTACT DETAILS
Parish Priest:
Fr Jude Pirotta mssp
Telephone: 9401 6367
email:

hopperscrossingnorth@cam.org.au

Assistant Priest:
Fr Silvio Bezzina mssp
Assisting Priest:
Fr Brendan Byrne sj
Deacon:
Dcn Royden Dsouza
Parish Council President:
Geralyn McCarthy
Parish Secretaries:
Red Lusterio
Tita Manalo
Thanksgiving:
Maria Saldana
Parish Bookkeeper:
Angel Hartanto
Wed & Fri 9:30-2:30
Sacramental Co-Ord
Other Schools:
Wendy Gonsalves

hopperscrossingnorth.sacraments@cam.org.au

Youth Ministry Co-ord:
Red Lusterio 0409 184 299
St James Primary School:
Telephone: 9749 1000
Principal: Mary Abbott
principal@sjhcn.catholic.edu.au

St Francis Primary School:
Telephone: 9749 9900
Principal: Michelle Gillett
principal@sfatarneit.catholic.edu.au

St Clare’s Primary School:
Telephone: 9371 8400
Principal: Andrew Leighton

principal@sctruganina.catholic.edu.au

Thomas Carr College:
Telephone: 8734 2444
Principal: Craig Holmes
tcc@thomascarr.vic.edu.au
Weekday Masses:
Tues—Sat 9:00am

1st Friday Monthly:
Mass at 7:30pm
Adoration at 8:00-9:00pm
Reconciliation (Confession):
Saturday: 9:30am-10:00am
5:00-5:30pm
Sacrament of Baptism:

Contact Jacinta & John Fisher

0438 793 630

hopperscrossingnorth.baptism@cam.org.au

Weddings:
By appointment only
9401 6367

336 Derrimut Rd, Hoppers Crossing North, 3029
Under the Pastoral Care of the Paulist Missionaries
www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au

Feast of the Ascension
24 May 2020
MESSAGE FROM FR JUDE
Dear Parishioners and friends,
During the last couple of months, much of what we would consider ‘essential’
to a Parish Community has been stripped away. So much of how we
habitually express our faith and our relationship with Jesus has changed. Yet
these have been weeks of unprecedented innovation, vibrancy and
commitment to reaching out into our communities.
This weekend as we celebrate the Feast of the Ascension, Jesus underlines
the need for trust and acceptance in the face of radical change. He talked
about going away, returning to the Father and preparing a place for his
friends. His talk about dying grieved his disciples; if they had their way they
would make him stay. But he urges them to be glad, since he is going to the
Father.
We too can find joy in his going, because in his risen life he can do much
more for us than if he simply stayed on here. In going to the Father, Jesus
opens up eternal life for all who trust in him. Only by going away could he
send the Holy Spirit. So his going brought a blessing to us all.
Sometimes the best way to show our love for others, as hard as it is, is to let
them go, not trying to hold them with us but letting them go to whatever God
has planned for them.
Over the years since the Ascension and the Great Commission entrusted to
the disciples and to us to bring the Good News of God’s love to the ends of
the earth is very evident. We are commissioned to share the Good News by
the way we live, love and relate to others.
Here in the Parish of St James and also through our mssp Global Missionary
outreach, we see so many ways we are trying to communicate this message
during this COVID-19 period which are:

Delivering groceries and medicines

Dropping off Parish Bulletins for people unable to manage the internet

Making care calls

Ministering to families and our youth as they experience long hours at
home.

Setting up online faith sharing

Communicating to our youth and young adults
So you can see that the power of the Holy Spirit is very much at work
through many people in our community. Jesus has passed on the baton to
us to communicate the Good News to others in words and actions.
Thank you to the many volunteers who have assisted in this mission
especially to Deacon Royden for being innovative and assisting with the
many hands on ministries to the community.
May I take this opportunity to wish Fr Silvio a happy birthday and ask you to
keep him in your prayers. We look forward to seeing you at our celebration
of Pentecost next weekend.
On behalf of Fr Silvio, Fr Brendan , Dcn Royden, the Parish Council and the
Parish Staff, a Happy Ascension Day to you all!
Fr Jude Pirotta mssp
Weekend Mass: Online on Sun 10:30am (www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au)

