
 

 

Easter Sunday 
12 April 2020 

Parish Office Hours: 
Mon—Fri 9:30am-2:30pm 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Priest: 
Fr Jude Pirotta mssp 
Telephone: 9401 6367 
email: 
hopperscrossingnorth@cam.org.au 

Assistant Priest: 
Fr Silvio Bezzina mssp 

Assisting Priest: 
Fr Brendan Byrne sj 

Deacon: 
Dcn Royden Dsouza 

Parish Council President: 
Geralyn McCarthy 

Parish Secretaries: 
Red Lusterio 
Tita Manalo 

Thanksgiving: 
Maria Saldana 

Parish Bookkeeper: 
Angel Hartanto 
Wed & Fri 9:30-2:30 

Sacramental Co-Ord 
Other Schools: 
Wendy Gonsalves 
hopperscrossingnorth.sacraments@cam.org.au 

Youth Ministry Co-ord: 
Red Lusterio 0409 184 299 

St James Primary School: 
Telephone: 9749 1000 
Principal: Mary Abbott 
principal@sjhcn.catholic.edu.au 

St Francis Primary School: 
Telephone: 9749 9900 
Principal: Michelle Gillett 
principal@sfatarneit.catholic.edu.au 

St Clare’s Primary School: 
Telephone: 9371 8400 
Principal: Andrew Leighton 
principal@sctruganina.catholic.edu.au 

Thomas Carr College: 
Telephone: 8734 2444 
Principal: Craig Holmes 
tcc@thomascarr.vic.edu.au 

Weekday Masses: 
Tues—Sat 9:00am 

1st Friday Monthly: 
Mass at 7:30pm 
Adoration at 8:00-9:00pm 

Reconciliation (Confession): 
Saturday: 9:30am-10:00am 
   5:00-5:30pm 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Contact Jacinta & John Fisher 

0438 793 630 
hopperscrossingnorth.baptism@cam.org.au 

Weddings: 
By appointment only 
9401 6367 

Weekend Mass: Online on Sun 10:30am (www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au) 

336 Derrimut Rd, Hoppers Crossing North, 3029 

Under the Pastoral Care of the Paulist Missionaries 

www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au 

Dear parish family at St. James, visitors and friends,  

Even though our church buildings are closed, locked doors are 
no obstacles for the risen Lord.  

We have never experienced an Easter like this, with public 
worship suspended in many places, and people confined to 
their homes.  

Over the past weeks, our world and our lives have been turned upside down, 
as we respond to the global pandemic of coronavirus, COVID-19. 

Our Easter services this year have taken a very different form, as Christian 
communities seek to respond in many ways that will slow the spread of the 
virus, and keep vulnerable people safe.   

It has been heartening to see the creative ways our churches are connecting 
to pray, pastorally care for one another, and advocate for those who are 
experiencing disadvantage and injustice.   

Across Australia and around the world during the Christian festival of Easter, 
we celebrate that Christ is risen, and continues to be present with us today.  
As we celebrate Easter this year, we are conscious of all those who are 
affected by the catastrophic and unprecedented events in our nation, of 
bushfire, flood and drought, as well as the global pandemic.  

It is our Christian belief that through his life and ministry, Jesus identifies 
with, and comes alongside us in our suffering, offering comfort and 
compassion.  

In our churches and wider communities, we are witnessing acts of enormous 
sacrifice and love, as people reach out to their neighbours.  In the midst of 
grief, we see emerging signs of hope, and new life.  The Jesus story as we 
have heard in the gospel, does not end in death, but in life. Jesus, the God-
man dies on the cross and is buried, and after three days rises again.  The 
disciples got to experience the risen Christ. They came to realise that the 
empty tomb was no joke, but the source of a new and glorified life, in which 
we are invited to share.  

The risen Lord breaks through the physical and emotional barrier, just by 
standing in their midst and speaking “Peace”, banishing fear stemming from 
the hostility of the world.   It is not merely a wish: “Peace be with you”; rather 
it is a declaration: “Peace be with you”!  The cross of Jesus, dear friends, 
says that there is no dark place, no depth of human desolation, where Jesus 
is not present – he is there.  The book of Exodus speaks about “Moses 
entering the thick darkness where God is present” (Ex 20:21). 

Jesus is in the thick darkness of COVID-19, and his resurrection says that he 
is the light which dispels even the thick darkness of death.  So when we sing 
“The Light of Christ” on Easter night, even in an empty church, we are 
speaking a truth to all the world – that the virus may be new but the remedy 
is not.  

