Parish Office Hours:
Mon—Fri 9:30am-2:30pm

CONTACT DETAILS
Parish Priest:
Fr Jude Pirotta mssp
Telephone: 9401 6367
email:

hopperscrossingnorth@cam.org.au

Assistant Priest:
Fr Silvio Bezzina mssp
Assisting Priest:
Fr Brendan Byrne sj
Deacon:
Dcn Royden Dsouza
Parish Council President:
Geralyn McCarthy
Parish Secretaries:
Red Lusterio
Tita Manalo
Thanksgiving:
Maria Saldana
Parish Bookkeeper:
Angel Hartanto
Wed & Fri 9:30-2:30
Sacramental Co-Ord
Other Schools:
Wendy Gonsalves

hopperscrossingnorth.sacraments@cam.org.au

Youth Ministry Co-ord:
Red Lusterio 0409 184 299
St James Primary School:
Telephone: 9749 1000
Principal: Mary Abbott
principal@sjhcn.catholic.edu.au

St Francis Primary School:
Telephone: 9749 9900
Principal: Michelle Gillett
principal@sfatarneit.catholic.edu.au

St Clare’s Primary School:
Telephone: 9371 8400
Principal: Andrew Leighton

principal@sctruganina.catholic.edu.au

Thomas Carr College:
Telephone: 8734 2444
Principal: Craig Holmes
tcc@thomascarr.vic.edu.au
Weekday Masses:
Tues—Sat 9:00am

1st Friday Monthly:
Mass at 7:30pm
Adoration at 8:00-9:00pm
Reconciliation (Confession):
Saturday: 9:30am-10:00am
5:00-5:30pm
Sacrament of Baptism:

Contact Jacinta & John Fisher

0438 793 630

hopperscrossingnorth.baptism@cam.org.au

Weddings:
By appointment only
9401 6367

336 Derrimut Rd, Hoppers Crossing North, 3029
Under the Pastoral Care of the Paulist Missionaries
www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au

6th Sunday of Easter
17 May 2020
MESSAGE FROM FR JUDE
It is very positive to hear that as a country we seem to have made it through
the COVID tunnel to the other end. We are finally trying to get used to what
may be the new ‘normal.’ As we have been told repeatedly, we still have to
be very careful with the way we behave and watch the progress of this
pandemic. We sincerely hope we can soon be able to claim our life back!

There have been some relaxation with regards to the number of people that
can be in the same place together. It is positive to see that we can celebrate
weddings with ten guests, funerals with twenty mourners, and baptisms
where ten people can come together. While positive, this still puts great
restrictions to the way we can be together.
At this stage, although one is technically able to celebrate Mass with ten
people present, yet, after carefully considering all the options available, our
COVID-19 Committee has decided that at this stage we are not in a position
to change any of our procedures. Mass is a banquet, a joyful celebration for
the whole people of God. To limit this joyful feast to ten people, arbitrarily
excluding any others, does not seem fair to us. We will continue to monitor
the situation giving due regard to further relaxations as they arise.
While coming together as a People of God is a very important moment in the
life of the Body of Christ, something we cannot do at present, we need to
remind ourselves that this is not the only way we can live our faith. Faith
starts in the home, which is the basic unit of the Church. We need to
continue to practice coming together as a ‘family Church.’ Within this context
it is important that we encounter and get to know the Word of God. The
suggestion is that at least once a week, preferably on a Sunday, the whole
family comes together to read the Word of God, especially the gospel
reading chosen for that Sunday, and then pray using that text. We can stop
and reflect on what the Word of God means to us in our life, even at this
strange time. We are then invited to formulate our own private prayers. What
is it I would like to talk to God about? How do I praise him for his many gifts?
How do I express my concerns to God?
As a parish we will continue to live-stream and recorded Masses on the
parish Facebook page (facebook.com/stjamesapostlehcn) and website
(stjamesapostlehcn.com.au). We totally understand that this is not the same
as being physically present in the Church, but at this stage, this is the best
option we have available for us. Daily Masses are live-streamed at 9:00am,
Monday-Saturday on Facebook. The weekend Mass is pre-recorded and is
available on the Parish website at 10:00am on Sundays.
During this time we also continue to pray and to look out for people who are
lonely in their homes and who might need neighbourly support. Some people
may require assistance with shopping while others will greatly benefit from a
friendly phone call. This is where the Eucharist we participate in really comes
to life, when we look out and recognise Jesus in those who are in need
around us. Let us pray that we will soon be able to come together physically
to continue our journey of discipleship.

