Parish Office Hours:
Mon—Fri 9:30am-2:30pm

CONTACT DETAILS
Parish Priest:
Fr Jude Pirotta mssp
Telephone: 9401 6367
email:

hopperscrossingnorth@cam.org.au

Assistant Priest:
Fr Silvio Bezzina mssp
Assisting Priest:
Fr Brendan Byrne sj
Deacon:
Dcn Royden Dsouza
Parish Council President:
Geralyn McCarthy
Parish Secretaries:
Red Lusterio
Tita Manalo
Thanksgiving:
Maria Saldana
Parish Bookkeeper:
Angel Hartanto
Wed & Fri 9:30-2:30
Sacramental Co-Ord
Other Schools:
Wendy Gonsalves

hopperscrossingnorth.sacraments@cam.org.au

Youth Ministry Co-ord:
Red Lusterio 0409 184 299
St James Primary School:
Telephone: 9749 1000
Principal: Mary Abbott
principal@sjhcn.catholic.edu.au

St Francis Primary School:
Telephone: 9749 9900
Principal: Michelle Gillett
principal@sfatarneit.catholic.edu.au

St Clare’s Primary School:
Telephone: 9371 8400
Principal: Andrew Leighton

principal@sctruganina.catholic.edu.au

Thomas Carr College:
Telephone: 8734 2444
Principal: Craig Holmes
tcc@thomascarr.vic.edu.au
Weekday Masses:
Tues—Sat 9:00am

1st Friday Monthly:
Mass at 7:30pm
Adoration at 8:00-9:00pm
Reconciliation (Confession):
Saturday: 9:30am-10:00am
5:00-5:30pm
Sacrament of Baptism:

Contact Jacinta & John Fisher

0438 793 630

hopperscrossingnorth.baptism@cam.org.au

Weddings:
By appointment only
9401 6367

336 Derrimut Rd, Hoppers Crossing North, 3029
Under the Pastoral Care of the Paulist Missionaries
www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au

1st Sunday of Lent
01 March 2020
MESSAGE FROM FR JUDE
Dear Parishioners,
It is with great joy and excitement that I share with you that the
long awaited Church Extension has begun!
This weekend we begin our Lenten journey with our First
Sunday of Lent having Jesus being led by the Spirit into the
wilderness. In my reflection I became aware of my own
wilderness as we embarked on the second stage of our project here at St
James. As a parish we have grown rapidly over the years and I have longed
to see our house of worship complete to accommodate the many people of
God who gather for worship. I have been deeply encouraged by the
generosity of many volunteers who have helped to prepare for this second
stage.
I soon recognised after feeling overwhelmed, that I wasn’t alone. Through
these volunteers and the people who are offering financial support for its
completion, I learned to trust more in the God of Jesus who works in and
through his people.
I’ve discovered that the wilderness is not a destination to arrive at; it is an
experience to go and grow through. This resonates with times in life when
we are challenged, even tested—through loneliness, insecurity, doubt, grief,
even significant decision making.
These are the times when the distractions of life are put in perspective or
removed all together, when all is laid bare; ironically, these are also the
times when my prayer life seems at its deepest and the presence of God is
palpable. These times are not ‘life-taking’ but rather life-giving, not so much
moments of break-down as moments of break-through. So while I do not
seek such ‘wilderness’ experiences, I know I need them to remind me of my
dependence on my God and the need for humility and compassion in my life.
Experience has taught me that God’s spirit is with me and leads me through
the wilderness.
I invite you to please pray with me for the success of the project. For all the
volunteers and those who continue to offer hope and all of you supporting
through the Stewardship Program (Thanksgiving). Without your spiritual and
material support this project cannot reach its completion.
On behalf of the Parish Pastoral Council, Fr Silvio, Br Can, Dcn Royden and
I, may God bless you and keep you safe.
Fr Jude Pirotta mssp
VOLUNTEERING AT ST JAMES—MAKING A VIBRANT COMMUNITY
Continue your journey of being part of a vibrant Parish community by sharing
you gifts as a volunteer with St James! New volunteers at St James Parish
must first attend a ‘Volunteer Induction Meeting’ prior to starting with their
ministry. These are held twice a year. The next one is this week on Thurs 05
Mar at 7:00pm in the Ray Centre in the St James Primary grounds.
Attend this session so you are ready to participate as a volunteer!
Weekend Masses: Saturday 6:00pm, Sunday 8:30am, 10:30am and 5:00pm

