Parish Office Hours:
Mon—Fri 9:30am-2:30pm

CONTACT DETAILS
Parish Priest:
Fr Jude Pirotta mssp
Telephone: 9401 6367
email:

hopperscrossingnorth@cam.org.au

Assistant Priest:
Fr Silvio Bezzina mssp
Assisting Priest:
Fr Brendan Byrne sj
Deacon:
Dcn Royden Dsouza
Parish Council President:
Geralyn McCarthy
Parish Secretaries:
Red Lusterio
Tita Manalo
Thanksgiving:
Maria Saldana
Parish Bookkeeper:
Angel Hartanto
Wed & Fri 9:30-2:30
Sacramental Co-Ord
Other Schools:
Wendy Gonsalves

hopperscrossingnorth.sacraments@cam.org.au

Youth Ministry Co-ord:
Red Lusterio 0409 184 299
St James Primary School:
Telephone: 9749 1000
Principal: Mary Abbott
principal@sjhcn.catholic.edu.au

St Francis Primary School:
Telephone: 9749 9900
Principal: Michelle Gillett
principal@sfatarneit.catholic.edu.au

St Clare’s Primary School:
Telephone: 9371 8400
Principal: Andrew Leighton

principal@sctruganina.catholic.edu.au

Thomas Carr College:
Telephone: 8734 2444
Principal: Craig Holmes
tcc@thomascarr.vic.edu.au
Weekday Masses:
Tues—Sat 9:00am

1st Friday Monthly:
Mass at 7:30pm
Adoration at 8:00-9:00pm
Reconciliation (Confession):
Saturday: 9:30am-10:00am
5:00-5:30pm
Sacrament of Baptism:

Contact Jacinta & John Fisher

0438 793 630

hopperscrossingnorth.baptism@cam.org.au

Weddings:
By appointment only
9401 6367

336 Derrimut Rd, Hoppers Crossing North, 3029
Under the Pastoral Care of the Paulist Missionaries
www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au

4th Sunday of Easter
03 May 2020
GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY
Jesus is the Good Shepherd. He invites us to follow him and lays down his life to
rebuild the bridge of reconciliation between God and humanity. He is the gate of the
sheepfold and we can only be saved when we pass through him. Peter, in the first
reading, and Paul, in the second reading, both encourage us to return to the fold;
Easter, the celebration of the salvation acquired for us by the Lamb, is a reminder
of the need to follow the shepherd.

The fourth Sunday of Easter, Good Shepherd Sunday, is also celebrated by the
Church as a day of prayers for vocations. We are all called to minister in this
Church. Some are called to minister as parents, teachers, catechists and preachers
of the word, others are called to religious life, as deacons or priests, or as
missionaries.
Together with the Church, Joseph De Piro celebrated Vocations Sunday. It was an
opportunity for him to speak about his own young society. He encouraged young
men to join his society by writing about the missionary religious vocation in the
almanac he published: San Pawl: Almanakk tal-Istitut tal-Missjoni.
Following are some quotes from articles published by De Piro.
“God calls missionaries in a variety of ways; he invites them to go out into
the world to preach the good news. Some hear the call during a sermon;
others feel called reading a letter sent to them by a friend, who has himself
been to the missions or will be going there …. God is still calling; it is up to
us to answer with the same generosity of our father St Paul: ‘Lord, what do
you want me to do? I am here to serve you.’”
“Those who form part of God’s household, are transformed into a channel of
grace between God and their family. Through their relationship with God,
they sanctify the bonds with those around them, and even though they may
be distant from their parents, brothers or sisters, the love for their family
stays alive and pure. They often think of their family and never cease to ask
God to send his blessings upon them.”
“The missionary vocation is a privileged calling; but it also carries with it
great sacrifices. The missionary has to separate himself from his
environment, his country and his relatives. However, those called happily
follow in the way of the cross. They perform this great sacrifice wholeheartedly. When they leave everything to follow Jesus, they feel very
satisfied.”
——————————————————————————
Dear friends, as we sit in moments of silence during this pandemic, let us let God
minister to our fears and assure us that He is the Good Shepherd who will tend to
his flock. We can relax because even when we have nothing, there is enough to go
around. There is no need to justify ourselves before God—to do things “for” God so
that we can feel worthy of His love.
Perhaps God wants us to sit with our feelings and anxieties so that he can show us
how generous he really is. The truth is we cannot do anything “for” God. Rather,
he wants to do something for us. He is the giver. Maybe this is a time for us to sit
and receive.
Let us enter into the silence together as one flock, discovering how broken and
needy we are, and how good our shepherd is. In this silence let us hold in our
hearts our broken and needy world, especially the sick and the dying.
Fr Jude Pirotta

Weekend Mass: Online on Sun 10:30am (www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au)

SUPPORTING THE PARISH

Dear Parish Family,
The Church Renovations continue at a cost of
$2.3 million. That is a hefty sum to pay, but we
are confident that with your help, we can do it.
A loan contract was signed before the
coronavirus made an appearance.
Our
contractual obligation is to pay it back in 20
years’ time.
We would like to thank you all for your moral
and financial support as the parish does rely on
your generosity. We remember the spirit of the
parish pioneers whose vision provided us with
the opportunity to worship, educate children,
and getting together as a community.