THANK YOU FOR THE SUPPORT

Dear Parishioners,
Over the last couple of months we have encouraged all parishioners to participate in thanksgiving
contributions by using direct debit as listed in the message below ‘Supporting the Parish’, thank
you to everyone who has taken up this option. Our Parish contributions over the last couple of
months has dropped significantly. This is leaving the Parish in a financially vulnerable position
and I am seeking alternate ways of topping up this loss.
Could I please encourage everyone to use the facilities listed below to ensure that our planned
giving contribution is maintained through these testing times. For those who are still contributing,
we are deeply grateful. It means the work of the Parish can continue in these difficult days. Thank
you for your commitment to the Parish. It is deeply appreciated.
Fr Jude and Fr Silvio
SUPPORTING THE PARISH
Dear Parish Family,

The Church Renovations continue at a cost of
$2.3 million. That is a hefty sum to pay, but we
are confident that with your help, we can do it.
A loan contract was signed before the
coronavirus made an appearance.
Our
contractual obligation is to pay it back in 20
years’ time.
We would like to thank you all for your moral
and financial support as the parish does rely on
your generosity. We remember the spirit of the
parish pioneers whose vision provided us with
the opportunity to worship, educate children,
and getting together as a community.
We do appreciate the generous donations of
parishioners who have asked how they may
contribute. In response to the question that
people are still asking, there are a few options
available:
1/ You can drop off your Thanksgiving
envelope at the Parish Office during
business hours: Monday – Friday 9.30am to
2.30pm. Alternatively, you can drop it off at
the After-Hours Drop Off Chute outside, next
to the Parish Office Entrance under the
window.
2/ Donations towards either Thanksgiving (1st
collection to support operational running
costs of the Parish) or towards the Church
Extensions, can be made through an
Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT) directly to
our Church bank account.
Account Name: St James the Apostle
Parish
BSB: 083-347
Account Number: 646205822
For Thanksgiving please use your
Thanksgiving Envelope number and your
surname so we can attribute your donation
correctly (Example: if your Thanksgiving
Envelope number is 123 and surname is
Smith, use the reference “123-Smith”).
For Church Extension, please use reference
“[your surname]-ChExt” (Example: SmithChExt)
Continued next coloumn

SUPPORTING THE PARISH—CONTINUED
3/ For Presbytery donation (2nd Collection),
you can transfer directly to our MSSP
Hoppers Crossing North bank account.
Account Name: Missionary Society of St
Paul
BSB: 083-153
Account Number.: 869470113
Please use the reference “Presby-[your
surname]“ so we can attribute your donation
correctly(Example: Presby-Smith)
A number of photos can be found on the Parish
Website showing the ongoing progress of the
Church Extensions. We thank God and all
those who have ben able to support the project
thus far. Please continue to pray and support
the works as best you can through the
Thanksgiving Program, generous donations
and the online giving as mentioned before.
We know these are challenging times. Please
know that we are with you in spirit and will
continue to pray for you, your families and
intentions in all of our daily private Masses.
Let us continue to remain connected with each
other in the days, weeks and months ahead.
Sincerely,
Angel Hartanto
Parish Bookkeeper

ST JAMES UPDATES: KEEPING INFORMED
To keep yourself updated with Parish news you
can visit:
Parish website: stjamesapostlehcn.com.au
Facebook: facebook.com/stjamesapostlehcn/
You can update your Census Email address by
emailing hopperscrossingnorth@cam.org.au to
receive more communications.
COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND
Thanksgiving:
Presbytery:

$
$

805.00
370.00

ENROLMENTS FOR PREP 2021 DUE SOON

CONGRATULATIONS FR SILVIO

If your child is due to begin Prep next year, you
are welcome to enrol them into one of our three
parish primary schools. Enrolment packs are
available from the school to which you are
zoned. To obtain a pack, contact:

We keep Fr Silvio in our prayers as we thank
God for the gift of his life as he celebrates his
“21st” birthday this Monday 25 May. God bless
you Fr Silvio!