GOSPEL REFLECTION

LENTEN CONCERT—ASHES TO EASTER

Both Scripture and the lives of the saints
suggest that when people are called by God for
some purpose they soon go through a period of
test. In hearing and following God’s call they
may experience a great sense of affirmation
and freedom. But then comes a ‘desert’
experience, often prolonged, in which they
learn far more deeply what it is to be a human
being in close relationship to God. Stripped of
the usual props and comforts, and with all
illusions unmasked, they come to feel their own
human powerlessness and utter dependence
upon God. Only so can they become effective
instruments and channels of God’s grace in the
world

Peter Kearney is an Australian Catholic
songwriter/singer and guitarist whose hymns
and songs include ‘Fill My House’ and ‘The
Beatitudes’. His ‘Ashes to Easter’ concert
weaves songs and stories and reflections on
Lenten themes and looks ahead to Holy Week
and Easter. Mainly for adults though upperprimary and older students could also enjoy.
Mon 23 March at St James, Paulist Centre
starting at 7:30pm. Donations welcome at end
of concert.

Each of the first three Evangelists portrays
Jesus undergoing such an experience of test
following his baptismal reception of the Spirit.
Matthew’s account has strong echoes of the
experience of Israel recorded in Deuteronomy,
chapters 6-8. During their forty-year wandering
in the desert the people could expect God to
give them food (the manna), protection from
enemies, and eventual entrance into the
Promised Land. But they were not to put God
to the test by trying to force the divine hand.
The three temptations put to Jesus all contrive
to get to him to do precisely this: force God’s
hand in these same areas: food, protection,
and possession of the land (understood now as
involving lordship of the entire world).
Dismissing each suggestion with a word from
Scripture, Jesus sets the direction of his life
irrevocably. He will carry out his messianic task
in complete trust, obedience and unselfish
love.
Fr Brendan Byrne SJ
ST JAMES VINTAGE GROUP
A social group for all Parishioners over 55 and
Young at Heart.
No joining fee, just come when you can.

Sun 08 Mar: Monthly lunch, Hoppers Club,
180-200 Pannam Dr. Cost $20
Tues 10 Mar: Morning Melodies, Encore
Event Centre, 80 Derrimut Rd. Cost $12 .
For bookings or further information please
contact Serita on 0410 599 323 .
COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND
Thanksgiving:
Presbytery:
Flowers:
Youth:

$
$
$
$

3970.60
663.95
0.00
0.00

BIBLE STUDY 2020—SESSION 3
Combined Parishes of St James and St Peter's
will have the next Bible Study Session on Mon
02 Mar at 7pm in the Theatrette at St. Peter's
Hoppers Crossing. Come and experience an
interactive study of the Gospel of John with
teachings, explanations, reflections and
sharings with audio visuals. All are welcome
with a special welcome memento to all new
members. Message enquiries to Clive
Gonsalves 0490 814 452 or Francis Thomas
0401 787 372.
PRISON FELLOWSHIP—EASTER BISCUITS
This Easter, Prison Fellowship (PF) will again
provide every Victorian inmate with 10
home-made biscuits, together with a card that
explains the meaning of Easter. Help PF show
the prisoners of Victoria that God loves them.
Biscuits to be delivered to St James by Wed 25
Mar for collection by PF.
MOCK INTERVIEWS
VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED
On Mon 27 April the Thomas Carr College
Year 10 Students will be participating in the
Mock Interview Program as part of their
learning and assessment for their Industry and
Enterprise subject for Semester 1, which
includes a mock interview.
The purpose of the mock interview is to create
a real-life scenario where students can gain
confidence and receive feedback on their
performance in a simulated and supportive
environment, thus preparing them for future
interviews outside of the College.
In order to successfully run the Mock Interview
Program we require assistance from industry
professionals to make up interview panels. The
program will run after school on Mon 27 April
and you would be required to attend from 4:00
– 7:30 pm with a light supper provided. If you
are willing to assist or would like to learn more,
please contact Naomi Nolan on 8734 2482 or
email naomi.nolan@thomascarr.vic.edu.au .