We do appreciate the generous donations of
parishioners who have asked how they may
contribute. In response to the question that
people are still asking, there are a few options
available:
1/ You can drop off your Thanksgiving
envelope at the Parish Office during
business hours: Monday – Friday 9.30am to
2.30pm. Alternatively, you can drop it off at
the After-Hours Drop Off Chute outside, next
to the Parish Office Entrance under the
window.
2/ Donations towards either Thanksgiving (1st
collection to support operational running
costs of the Parish) or towards the Church
Extensions, can be made through an
Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT) directly to
our Church bank account.
Account Name: St James the Apostle
Parish
BSB: 083-347
Account Number: 646205822
For Thanksgiving please use your
Thanksgiving Envelope number and your
surname so we can attribute your donation
correctly (Example: if your Thanksgiving
Envelope number is 123 and surname is
Smith, use the reference “123-Smith”).
For Church Extension, please use reference
“[your surname]-ChExt” (Example: SmithChExt)
3/ For Presbytery donation (2nd Collection),
you can transfer directly to our MSSP
Hoppers Crossing North bank account.
Account Name: Missionary Society of St
Paul
BSB: 083-153
Account Number.: 869470113
Please use the reference “Presby-[your
surname]“ so we can attribute your donation
correctly(Example: Presby-Smith)
Continued in next coloumn

SUPPORTING THE PARISH—CONTINUED

A number of photos can be found on the Parish
Website and on the back page of this Bulletin,
showing the ongoing progress of the Church
Extensions. We thank God and all those who
have ben able to support the project thus far.
Please continue to pray and support the works
as best you can through the Thanksgiving
Program, generous donations and the online
giving as mentioned before.
We know these are challenging times. Please
know that we are with you in spirit and will
continue to pray for you, your families and
intentions in all of our daily private Masses.
Let us continue to remain connected with each
other in the days, weeks and months ahead.
Sincerely,
Angel Hartanto, Parish Bookkeeper
RCIA
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
is a program for any adult interested in
becoming a Catholic, receiving the Sacraments
or exploring the Catholic faith. The next
season of RCIA will begin with an information
session on Saturday 27th June 2020 at 7.00pm
via an online meeting platform unless
notified otherwise. If you or anyone you know
is interested, please come along to the
meeting. The invitation is also extended to any
Catholics who may want to become more
informed about the various aspects of our
Faith.
Please
contact
Felix
at
hopperscrossingnorth.rcia@cam.org.au
or
mobile 0431 008 563 for details.
ST JAMES UPDATES: KEEPING INFORMED
To keep yourself updated with Parish news you
can visit:
Parish website: stjamesapostlehcn.com.au
Facebook: facebook.com/stjamesapostlehcn/
You can update your Census Email address by
emailing hopperscrossingnorth@cam.org.au to
receive more communications.
PROJECT COMPASSION
Project Compassion Boxes/Envelopes can be
returned to the Parish Office—Mon-Fri, 9:30am
-2:30pm. Thank you again for generosity during
these difficult times. For more information
please contact the Parish Office.
COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND
Thanksgiving:
Presbytery:

$
$

665.00
42.00

FR MARIO – MISSION TO THE PHILIPPINES

MOTHER’S DAY—NEXT WEEKEND

Fr Mario Zammit who has served diligently and
with great integrity in the Parish of St John’s
Heidelberg, after 6 years, has been assigned to
our MSSP Mission in the Parish of St Catherine
of Alexandria, Bataan in the Philippines. Fr
Mario will remain serving in the Parish of St
John’s until mid-August. We willll have the
opportunity to farewell Fr Mario at a later date.

Next weekend we celebrate and remember the
gift of motherhood. A collage tribute for all
mothers in our Parish is being compiled. If you
would like a picture of your mother included,
please email hopperscrossingnorth@cam.org.au
the picture by this Thurs 06 May. All pictures will
be destroyed once the collage is completed.

