Parish Office Hours:
Mon—Fri 9:30am-2:30pm

CONTACT DETAILS

336 Derrimut Rd, Hoppers Crossing North, 3029
Under the Pastoral Care of the Paulist Missionaries

Parish Priest:
Fr Jude Pirotta mssp
Telephone: 9401 6367
email:

www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au

5th Sunday of Easter
10 May 2020

hopperscrossingnorth@cam.org.au

Assistant Priest:
Fr Silvio Bezzina mssp
Assisting Priest:
Fr Brendan Byrne sj
Deacon:
Dcn Royden Dsouza
Parish Council President:
Geralyn McCarthy
Parish Secretaries:
Red Lusterio
Tita Manalo
Thanksgiving:
Maria Saldana
Parish Bookkeeper:
Angel Hartanto
Wed & Fri 9:30-2:30
Sacramental Co-Ord
Other Schools:
Wendy Gonsalves

hopperscrossingnorth.sacraments@cam.org.au

Youth Ministry Co-ord:
Red Lusterio 0409 184 299
St James Primary School:
Telephone: 9749 1000
Principal: Mary Abbott
principal@sjhcn.catholic.edu.au

St Francis Primary School:
Telephone: 9749 9900
Principal: Michelle Gillett
principal@sfatarneit.catholic.edu.au

St Clare’s Primary School:
Telephone: 9371 8400
Principal: Andrew Leighton

principal@sctruganina.catholic.edu.au

Thomas Carr College:
Telephone: 8734 2444
Principal: Craig Holmes
tcc@thomascarr.vic.edu.au
Weekday Masses:
Tues—Sat 9:00am

1st Friday Monthly:
Mass at 7:30pm
Adoration at 8:00-9:00pm
Reconciliation (Confession):
Saturday: 9:30am-10:00am
5:00-5:30pm
Sacrament of Baptism:

Contact Jacinta & John Fisher

0438 793 630

hopperscrossingnorth.baptism@cam.org.au

Weddings:
By appointment only
9401 6367

MESSAGE FROM FR JUDE
Dear Parish Family,
I trust, through the grace of God that this letter finds you well. Given the enormous
changes that we are living through, I must acknowledge that as a priest, I have never
experienced a more difficult time, especially the suspension of public Masses and
parish gatherings.

The current situation presents all of us with many challenges that through our daily
prayers and our trust in God, we will see come to an end very soon. May we use this
time after Easter as an opportunity to ask God's guidance, protection, and blessings to
end the spread of this deadly virus. Several weeks ago, our schools resumed with our
teachers doing an amazing job preparing for online learning and preparing for the small
group that need to come to school. Red, Tita, Angel and Maria, are working from home
and alternating their days at the parish office. I certainly miss the daily encounter with
all of you, but this current arrangement of distancing and restrictions will come to an
end and when that does happen, I plan for us to gather both for the celebration of Mass
and for catching up with friends once again.
Parents, may I acknowledge the challenges confronting you with at home and back to
school learning and with everything else that goes with it. True we cannot get to our
church worshipping centre at this time, in the physical parish sense, but the life of the
Church is present in your families, in your household and in your circumstances, no
matter what that might be, being part of the Body of Christ and part of your life at the
moment. Please note that we do miss you and long to be reunited with you when all this
passes. Here at St James the church building extensions continue, as we look forward
to its completion later in the year.
The Corona Virus, dear friends, has helped us realise perhaps that churches are not
being closed; buildings are being closed, we are the Body of Christ! The gospel is not
constrained by quarantine, because Jesus is bigger than the Corona Virus! God can,
and is, moving powerfully during this time; our challenge is to prayerfully discern where
the Holy Spirit is moving and then go there and join in the work.
Some ways in which we, as a parish, have been serving the community have been
delivering groceries and medicines, dropping off parish bulletins for people unable to
manage the internet, advertising support to parishioners struggling with anxiety and
loneliness or young children and those in self-isolation, making care calls, ministering to
families and our youth, as they experience long days at home, remaining connected by
using the Zoom platform for many meetings, setting up online faith sharing,
communicating to the youth and young adult groups, and offering online Masses.
We have been overwhelmed by the generosity of so many parishioners ministering to
us also at this time with food drop offs, prayers, texts, emails and phone calls.
I think that when the dust settles, we will all realise how very little we need, how very
much we actually have, and the true value of human connections. I thank Fr Silvio and
Dcn Royden for their invaluable support and outreach to the community at this time,
and all the facilitators of our ministries.
The COVID19 pandemic has affected almost every aspect of our lives and Mother’s
Day will be no exception, with most celebrations happening over the phone or online.
Let us thank our God for the gift of motherhood and all women of faith who have
impacted our lives.
I asked one mother this week was there anything she needed this Mother’s Day—her
reply was I didn’t need another box of chocolates. I just need to be treated equally and
with respect, everyday of the year.
God bless you all. Go gently, stay safe and keep smiling!
Fr Jude Pirotta mssp

Weekend Mass: Online on Sun 10:30am (www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au)

A HAPPY AND BLESSED MOTHER’S DAY TO ALL MUMS!