NEW PARISH PHONE NUMBER

ST VINCENT DE PAUL NEWS

As part of all the changes at the
Parish, please take note of the new
phone number for the Parish effective
immediately: 9401 6367.
Please
update your records accordingly.
Please be patient during this period of transition.
If you are unable to contact the Parish, we
recommend using the new number during Office
Hours (Mon-Fri, 9:30am-2:30pm) or sending us
an email at HoppersCrossingNorth@cam.org.au
outside of those hours.

The St James Hoppers Crossing North
Conference of St Vincent De Paul wishes to
thank Tina Alphonse for her hard work and
commitment over the past 6 years in her role as
President. We welcome Terese Smith and Judy
De Bono in their role as co-Presidents. They
welcome anyone interested in joining our local
Conference. Simply come to a meeting which
are held every third Tuesday of the month at
7:30pm. Please contact the Parish Office for
more details. Next meeting Tues 17 Mar.

THANK YOU

CHURCH EXTENSION—UPDATE

Thank you to those who have
volunteered once again their
services to the shifting out of
the old Parish House and
preparations for the new. We
are truly grateful!
THOMAS CARR COLLEGE OPEN DAY
Thomas Carr College, our Regional Catholic
College, is hosting their next Open Day on Sun
22 Mar from 10:00am-2:00pm. Please email
registrar@thomascarr.vic.edu.au to register your
interest.
READINGS FOR THE
2ND SUNDAY OF LENT
1st Reading: Gen 12:1-4
The call of Abraham, the father of God’s people.
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 32:4-5, 18-20, 22
Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our
trust in you.
2nd Reading: 2 Tm 1:8-10
God has saved us, and called us to be holy.
Gospel: Mt 17:1-9
His face shone like the sun.
PRAYER LIST
Let us pray and support those in our community
who are sick. We especially pray for Marlene
Baatjies, Avis Fernandez, K.M. Boyson, Liz
Kalkbrenner, Anne Tejido Ekaterina Abdelahad
and Nadia Manadili, D. and Ema Camilleri,
Kerrie Boyson, Meleane Ahomana, K. and A.
Camilleri, Linda Noronha, Celia Pineda,
C.Camilleri, Mario Ranada, Marcelo Arenas, Arn
Raj, Sheillamar Cuetera, Dean Kharitou, Zenaida
Porciuncula, Azucena Magcalas, Emmanuel
Bernardo, Manuel G. Martinez Jnr, Michael Xue,
Robert Azzopardi, Corey Cauchi, Teodora
Gundayao, Emerita Sagovia, Ann Maree Daly,
Connie Micallef, Paul Cutajar, Juanito Osumo,
Mary Ulep Guerzon, Tchiapke Joel, Jorge
Maranan Jnr, Evelyn Soneja, Maria De Brincat,
Elizabeth Magnaye, Mario Ranada, Paula
Richards and all those who are ill.