Fr Jude Pirotta mssp

Weekend Mass: Online on Sun 10:30am (www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au)

THANK YOU FOR THE SUPPORT

Dear Parishioners,
Over the last couple of months we have encouraged all parishioners to participate in thanksgiving
contributions by using direct debit as listed in the message below ‘Supporting the Parish’, thank
you to everyone who has taken up this option. Our Parish contributions over the last couple of
months has dropped significantly. This is leaving the Parish in a financially vulnerable position
and I am seeking alternate ways of topping up this loss.
Could I please encourage everyone to use the facilities listed below to ensure that our planned
giving contribution is maintained through these testing times. For those who are still contributing,
we are deeply grateful. It means the work of the Parish can continue in these difficult days. Thank
you for your commitment to the Parish. It is deeply appreciated.
Fr Jude and Fr Silvio
SUPPORTING THE PARISH
Dear Parish Family,

The Church Renovations continue at a cost of
$2.3 million. That is a hefty sum to pay, but we
are confident that with your help, we can do it.
A loan contract was signed before the
coronavirus made an appearance.
Our
contractual obligation is to pay it back in 20
years’ time.
We would like to thank you all for your moral
and financial support as the parish does rely on
your generosity. We remember the spirit of the
parish pioneers whose vision provided us with
the opportunity to worship, educate children,
and getting together as a community.
We do appreciate the generous donations of
parishioners who have asked how they may
contribute. In response to the question that
people are still asking, there are a few options
available:
1/ You can drop off your Thanksgiving
envelope at the Parish Office during
business hours: Monday – Friday 9.30am to
2.30pm. Alternatively, you can drop it off at
the After-Hours Drop Off Chute outside, next
to the Parish Office Entrance under the
window.
2/ Donations towards either Thanksgiving (1st
collection to support operational running
costs of the Parish) or towards the Church
Extensions, can be made through an
Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT) directly to
our Church bank account.
Account Name: St James the Apostle
Parish
BSB: 083-347
Account Number: 646205822
For Thanksgiving please use your
Thanksgiving Envelope number and your
surname so we can attribute your donation
correctly (Example: if your Thanksgiving
Envelope number is 123 and surname is
Smith, use the reference “123-Smith”).
For Church Extension, please use reference
“[your surname]-ChExt” (Example: SmithChExt)
Continued next coloumn

SUPPORTING THE PARISH—CONTINUED
3/ For Presbytery donation (2nd Collection),
you can transfer directly to our MSSP
Hoppers Crossing North bank account.
Account Name: Missionary Society of St
Paul
BSB: 083-153
Account Number.: 869470113
Please use the reference “Presby-[your
surname]“ so we can attribute your donation
correctly(Example: Presby-Smith)
A number of photos can be found on the Parish
Website showing the ongoing progress of the
Church Extensions. We thank God and all
those who have ben able to support the project
thus far. Please continue to pray and support
the works as best you can through the
Thanksgiving Program, generous donations
and the online giving as mentioned before.
We know these are challenging times. Please
know that we are with you in spirit and will
continue to pray for you, your families and
intentions in all of our daily private Masses.
Let us continue to remain connected with each
other in the days, weeks and months ahead.
Sincerely,
Angel Hartanto
Parish Bookkeeper

ST JAMES UPDATES: KEEPING INFORMED
To keep yourself updated with Parish news you
can visit:
Parish website: stjamesapostlehcn.com.au
Facebook: facebook.com/stjamesapostlehcn/
You can update your Census Email address by
emailing hopperscrossingnorth@cam.org.au to
receive more communications.
COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND
Thanksgiving:
Presbytery:

$
$

315.00
533.00

RCIA

MEDITATION AND MINDFULNESS

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is
a program for any adult interested in becoming a
Catholic, receiving the Sacraments or exploring
the Catholic faith. The next season of RCIA will
begin with an information session on Saturday
27th June 2020 at 7.00pm via an online
meeting platform unless notified otherwise.
If you or anyone you know is interested, please
come along to the meeting. The invitation is also
extended to any Catholics who may want to
become more informed about the various
aspects of our Faith. Please contact Felix at
hopperscrossingnorth.rcia@cam.org.au
or
mobile 0431 008 563 for details.

