Parish Office Hours:
Mon—Fri 9:30am-2:30pm

CONTACT DETAILS

336 Derrimut Rd, Hoppers Crossing North, 3029
Under the Pastoral Care of the Paulist Missionaries

Parish Priest:
Fr Jude Pirotta mssp
Telephone: 9401 6367
email:

www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au

3rd Sunday of Easter
26 April 2020

hopperscrossingnorth@cam.org.au

Assistant Priest:
Fr Silvio Bezzina mssp
Assisting Priest:
Fr Brendan Byrne sj
Deacon:
Dcn Royden Dsouza
Parish Council President:
Geralyn McCarthy
Parish Secretaries:
Red Lusterio
Tita Manalo
Thanksgiving:
Maria Saldana
Parish Bookkeeper:
Angel Hartanto
Wed & Fri 9:30-2:30
Sacramental Co-Ord
Other Schools:
Wendy Gonsalves

LETTER FROM FR JUDE, FR SILVIO AND ANGEL HARTANTO
Dear Parishioners,
We hope that you enjoyed a blessed Easter, and in the difficult
circumstances related to the coronavirus, you have had the opportunity to be
with and enjoy time with your family and loved ones. We are aware that this
is a difficult time for everyone, especially the most vulnerable.
Our plans to celebrate weekday liturgies at Thomas Carr College, and
weekend masses, including Easter liturgies, at the Paulist Centre had to be
abandoned because of restrictions related to COVID-19. You may of course
follow the celebrations on our Parish website and/or Facebook page. We do
miss physically seeing you.
As you know, work on the church extension started in mid-February 2020,
and they have continued at a steady pace since then. The old presbytery
was the first to go, and Fr Jude and Fr Silvio are settling in the new
presbytery in Hilden Close.

hopperscrossingnorth.sacraments@cam.org.au

Youth Ministry Co-ord:
Red Lusterio 0409 184 299
St James Primary School:
Telephone: 9749 1000
Principal: Mary Abbott
principal@sjhcn.catholic.edu.au

We are now on Stage 2 of the Parish project, which is the restructuring and
the renovation of our parish church. This is going to cost the Parish $ 2.3
million. That is a hefty sum to pay, but we are confident that with your help,
we can do it. A loan contract was signed before the coronavirus made an
appearance. Our contractual obligation is to pay it back in 20 years’ time.

St Francis Primary School:
Telephone: 9749 9900
Principal: Michelle Gillett

We would like to thank you all for your moral and financial support as the
parish does rely on your generosity. We remember the spirit of the parish
pioneers whose vision provided us with the opportunity to worship, educate
children, and getting together as a community.

St Clare’s Primary School:
Telephone: 9371 8400
Principal: Andrew Leighton

We do appreciate the generous donations of parishioners who have asked
how they may contribute. In response to the question that people are still
asking, there are a few options available:

Thomas Carr College:
Telephone: 8734 2444
Principal: Craig Holmes
tcc@thomascarr.vic.edu.au

1/ You can drop off your Thanksgiving envelope at the Parish Office
during business hours: Monday – Friday 9.30am to 2.30pm.
Alternatively, you can drop it off at the After-Hours Drop Off Chute
outside, next to the Parish Office Entrance under the window.
2/ Donations towards either Thanksgiving (1st collection to support
operational running costs of the Parish) or towards the Church
Extensions, can be made through an Electronic Fund Transfer
(EFT) directly to our Church bank account.
Account Name: St James the Apostle Parish
BSB: 083-347
Account Number: 646205822
For Thanksgiving please use your Thanksgiving Envelope number
and your surname so we can attribute your donation correctly
(Example: if your Thanksgiving Envelope number is 123 and surname
is Smith, use the reference “123-Smith”).
For Church Extension, please use reference “[your surname]ChExt” (Example: Smith-ChExt)
(Continued on Page 2)
Weekend Mass: Online on Sun 10:30am (www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au)

principal@sfatarneit.catholic.edu.au

principal@sctruganina.catholic.edu.au

Weekday Masses:
Tues—Sat 9:00am

1st Friday Monthly:
Mass at 7:30pm
Adoration at 8:00-9:00pm
Reconciliation (Confession):
Saturday: 9:30am-10:00am
5:00-5:30pm
Sacrament of Baptism:

Contact Jacinta & John Fisher

0438 793 630

hopperscrossingnorth.baptism@cam.org.au

Weddings:
By appointment only
9401 6367

LETTER FROM FR JUDE, FR SILVIO & ANGEL HARTANTO—CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
3/ For Presbytery donation (2nd Collection), you can transfer directly to our MSSP
Hoppers Crossing North bank account.
Account Name: Missionary Society of St Paul
BSB: 083-153
Account Number.: 869470113
Please use the reference “Presby-[your surname]“ so we can attribute your donation
correctly(Example: Presby-Smith)
We know these are challenging times. Please know that we are with you in spirit and will
continue to pray for you, your families and intentions in all of our daily private Masses.
Let us continue to remain connected with each other in the days, weeks and months ahead.
Yours in Love Risen,
Fr Jude Pirotta, Parish Priest
Fr Silvio Bezzina, Assistant Priest
Angel Hartanto, Parish Bookkeeper
GOSPEL REFLECTION BY FR BRENDAN
A feature of the resurrection stories in the
Gospels is the way in which the risen Lord
appears to people exactly as they are: to the
disciples in their fear, to Mary Magdalene in her
sorrow, to Thomas in his doubting. The
encounter told in today’s Gospel is no
exception. Jesus appears to two disciples in
their bitter disillusionment and loss of hope
By not revealing himself to them immediately
but simply accompanying them as a fellow
traveller, the Lord respects their experience,
letting them tell their story to the end. Only then
does he pick it up and weave it into his own
instruction.
He shows them how the recent events in
Jerusalem had followed the path indicated for
the Messiah in the Scriptures, rather than that
of Israel’s political liberation that had been
central to their own messianic hope.
Captivated by this companion, the disciples
constrain him to be their guest. But once
indoors, a reversal takes place: they, who had
offered hospitality to him, find themselves
guests at a table he provides. The Eucharistic
gestures at the breaking of the bread reveal
him at last as risen Lord.
Instantly, he vanishes from their sight, and they
hurry back to Jerusalem to share with the other
disciples their experience of the risen Lord.
This wonderful story perfectly models the life of
the Church. Fortified by the Spirit, the Church
continues through Word and Sacrament the
mission of the Lord. It walks alongside
disillusioned, hurt humanity, expounding the
Scriptures, and in the Eucharist provides the
hospitality of God.
COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND
Thanksgiving:
Presbytery:

$
$

687.00
730.00

HELP FOR PARISHIONERS RE COVID-19
A group of parishioners have joined together to
provide help and assistance to those in our
parish who have been impacted by the COVID
19 VIRUS. Help is available by way of goods
and services in the form of groceries, food,
clothing, furniture and other services in
compliance with the Government Restrictions
imposed in Victoria. Deacon Royden has kindly
agreed to lead this initiative and so if you are in
need or know anyone in need of help please
do not hesitate to message Deacon Royden
directly on 0426 071 375 and he will get in
touch with you soonest. Please note that all
requests will be reviewed and approved by Fr
Jude and will be kept private and confidential.
STAYING CONNECTED
We encourage all of you, our Parishioners to
remain united with us and join us in our Daily
Live-Streamed Masses (Mon-Sat) on Facebook
(www.facebook.com/stjamesapostlehcn/), and
Weekend Online Masses from the Parish
Website (www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au).
Keep referring to the resources and links you
see available on the website. Keep in contact
with the Parish Bulletin, and if you would like to
receive it by email, please register from our
website.
PRAYER SESSIONS ON ZOOM
Deacon Royden has been holding regular
prayer sessions, like retreats, rosary, Divine
Mercy Novena, Mens Ministry Meetings on the
Zoom platform, with a few more to be added in
the coming week. If you are interested in
joining any of these to help support your prayer
life and interact with other parishioners, please
contact Deacon Royden on 0426071375 who
can then send you invites to particular sessions
that you may be interested in.

CHURCH EXTENSION PROGRESS

Thank you to everyone who support the Church Extensions with their prayers.
If you would like to financially support the Church Extensions,
please contact the Parish Office, Mon-Fri 9:30am-2:30pm on 9401 6367.
PRAYER FOR CHURCH EXTENSION
Gracious God,
We praise You and thank You for the abundance
of blessings You have given our St James
family. We ask You to continue to pour out Your
Holy Spirit upon us, and to guide our renovation
plans. You have called us to this mission at this
time. May we hear and answer in a way that is
pleasing to You.
Grant that our hearts be open to You, and that
we be willing to bring this church renovation to
fruition. May each of us respond in true
generosity, that our church may be a beautiful
place of worship built on the firm foundation set
by others before us. May our participation be so
generous that future generations may continue
to worship and adore You here.
May our mission to build up Your Kingdom
always be foremost in our midst. May we
welcome the stranger, and always share Your
love with others, especially those in need. Bless
the work of all involved in designing, repairing ad
renovating our church home. May it give glory to
Your name.
We pray that all who join us in worship come to
know a personal and loving relationship with
You. May we follow where you lead.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
ST JAMES UPDATES: KEEPING INFORMED
To keep yourself updated with Parish news you
can visit:
Parish website: stjamesapostlehcn.com.au
Facebook: facebook.com/stjamesapostlehcn/
You can update your Census Email address by
emailing hopperscrossingnorth@cam.org.au to
receive more communications.

MASS INTENTIONS
Mass Intentions for sick, deceased parishioners
of for those whose anniversaries occurring at
this time can be written down clearly, placed in
an envelope and put in the After Hours Drop Off
Chute a the Parish Office with the date you
require the Mass offered.
THANK YOU
Thank you to the continued generosity of
Parishioners who have been supporting the
Church Extensions this week. Special thanks
goes to the Parishioners who together donated
$335 towards the Church Extensions.
PRAYER LIST
Let us pray and support those in our community
who are sick. We especially pray for Dean
Karitou, Marie Zammit, Eugene Kotula, Marlene
Baatjies, Avis Fernandez, K.M. Boyson, Liz
Kalkbrenner, Anne Tejido Ekaterina Abdelahad
and Nadia Manadili, D. and Ema Camilleri,
Kerrie Boyson, Meleane Ahomana, K. and A.
Camilleri, Linda Noronha, Celia Pineda,
C.Camilleri, Mario Ranada, Marcelo Arenas, Arn
Raj, Sheillamar Cuetera, Zenaida Porciuncula,
Azucena Magcalas, Emmanuel Bernardo,
Manuel G. Martinez Jnr, Michael Xue, Robert
Azzopardi, Corey Cauchi, Teodora Gundayao,
Emerita Sagovia, Ann Maree Daly, Connie
Micallef, Paul Cutajar, Juanito Osumo, Mary
Ulep Guerzon, Tchiapke Joel, Jorge Maranan
Jnr, Evelyn Soneja, Maria De Brincat, Elizabeth
Magnaye, Mario Ranada, Paula Richards and all
those who are ill.
RECENTLY DECEASED & ANNIVERSARIES
Please pray for our loved ones whom we
remember especially Teresita Cuetara and
Frank Calleja who passed away recently, Pat
Keogh, Patrick Ryall and all whose anniversaries
occur at this time.

Please remember to support our sponsors

