Parish Office Hours:
Mon—Fri 9:30am-2:30pm

CONTACT DETAILS

336 Derrimut Rd, Hoppers Crossing North, 3029
Under the Pastoral Care of the Paulist Missionaries

Parish Priest:
Fr Jude Pirotta mssp
Telephone: 9401 6367
email:

www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au

2nd Sunday of Easter
19 April 2020

hopperscrossingnorth@cam.org.au

Assistant Priest:
Fr Silvio Bezzina mssp
Assisting Priest:
Fr Brendan Byrne sj
Deacon:
Dcn Royden Dsouza
Parish Council President:
Geralyn McCarthy
Parish Secretaries:
Red Lusterio
Tita Manalo
Thanksgiving:
Maria Saldana
Parish Bookkeeper:
Angel Hartanto
Wed & Fri 9:30-2:30
Sacramental Co-Ord
Other Schools:
Wendy Gonsalves

LETTER FROM FR JUDE, FR SILVIO AND ANGEL HARTANTO
Dear Parishioners,
We hope that you enjoyed a blessed Easter, and in the difficult
circumstances related to the coronavirus, you have had the opportunity to be
with and enjoy time with your family and loved ones. We are aware that this
is a difficult time for everyone, especially the most vulnerable.
Our plans to celebrate weekday liturgies at Thomas Carr College, and
weekend masses, including Easter liturgies, at the Paulist Centre had to be
abandoned because of restrictions related to COVID-19. You may of course
follow the celebrations on our Parish website and/or Facebook page. We do
miss physically seeing you.
As you know, work on the church extension started in mid-February 2020,
and they have continued at a steady pace since then. The old presbytery
was the first to go, and Fr Jude and Fr Silvio are settling in the new
presbytery in Hilden Close.

hopperscrossingnorth.sacraments@cam.org.au

Youth Ministry Co-ord:
Red Lusterio 0409 184 299
St James Primary School:
Telephone: 9749 1000
Principal: Mary Abbott
principal@sjhcn.catholic.edu.au

We are now on Stage 2 of the Parish project, which is the restructuring and
the renovation of our parish church. This is going to cost the Parish $ 2.3
million. That is a hefty sum to pay, but we are confident that with your help,
we can do it. A loan contract was signed before the coronavirus made an
appearance. Our contractual obligation is to pay it back in 20 years’ time.

St Francis Primary School:
Telephone: 9749 9900
Principal: Michelle Gillett

We would like to thank you all for your moral and financial support as the
parish does rely on your generosity. We remember the spirit of the parish
pioneers whose vision provided us with the opportunity to worship, educate
children, and getting together as a community.

St Clare’s Primary School:
Telephone: 9371 8400
Principal: Andrew Leighton

We do appreciate the generous donations of parishioners who have asked
how they may contribute. In response to the question that people are still
asking, there are a few options available:

Thomas Carr College:
Telephone: 8734 2444
Principal: Craig Holmes
tcc@thomascarr.vic.edu.au

1/ You can drop off your Thanksgiving envelope at the Parish Office
during business hours: Monday – Friday 9.30am to 2.30pm.
Alternatively, you can drop it off at the After-Hours Drop Off Chute
outside, next to the Parish Office Entrance under the window.
2/ Donations towards either Thanksgiving (1st collection to support
operational running costs of the Parish) or towards the Church
Extensions, can be made through an Electronic Fund Transfer
(EFT) directly to our Church bank account.
Account Name: St James the Apostle Parish
BSB: 083-347
Account Number: 646205822
For Thanksgiving please use your Thanksgiving Envelope number
and your surname so we can attribute your donation correctly
(Example: if your Thanksgiving Envelope number is 123 and surname
is Smith, use the reference “123-Smith”).
For Church Extension, please use reference “[your surname]ChExt” (Example: Smith-ChExt)
(Continued on Page 2)
Weekend Mass: Online on Sun 10:30am (www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au)

principal@sfatarneit.catholic.edu.au

principal@sctruganina.catholic.edu.au

Weekday Masses:
Tues—Sat 9:00am

1st Friday Monthly:
Mass at 7:30pm
Adoration at 8:00-9:00pm
Reconciliation (Confession):
Saturday: 9:30am-10:00am
5:00-5:30pm
Sacrament of Baptism:

Contact Jacinta & John Fisher

0438 793 630

hopperscrossingnorth.baptism@cam.org.au

Weddings:
By appointment only
9401 6367

LETTER FROM FR JUDE, FR SILVIO & ANGEL HARTANTO—CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
3/ For Presbytery donation (2nd Collection), you can transfer directly to our MSSP
Hoppers Crossing North bank account.
Account Name: Missionary Society of St Paul
BSB: 083-153
Account Number.: 869470113
Please use the reference “Presby-[your surname]“ so we can attribute your donation
correctly(Example: Presby-Smith)
We know these are challenging times. Please know that we are with you in spirit and will
continue to pray for you, your families and intentions in all of our daily private Masses.
Let us continue to remain connected with each other in the days, weeks and months ahead.
Yours in Love Risen,
Fr Jude Pirotta, Parish Priest
Fr Silvio Bezzina, Assistant Priest
Angel Hartanto, Parish Bookkeeper
GOSPEL REFLECTION BY FR BRENDAN

HELP FOR PARISHIONERS RE COVID-19

Thomas is one of the most clearly defined
characters in the Gospels. Born loser, realist,
pessimist, he has missed out on the Easter
night appearance of Jesus. He won’t believe
that Jesus has been raised simply on the other
disciples’ claim: “We have seen the Lord”. He
insists on seeing, touching, hearing for himself.

A group of parishioners have joined together to
provide help and assistance to those in our
parish who have been impacted by the COVID
19 VIRUS. Help is available by way of goods
and services in the form of groceries, food,
clothing, furniture and other services in
compliance with the Government Restrictions
imposed in Victoria. Deacon Royden has kindly
agreed to lead this initiative and so if you are in
need or know anyone in need of help please
do not hesitate to message Deacon Royden
directly on 0426 071 375 and he will get in
touch with you soonest. Please note that all
requests will be reviewed and approved by Fr
Jude and will be kept private and confidential.

Eight days later, with divine “courtesy”, Jesus
meets Thomas' conditions exactly. But, at the
sight of his risen Lord, Thomas abandons
them. He, the late-comer, the obtuse one, goes
on to make the most exalted act of faith
contained in the gospel: “My Lord and my
God!” It is Thomas, the hesitant, the doubter,
who brings out the full identity of Jesus.

STAYING CONNECTED

Moreover, Thomas’ demand to see and touch
the wounds shows that the risen Lord
continues to bear these badges of vulnerable
love. Presumably that is why Pope John Paul II
chose this Second Sunday after Easter as
“Divine Mercy” Sunday: Jesus is someone to
whom we can go and find understanding and
mercy in a divine degree.

We encourage all of you, our Parishioners to
remain united with us and join us in our Daily
Live-Streamed Masses (Mon-Sat) on Facebook
(www.facebook.com/stjamesapostlehcn/), and
Weekend Online Masses from the Parish
Website (www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au).

Jesus adds a comment that brings us into the
picture too: “Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet believe”. Succeeding generations
of believers will not have the privilege of seeing
the risen Lord. We have to believe simply the
testimony handed down in the Church, “We
have seen the Lord”. We are not at a
disadvantage. We are in fact “blessed”
because from us a faith greater than that of
Thomas will be drawn. And it is faith that lets
God’s power into the world.

PRAYER SESSIONS ON ZOOM

COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND
Thanksgiving:
Presbytery:

$
$

1175.00
705.00

Keep referring to the resources and links you
see available on the website. Keep in contact
with the Parish Bulletin, and if you would like to
receive it by email, please register from our
website.

Deacon Royden has been holding regular
prayer sessions, like retreats, rosary, Divine
Mercy Novena, Mens Ministry Meetings on the
Zoom platform, with a few more to be added in
the coming week. If you are interested in
joining any of these to help support your prayer
life and interact with other parishioners, please
contact Deacon Royden on 0426071375 who
can then send you invites to particular sessions
that you may be interested in.