(message continued inside bulletin) 

LOCKED DOORS—NO OBSTACLE FOR THE RISEN LORD 



Let us pray and support those in our 
community who are sick. We especially pray 
for Marie Zammit, Eugene Kotula, Marlene 
Baatjies, Avis Fernandez, K.M. Boyson, Liz 
Kalkbrenner, Anne Tejido Ekaterina Abdelahad 
and Nadia Manadili, D. and Ema Camilleri, 
Kerrie Boyson, Meleane Ahomana, K. and A. 
Camilleri, Linda Noronha, Celia Pineda, 
C.Camilleri, Mario Ranada, Marcelo Arenas, 
Arn Raj, Sheillamar Cuetera, Dean Kharitou, 
Zenaida Porciuncula, Azucena Magcalas, 
Emmanuel Bernardo, Manuel G. Martinez Jnr, 
Michael Xue, Robert Azzopardi, Corey Cauchi, 
Teodora Gundayao,  Emerita Sagovia, Ann 
Maree Daly, Connie Micallef, Paul Cutajar, 
Juanito Osumo, Mary Ulep Guerzon, Tchiapke 
Joel, Jorge Maranan Jnr, Evelyn Soneja, Maria 
De Brincat, Elizabeth Magnaye, Mario Ranada, 
Paula Richards and all those who are ill. 

PRAYER LIST 

RECENTLY DECEASED & ANNIVERSARIES 

Please pray for our loved ones whom we 
remember especially Jack McKittrick, Jack 
Trethowan, Stella Spiteri and Valeriano 
Magtajas who passed away recently, Noel and 
Helen Suares, Malia Keleofa Luamanuvae 
Vitale, Carmen and Joe Camilleri, Gabriel and 
Freda Rodericks, Basil Agapis, Lena Antao and 
all whose anniversaries occur at this time. 

Thank you to the continued generosity of 
Parishioners who have been supporting the 
Church Extensions this week.  Special thanks 
goes to the Parishioners who donated $2000 
and $1000 towards this project. 

THANK YOU 

Thanksgiving:    $      505.00 
Presbytery:         $      235.00 

COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND 

A group of parishioners have joined together to 
provide help and assistance to those in our 
parish who have been impacted by the COVID 
19 VIRUS. Help is available by way of goods 
and services in the form of groceries, food, 
clothing, furniture and other services in 
compliance with the Government Restrictions 
imposed in Victoria. Deacon Royden has kindly 
agreed to lead this initiative and so if you are in 
need or know anyone in need of help please 
do not hesitate to message Deacon Royden 
directly on 0426 071 375 and he will get in 
touch with you soonest. Please note that all 
requests will be reviewed and approved by Fr 
Jude.  

HELP FOR PARISHIONERS RE COVID-19 

We can all catch something of the reality of the resurrection, when we experience new life in the 
midst of hopelessness.  We can see it in so many working on the frontline, our nurses, doctors, 
volunteers, religious, sisters, priests, shopworkers – all performing their duties so that society can 
continue.  We can see it in the beloved disciples who see in the dark what no-one else sees.  

Let us keep deep faith, dearest friends, stay strong and try to remain sane.  

On behalf of Fr Silvio, Fr Brendan, Dcn Royden, the parish council, and myself, we miss you 
greatly and long to be physically united with you again.  

May you all experience God’s renewing love and hope in your life and families.  Have a blessed 
and peaceful Easter.  

Fr Jude Pirotta mssp 
Parish Priest 

LOCKED DOORS—NO OBSTACLE FOR THE RISEN LORD—CONTINUED 

We encourage all of you, our Parishioners to 
remain united with us and join us in our Daily 
Live-Streamed Masses (Mon-Sat) which will 
continue from Mon 13 Apr on our Facebook 
Page (www.facebook.com/stjamesapostlehcn/) 
and Weekend Online Masses from the Parish 
Website (www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au). 
Keep referring to the resources and links you 
see available there. Keep in contact with the 
Parish Bulletin, and if you would like to receive 
it by email, please register from our website.  

After receiving multiple inquiries, we also 
encourage you to inform other Parishioners 
that you would know to keep themselves 
connected.  Direct them to our Parish Website 
for regular updates and to sign up to receive 
the Parish Bulletin, also from the website.  If 
they inquire about how they can continue 
supporting the Parish  through their 
contributions, direct them to the information 
located on page 3 of this Parish Bulletin. 