We thank Fr Mario who is known to many of us
and are grateful for the way he has ministered
within the Archdiocese of Melbourne and
Sydney and his living out of the MSSP Charism.
We give thanks too for his loyal commitment and
the work behind the scenes in supporting our
Parish here at St James. Let us keep Fr Mario
in our prayers as he prepares for his transition of
missionary service.
WORLD DAY OF VOCATIONS
Today is the World Day of Vocations.
Francis tells us:

Pope

Every vocation is born of that gaze of love with
which the Lord came to meet us, perhaps even
at a time when our boat was being battered by
the storm. We will succeed in discovering and
embracing our vocation once we open our hearts
in gratitude and perceive the passage of God in
our lives. (Message for World Day of Prayer for
Vocations, 2020)

Let us pray for the young people in our
community, and in our families and circle of
friends, May our prayers and presence reflect
the gaze of love form the Lord to help them
discover their vocation.
PRAYER SESSIONS ON ZOOM
Deacon Royden has been holding weekly ZOOM
prayer sessions as follows;
Mon Mens Ministry starts 6.30 pm
Tues St Anthony Devotional Prayers
followed by Rosary starts 7 pm
Wed Mother of Perpetual Succour Prayers
followed by Rosary starts 7 pm
Thurs Mens Ministry starts 7.30 pm
Fri
Holy Hour of Adoration followed by
Divine Mercy Chaplet starts 7 pm
Sun Faith Sharing Sessions starts 7 pm
If you would like to participate in any of these
prayer sessions please contact Deacon Royden
on 0426 071 375. All parishioners are welcome
to participate.
THANK YOU
Thank you to the continued generosity of
Parishioners who have been supporting the
Church Extensions this week. Special thanks
goes to the Parishioners who donated $2000,
$300 and $100 towards the Church Extensions.

STAYING CONNECTED
We encourage all of you, our Parishioners to
remain united with us and join us in our Daily
Live-Streamed Masses (Mon-Sat) on Facebook
(www.facebook.com/stjamesapostlehcn/),
and
Weekend Online Masses from the Parish
Website (www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au).

Keep referring to the resources and links you
see available on the website. Keep in contact
with us through the Parish Bulletin, and if you
would like to receive it by email, please register
from our website.
MASS INTENTIONS
Mass Intentions for sick, deceased parishioners
of for those whose anniversaries occurring at
this time can be written down clearly, placed in
an envelope and put in the After Hours Drop Off
Chute a the Parish Office with the date you
require the Mass offered.
PRAYER LIST
Let us pray and support those in our community
who are sick. We especially pray for Giuseppe
Ricci, Dean Karitou, Marie Zammit, Eugene
Kotula, Marlene Baatjies, Avis Fernandez, K.M.
Boyson, Liz Kalkbrenner, Anne Tejido Ekaterina
Abdelahad and Nadia Manadili, D. and Ema
Camilleri, Kerrie Boyson, Meleane Ahomana, K.
and A. Camilleri, Linda Noronha, Celia Pineda,
C.Camilleri, Mario Ranada, Marcelo Arenas, Arn
Raj, Sheillamar Cuetera, Zenaida Porciuncula,
Azucena Magcalas, Emmanuel Bernardo,
Manuel G. Martinez Jnr, Michael Xue, Robert
Azzopardi, Corey Cauchi, Teodora Gundayao,
Emerita Sagovia, Ann Maree Daly, Connie
Micallef, Paul Cutajar, Juanito Osumo, Mary
Ulep Guerzon, Tchiapke Joel, Jorge Maranan
Jnr, Evelyn Soneja, Maria De Brincat, Elizabeth
Magnaye, Mario Ranada, Paula Richards and all
those who are ill.
RECENTLY DECEASED & ANNIVERSARIES
Please pray for our loved ones whom we
remember especially Marianne Ricci, Antonia
Cassetta, Antoinetta Fabbretto and Victor
Fernandes who passed away recently, Ann
Pirotta, Maria Kovacs, Elizabeth Varga, Olga
Salamon, Mary Xerri, Frank Logiusto and
Alphonse Sultana and all whose anniversaries
occur at this time.

CHURCH EXTENSION

Gracious God,
We praise You and thank You for the abundance of blessings
You have given our St James family. We ask You to continue to
pour out Your Holy Spirit upon us, and to guide our renovation
plans. You have called us to this mission at this time. May we
hear and answer in a way that is pleasing to You.
Grant that our hearts be open to You, and that we be willing to
bring this church renovation to fruition. May each of us respond in
true generosity, that our church may be a beautiful place of
worship built on the firm foundation set by others before us. May
our participation be so generous that future generations may continue to worship and adore You
here.
May our mission to build up Your Kingdom always be foremost in our midst. May we welcome the
stranger, and always share Your love with others, especially those in need. Bless the work of all
involved in designing, repairing ad renovating our church home. May it give glory to Your name.
We pray that all who join us in worship come to know a personal and loving relationship with You.
May we follow where you lead.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