Reflection event via Zoom. Saturday 30 May
2020, 10am-1pm. Facilitated by Carol Dyer, this
event offers participants theory and practice in
meditation and mindfulness. Join us for an
opportunity to broaden your ways of accessing
your inner world and listening to what God is
inviting you to at this time. Cost $20. Bookings
and
payment
via
Trybooking
at
https://www.trybooking.com/BJNSJ. For more
information, contact holsc@bigpond.com or
tel 9890 1101.’

LAUDATO SI’ WEEK

To commemorate the fifth anniversary of his
landmark encyclical, “Laudato Si’ – on Care for
Our Common Home” – Pope Francis invites
Catholics from all over the world to renew his
urgent call to respond to the ecological crisis by
joining in a week of celebration and action.
On this fifth anniversary, Pope Francis invites all
Catholics to undertake ambitious actions to
address the mounting environmental perils
facing the planet and its people.
The question which Pope Francis leaves us with
is: "What kind of world do we want to leave to
those who will come after us, to children who are
growing up?"

As we honour the encyclical during Laudato Si’
Week, our world continues to be deeply affected
by the coronavirus pandemic. Laudato Si’ Week
helps us reshape the world that will arise after
the pandemic has passed. The present crisis is
an opportunity to start anew, and to make sure
that the world that arises after this crisis has
passed is sustainable and just.
For more information, go to the following link:
https://www.thomascarr.vic.edu.au/the-beacon/
Geralyn McCarthy, Director of Faith and Mission,
Thomas Carr College
MEN’S MINISTRY COORDINATOR
We are delighted to announce that Charles Mei
has been appointed the new Coordinator of the
St James Mens Ministry.
Charles, Monique and their two children have
recently returned back to our parish after living in
Sydney. Charles will be heading the Ministry, the
role which was currently being filled in by
Deacon Royden.
Please join me in wishing Charles all the best in
his new role.
Fr Jude Pirotta.

PROJECT COMPASSION
Project Compassion Boxes/Envelopes can be
returned to the Parish Office—Mon-Fri, 9:30am2:30pm. Thank you again for your generosity
during these difficult times. For more information
please contact the Parish Office.
THANK YOU
Thank you to the continued generosity of
Parishioners who have been supporting the
Church Extensions this week. Thank you to
everyone who together raised $185 this week for
the Church Extensions.
PRAYER LIST
Let us pray and support those in our community
who are sick. We especially pray for Ben
Cabicio, Fr John Taliana mssp, Jan Keogh, Avis
Fernandez, Sebastian Azzopardi, Giuseppe
Ricci, Dean Karitou, Marie Zammit, Eugene
Kotula, Marlene Baatjies, K.M. Boyson, Liz
Kalkbrenner, Anne Tejido Ekaterina Abdelahad
and Nadia Manadili, D. and Ema Camilleri,
Kerrie Boyson, Meleane Ahomana, K. and A.
Camilleri, Linda Noronha, Celia Pineda,
C.Camilleri, Mario Ranada, Marcelo Arenas, Arn
Raj, Sheillamar Cuetera, Zenaida Porciuncula,
Azucena Magcalas, Emmanuel Bernardo,
Manuel G. Martinez Jnr, Michael Xue, Robert
Azzopardi, Corey Cauchi, Teodora Gundayao,
Emerita Sagovia, Ann Maree Daly, Connie
Micallef, Paul Cutajar, Juanito Osumo, Mary
Ulep Guerzon, Tchiapke Joel, Jorge Maranan
Jnr, Evelyn Soneja, Maria De Brincat, Elizabeth
Magnaye, Mario Ranada, Paula Richards and all
those who are ill.
RECENTLY DECEASED & ANNIVERSARIES
Please pray for our loved ones whom we
remember especially Carmel Trento, Pellegrino
Corbo and Bevan Wilson, who passed away
recently, Louis D'Almeida, Charlie Carabott,
Manuel Sesante, Lynne Nagy, Emy Saffarese,
Jeff Ruthvern, Ron Gamble and all whose
anniversaries occur at this time.

Please remember to support our sponsors