CHURCH EXTENSION PROGRESS
Thank you to
everyone who
support
the
Church
Extensions
with
their
prayers.
If
you
would
like to financially support the Church Extensions,
please contact the Parish Office, Mon-Fri
9:30am-2:30pm on 9401 6367.

PARISHIONER EASTER REFLECTION 1
Happy Easter everyone,

PARISHIONER EASTER REFLECTION 2
Dear Fr. Jude & Fr. Silvio,
We just wanted to say a big thank you to
everyone who made the beautiful ceremonies
possible; absolutely first class in every respect!!!
In particular how wonderful that all parishes
combined together for the Triduum;
the
collaboration of all priests in our area -- so
beautiful -- moving, prayerful and reverent. So
proud that we are all part of something so very
special. We thank God for such authentic
spiritual leadership of our priest community and
Geralyn too!! (Great to have a woman on
board....) You all must have worked so hard to
get it all sorted before Stage 3 restrictions!!!
Hopefully the upside of the downside has been a
new and different type of Easter for us all, where
we have been able to connect with God on His
terms minus all that we have become
accustomed to, and embrace technology to bring
us together with one heart and mind.

Strange as this Easter has been, I’ve been
thinking that it’s also been one of the most
reflective ones I have ever experienced.

From our hearts wishing you a blessed Easter,
Ann & Frank

This is all thanks to you, Frs Jude and Silvio,
Dcn Royden, our neighbouring priests, Geralyn,
our leaders, parish staff and all who have
contributed to bring us the wonderful liturgies of
Holy Week; I have participated in each one of
the events. Nothing happens just by chance. I
am aware how much effort goes into these
functions during ‘normal’ times, and can only
imagine how much more demanding it has been
to organise all of this under such restrictive
circumstances. Thank you for sharing your
talents with all of us.

THANK YOU

As I mentioned, this has been a very reflective
time for me. I shared this with some others and
would like to share it with you too.
Churches all around the world are as empty and
as desolate as the tomb this Easter. But just as
Jesus found his way to his friends on that first
Easter morning, giving them courage and
bringing them peace, this year he comes
intimately into our own private homes, offering us
the same gifts – courage and peace – and hope.
By his grace, may we have the strength to bring
these gifts to others who only see the present
darkness.
Maybe the tomb wasn’t empty after all. Maybe
Jesus filled it with hope – it just took us a long
time to notice it.
I hope that you are now enjoying your Easter
Sunday at home with loved ones, knowing that
you have made what might have been a very
‘dark’ Easter the brilliant sign of hope that it
actually is. Blessings,
Judy

Thank you to the continued generosity of
Parishioners who have been supporting the
Church Extensions this week. Special thanks
goes to the Parishioners who donated $2000,
$250 and $200 towards this project.
PRAYER LIST
Let us pray and support those in our community
who are sick. We especially pray for Dean
Karitou, Marie Zammit, Eugene Kotula, Marlene
Baatjies, Avis Fernandez, K.M. Boyson, Liz
Kalkbrenner, Anne Tejido Ekaterina Abdelahad
and Nadia Manadili, D. and Ema Camilleri,
Kerrie Boyson, Meleane Ahomana, K. and A.
Camilleri, Linda Noronha, Celia Pineda,
C.Camilleri, Mario Ranada, Marcelo Arenas, Arn
Raj, Sheillamar Cuetera, Zenaida Porciuncula,
Azucena Magcalas, Emmanuel Bernardo,
Manuel G. Martinez Jnr, Michael Xue, Robert
Azzopardi, Corey Cauchi, Teodora Gundayao,
Emerita Sagovia, Ann Maree Daly, Connie
Micallef, Paul Cutajar, Juanito Osumo, Mary
Ulep Guerzon, Tchiapke Joel, Jorge Maranan
Jnr, Evelyn Soneja, Maria De Brincat, Elizabeth
Magnaye, Mario Ranada, Paula Richards and all
those who are ill.
RECENTLY DECEASED & ANNIVERSARIES
Please pray for our loved ones whom we
remember especially Eileen Grichting who
passed away recently, Catherine and Angelo
Schembri and Christino Cutajar and all whose
anniversaries occur at this time.

Please remember to support our sponsors