St James the Apostle School on 9749 1000 or
sjhcn.catholic.edu.au/enrol
St Francis of Assisi School on 9749 9900
St Clare's School on 9371 8400
Once restrictions are lifted, we will be inviting
families to visit our schools in action. Keep watch
for dates of these Open Days and tours.
RCIA
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is
a program for any adult interested in becoming a
Catholic, receiving the Sacraments or exploring
the Catholic faith. The next season of RCIA will
begin with an information session on Saturday
27th June 2020 at 7.00pm via an online
meeting platform unless notified otherwise.
If you or anyone you know is interested, please
come along to the meeting. The invitation is also
extended to any Catholics who may want to
become more informed about the various
aspects of our Faith. Please contact Felix at
hopperscrossingnorth.rcia@cam.org.au
or
mobile 0431 008 563 for details.

LIVE PENTECOST EXPERIENCE
Dcn Royden is leading a Pentecost Experience
session to celebrate the great feast of Pentecost.
The session will be held on Sat 30 May starting
at 7:00pm over the ZOOM platform and consists
of Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, Praise
&
Worship,
Scripture
Reading,
Video,
Reflections, Silent reflection and Benediction.
The session can be accessed on ZOOM:
Meeting ID: 828 4668 6914
Password: 543198.
It will also be LIVE on the parish Facebook
Page. Come and join us to prepare for the feast
of Pentecost and to experience the renewed outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Enquiries Dcn Royden
on 0426 071 375.
BIBLE STUDY SESSION—MON 25 MAY
The combined Parishes of St James and St
Peters is hosting their next Bible Study session
on Mon 25 May from 7pm-8pm via ZOOM:
Meeting ID: 968 942 7525
Password: 2Vp4ef
This session will be on the Gospel of John,
Chapter 4. For more information please email
gonsalvesclive@hotmail.com.

THOMAS CARR COLLEGE—YR 7 2022
Enrolments for Yr 7 2022 at our Regional
College Thomas Carr are now open. Simply visit
their website on www.thomascarr.vic.edu.au for
Online Tours. Application Forms available via
email at registrar@thomascarr.vic.edu.au.
MARIAN COLLEGE—YR 7 2022
Enrolments for Yr 7 2022 at the all girls school
Marian College are now open. Online tours and
application forms available from their website:
www.mariansw.catholic.edu.au.
THANK YOU
Thank you to everyone who together raised
$175 this week for the Church Extension project.
Your generosity is much appreciated.
PRAYER LIST
Let us pray and support those in our community
who are sick. We especially pray for Ben
Cabicio, Fr John Taliana mssp, Jan Keogh, Avis
Fernandez, Sebastian Azzopardi, Giuseppe
Ricci, Dean Karitou, Marie Zammit, Eugene
Kotula, Marlene Baatjies, K.M. Boyson, Liz
Kalkbrenner, Anne Tejido Ekaterina Abdelahad
and Nadia Manadili, D. and Ema Camilleri,
Kerrie Boyson, Meleane Ahomana, K. and A.
Camilleri, Linda Noronha, Celia Pineda,
C.Camilleri, Mario Ranada, Marcelo Arenas, Arn
Raj, Sheillamar Cuetera, Zenaida Porciuncula,
Azucena Magcalas, Emmanuel Bernardo,
Manuel G. Martinez Jnr, Michael Xue, Robert
Azzopardi, Corey Cauchi, Teodora Gundayao,
Emerita Sagovia, Ann Maree Daly, Connie
Micallef, Paul Cutajar, Juanito Osumo, Mary
Ulep Guerzon, Tchiapke Joel, Jorge Maranan
Jnr, Evelyn Soneja, Maria De Brincat, Elizabeth
Magnaye, Mario Ranada, Paula Richards and all
those who are ill.
RECENTLY DECEASED & ANNIVERSARIES
Please pray for our loved ones whom we
remember especially Juletta Seymon, Bevan
Wilson, Pellegrino Corbo, Carmel Trento and
Thaddaeus Zhang who passed away recently,
Jaime Gamo, Antonietta Fabretto, Laurie
Fenech, Crispin and Teodora Chan, Resty and
Jay Padilla, Gliceria Rebano, Maria Ducut,
Ricardo Leonardo, Michael Papavero, John
Cusmano, Natu Portelli, Emy Saffarese, Jeff
Ruthvern, Ron Gamble and all whose
anniversaries occur at this time.

Please remember to support our sponsors