If possible, be sure to spend some extra time in 
prayer during the Easter season, and please 
be patient with each other in this difficult 
situation, which none of us likes.  We need to 
help and encourage each other, especially the 
elderly and our medical personnel.  Try to 
lighten the load for one another through 
occasional humour, and socially distant 
activities.  These all speak of what we truly 
believe.  God is with us and we will continue to 
be His beloved people.  

STAYING CONNECTED 



Today’s Gospel begins on a disturbing note: 
Mary Magdalene’s discovery of the ‘real 
absence’ of Jesus’ body from his tomb. Later, of 
course, she will meet the risen Lord. But for now 
she can only run back, in high alarm, to Simon 
Peter ‘and the other disciple, the disciple whom 
Jesus loved’.  

Her plaintive cry, ‘They have taken the Lord out 
of the tomb, and we do not know where they 
have laid him’, expresses both the anguish of 
loss and continuing love. What she fears is that 
some human agent (the gardener, the authorities 
or grave-robbers) has worked this final indignity 
on her beloved Lord. 

Things change when Peter and the other disciple 
arrive at the tomb. Peter enters and sees not 

only the linen cloths in which Jesus’ body was 
wrapped but also the cloth that covered his face 
rolled up neatly and set aside.  

The ‘disciple whom Jesus loved’ sees what Peter 
sees but but with a keener sense of faith. Grave 
robbers do not leave things neat and tidy. For 
him the absence of Jesus’ body is not due to 
human agency. It points rather to a majestic, 
divine resumption of life.  

In his very anonymity (though traditionally 
identified as St. John) the ‘disciple whom Jesus 
loved’ stands in for all of us believers of later 
generations. Like him, we do not actually see the 
risen Lord and yet we believe. For us too, 
emptiness and absence need not mean failure 
and loss, but mysterious evidence of the divine 
power to bring life out of death.  

GOSPEL REFLECTION BY FR BRENDAN BYRNE SJ 

SUPPORTING AND CONTRIBUTING TO ST JAMES PARISH 

Dear St James Parishioners,  

In light of the COVID-19 crisis developing everywhere, we are all dealing with these changing and 
unsettling circumstances day by day. We are very much with you at this time. As you are aware the 
Bishops of Victoria have determined immediate suspension of public liturgies and celebrations of 
mass until further notice. Since then we have been approached by several parishioners concerned 
about how we can continue our commitment to the weekly contribution (1st collection - Thanksgiving 
contribution to support operational running costs of the Parish, including the recent extensive 2.4 
million dollar loan for the second stage of our project of the church extension; and supporting our 2 
priests through the 2nd collection).  

 There are options available to make your contributions: 

     1/ You can drop off your Thanksgiving envelope at the Parish Office during business hours: 
Monday – Friday 9.30am to 2.30pm. Alternatively, you can drop it off at the After-Hours Drop 
Off Chute outside, next to the Parish Office Entrance under the window.  

     2/ Thanksgiving donation can also be made through an Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT) 
directly to our Church bank account. 

 Account Name: St James the Apostle Parish 
BSB: 083-347 
Account Number: 646205822 
Please use your Thanksgiving Envelope number and your surname so we can attribute your 
donation correctly (Example: if your Thanksgiving Envelope number is 123 and surname is 
Smith, use the reference “123-Smith”) 

     3/ For Presbytery donation, you can transfer directly to our MSSP Hoppers Crossing North 
bank account. 

 Account Name: Missionary Society of St Paul 
BSB: 083-153 
Account Number.: 869470113 
Please use the reference “Presby-[your surname]“ so we can attribute your donation correctly
(Example: Presby-Smith) 

     4/ For any parishioner who wishes to make a donation to the current Church Extension Project, 
please make your contribution either through EFT to our Church bank account (as mentioned 
above) or a credit card transaction (please contact the Parish Office for more information).  

 To attribute your donation correctly, please use the reference “[your surname]-ChExt” 
(Example: Smith-ChExt) 

Please feel free to contact the Parish Office Staff at 9401 6367 should you need assistance or have 
further question in regards to your contribution or future donation.  Thank you for your ongoing 
support and encouragement of each other during this time. Keep safe everyone. Take care and God 
bless.         Yours Sincerely, Angel Hartanto, Parish Bookkeeper 



 

Please remember to support our sponsors 