Dear Lord, today I turn to you to give you thanks for my mother. With your own gift of life, she
bore me in her womb and gave me life. She tenderly, patiently cared for me and taught me to
walk and talk. She read to me and made me laugh. No one delighted in my successes more; no
one could comfort me better in my failures. I am so grateful for how she mothered me and
mentored me, and even disciplined me. Please bless her, Lord, and comfort her. Help her loving
heart to continue to love and give of herself to others. Strengthen her when she is down and give
her hope when she is discouraged.
To all the mothers in our Parish Community we say thanks for the many ways you model the love
of Christ in our lives. We wish you a very peace-filled and special day.
Fr Jude, Fr Silvio, Fr Brendan, Dcn Royden and the Parish Pastoral Council
SUPPORTING THE PARISH
Dear Parish Family,

The Church Renovations continue at a cost of
$2.3 million. That is a hefty sum to pay, but we
are confident that with your help, we can do it.
A loan contract was signed before the
coronavirus made an appearance.
Our
contractual obligation is to pay it back in 20
years’ time.
We would like to thank you all for your moral
and financial support as the parish does rely on
your generosity. We remember the spirit of the
parish pioneers whose vision provided us with
the opportunity to worship, educate children,
and getting together as a community.
We do appreciate the generous donations of
parishioners who have asked how they may
contribute. In response to the question that
people are still asking, there are a few options
available:
1/ You can drop off your Thanksgiving
envelope at the Parish Office during
business hours: Monday – Friday 9.30am to
2.30pm. Alternatively, you can drop it off at
the After-Hours Drop Off Chute outside, next
to the Parish Office Entrance under the
window.
2/ Donations towards either Thanksgiving (1st
collection to support operational running
costs of the Parish) or towards the Church
Extensions, can be made through an
Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT) directly to
our Church bank account.
Account Name: St James the Apostle
Parish
BSB: 083-347
Account Number: 646205822
For Thanksgiving please use your
Thanksgiving Envelope number and your
surname so we can attribute your donation
correctly (Example: if your Thanksgiving
Envelope number is 123 and surname is
Smith, use the reference “123-Smith”).
For Church Extension, please use reference
“[your surname]-ChExt” (Example: SmithChExt)
Continued next coloumn

SUPPORTING THE PARISH—CONTINUED
3/ For Presbytery donation (2nd Collection),
you can transfer directly to our MSSP
Hoppers Crossing North bank account.
Account Name: Missionary Society of St
Paul
BSB: 083-153
Account Number.: 869470113
Please use the reference “Presby-[your
surname]“ so we can attribute your donation
correctly(Example: Presby-Smith)
A number of photos can be found on the Parish
Website showing the ongoing progress of the
Church Extensions. We thank God and all
those who have ben able to support the project
thus far. Please continue to pray and support
the works as best you can through the
Thanksgiving Program, generous donations
and the online giving as mentioned before.
We know these are challenging times. Please
know that we are with you in spirit and will
continue to pray for you, your families and
intentions in all of our daily private Masses.
Let us continue to remain connected with each
other in the days, weeks and months ahead.
Sincerely,
Angel Hartanto
Parish Bookkeeper

ST JAMES UPDATES: KEEPING INFORMED
To keep yourself updated with Parish news you
can visit:
Parish website: stjamesapostlehcn.com.au
Facebook: facebook.com/stjamesapostlehcn/
You can update your Census Email address by
emailing hopperscrossingnorth@cam.org.au to
receive more communications.
COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND
Thanksgiving:
Presbytery:

$
$

1005.00
450.00

RCIA

STAYING CONNECTED

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is
a program for any adult interested in becoming a
Catholic, receiving the Sacraments or exploring
the Catholic faith. The next season of RCIA will
begin with an information session on Saturday
27th June 2020 at 7.00pm via an online
meeting platform unless notified otherwise.
If you or anyone you know is interested, please
come along to the meeting. The invitation is also
extended to any Catholics who may want to
become more informed about the various
aspects of our Faith. Please contact Felix at
hopperscrossingnorth.rcia@cam.org.au
or
mobile 0431 008 563 for details.

We encourage all of you, our Parishioners to
remain united with us and join us in our Daily
Live-Streamed Masses (Mon-Sat) on Facebook
(www.facebook.com/stjamesapostlehcn/),
and
Weekend Online Masses from the Parish
Website (www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au).

THANK YOU

Project Compassion Boxes/Envelopes can be
returned to the Parish Office—Mon-Fri, 9:30am2:30pm. Thank you again for your generosity
during these difficult times. For more information
please contact the Parish Office.

Thank you to the continued generosity of
Parishioners who have been supporting the
Church Extensions this week. Thank you to
everyone who together raised $435 this week for
the Church Extensions.
GOSPEL REFLECTION BY FR BRENDAN
Today’s Gospel comes from the long instruction
that Jesus, according to the Fourth Gospel, gives
to his disciples at the Last Supper. He reflects
upon his return to the Father and what his
absence will mean for the disciples.
Jesus’ “departure” seems to operate on two
levels. The setting of the supper on the night
before he dies makes it natural to understand
“going away” as a reference to his imminent
departure in death; his “coming back”, then,
would refer to his appearance on the third day as
risen Lord.
At another level, however, Jesus addresses a
more permanent “going away” when, following
his appearances to the disciples as risen Lord,
he finally ascends to the Father (see John
20:17). From this perspective, his “coming back”
would refer to his return at the end of time.
At this level the instruction Jesus gives does not
bear upon the short space between Good Friday
and Easter, but upon the indefinite “time of the
Church” that will follow.
During this time—which remains our time—the
disciples will not enjoy his physical presence. But
Jesus insists that it will be a better time in fact.
His death on the cross will defeat the grip of sin
and death upon the human race, and open up for
us the gift of eternal life.
Jesus is “the Way, the Truth, and the Life” in the
sense that his death supremely reveals the
“truth” about God (that God is love) and opens
up the “way” to human sharing in God’s (eternal)
“life”.

Keep referring to the resources and links you
see available on the website. Keep in contact
with us through the Parish Bulletin, and if you
would like to receive it by email, please register
from our website.
PROJECT COMPASSION

PRAYER LIST
Let us pray and support those in our community
who are sick. We especially pray for Ben
Cabicio, Fr John Taliana, Jan Keogh, Avis
Fernandez, Sebastian Azzopardi, Giuseppe
Ricci, Dean Karitou, Marie Zammit, Eugene
Kotula, Marlene Baatjies, K.M. Boyson, Liz
Kalkbrenner, Anne Tejido Ekaterina Abdelahad
and Nadia Manadili, D. and Ema Camilleri,
Kerrie Boyson, Meleane Ahomana, K. and A.
Camilleri, Linda Noronha, Celia Pineda,
C.Camilleri, Mario Ranada, Marcelo Arenas, Arn
Raj, Sheillamar Cuetera, Zenaida Porciuncula,
Azucena Magcalas, Emmanuel Bernardo,
Manuel G. Martinez Jnr, Michael Xue, Robert
Azzopardi, Corey Cauchi, Teodora Gundayao,
Emerita Sagovia, Ann Maree Daly, Connie
Micallef, Paul Cutajar, Juanito Osumo, Mary
Ulep Guerzon, Tchiapke Joel, Jorge Maranan
Jnr, Evelyn Soneja, Maria De Brincat, Elizabeth
Magnaye, Mario Ranada, Paula Richards and all
those who are ill.
RECENTLY DECEASED & ANNIVERSARIES
Please pray for our loved ones whom we
remember especially Bill McLaughlin, Cahyadi
Suryoko, Bevan Wilson, Leonila B. Gatus, Lino
Sarmiento, Carmel Trento, Maria Stella Borg,
Marianne Ricci and Pellegrino Corbo who
passed away recently, Gabriel and Freda
Rodericks, Basil Agapis, Lena Antao, Maria
Kovacs, Elizabeth Varga, Olga Salamon,
Angelina Almeida, Maria Perera, Lucia Micallef,
Antonia Valletta, Rodolfo Go, Natu Portelli, Emy
Saffarese, Jeff Ruthvern, Ron Gamble, Grech
and Hili Families, Pio Manalo, Cristito Ocuaman,
Vince Keogh and all whose anniversaries occur
at this time.

Please remember to support our sponsors