The long-awaited and prayed for Church
extensions has begun! Here are a few items to
take note of:
Weekend Masses:
 Weekend Masses will be in the Paulist Centre
at the normal times (Sat 6:00pm, Sun 8:30am.
10:30am and 5:00pm)
Weekday Masses:
 9:00am Weekday Masses (Tues-Fri) will be at
the Thomas Carr College Chapel (35 Thomas
Carr Drive, Tarneit)
 9:00am Saturday Mass will be in the Paulist
Centre
Reconciliation
 Saturday Reconciliation (9:30am-10:00am and
5:00pm-5:30pm) will be in the Paulist Centre
Weddings and Funerals
 During construction, there will be no weddings
or funerals at St James. Funerals will instead
take place at St Peter’s with Fr Jude, Fr Silvio
and/or Dcn Royden officiating.
Supporting the Church Extensions
 You can financially support the Church
Extensions through the ‘Donation Point’ in the
Foyer of the Paulist Centre. This device is for
$5 donations per tap.
We thank you all for your prayers, patience and
continued support as we launch into this next
phase in our Parish community’s life!

RECENTLY DECEASED & ANNIVERSARIES
Please pray for our loved ones whom we
remember especially Agelia Gomez who passed
away recently, Michael Sarpi, Pedro Alinea,
Sabina Citer, Angela Cozzi, Julian Rapa,
Filomena Pinto, Colinette Dcruz, Manuel
Rodrigues, Buenaventurada, Petronilo and
Epigenia Taypin, Petra and Francisco Abrenica,
Dominga, Pedrito, Jesus and Jorge Bartolome,
Martin Diez, Kathy Lumpton, Noel Jeacle,
Carmen Muscat, Vicky Borg, Ron Gamble, Emy
Saffarese, Nato Portelli, Jeff Ruthvern, Jake
Shaw, Gloria and Mathew Montebello and all
whose anniversaries occur at this time.

THE SEASON OF LENT

HSI SCHOOL OF DISCIPLESHIP

Lent offers an invitation to actively re-orientate
ourselves to God. Because for Christians, God,
and the one who was so loved Jesus, is the
heart and the soul of life. We are offered this
gracious time when we can reflect on what has
formed us since we tread last year’s Lenten
path. And we are offered beautifully ancient tools
to assist us with entering into this time. Tools of
being prayerful, of living more simply and living
more generously. The wonderful gift of the Lord’s
merciful love is offered in a special way in the
Sacrament of Reconciliation. Lent is a most
appropriate time to receive this healing
sacrament.

The School has begun last Sunday with over 40
people attending to experience what is involved
in Christian Discipleship & Mission. The first 5
weeks are “Come and See” to check whether
this school is for you. All are welcome to this
faith outreach program which is a joint initiative
between St Peters & St James parishes and is
held every Sunday from 6.15 pm to 8.15 pm at
St Peters Community Centre, 38 Guinane Ave.
Hoppers Crossing. Enquiries Deacon Royden
0426 071 375.

So, let us commence our Lenten pilgrimage. Let
us embark on a journey that will allow us to enter
more fully into the cycle of the paschal mystery
as it plays itself out in our lives and in the world.
A journey that encourages us in our search for
meaning and truth. A journey of returning to our
God.

Healing Masses commence on Thurs 12 Mar at
6:30pm. Come and experience a healing mass
by the Vincentian Congregation's Fr Rojan at St
James Church with Rosary, Praise and Worship,
Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, blessing and
fellowship. All are welcome especially the sick of
our parish. If you require or know of anyone who
requires a lift to and/or from the Church please
call the office on 9401 6367 or leave your details
at the Welcome Desk during weekend masses.

Consider taking part in any of the following
available at our Parish during this Lenten journey
The Way of the Cross: During Lent, time to
reflect on the Stations of the Cross will be every
Friday from this Fri 28 Feb at 7:00pm in the
Paulist Centre.
Project Compassion: Project Compassion
promotes peace by pursuing justice. Please take
home a Project Compassion box and/or a set of
envelopes available in the Foyer of the Paulist
Centre and return by Holy Thursday.
Paulist Missionary Sponsorship: For $5
per month, you can help with the wellbeing and
education of children in Pakistan, Peru, Cuba
and the Philippines.
VOLUNTEERS FOR MINISTRIES NEEDED
The Parish is seeking volunteers to support
various ministries in the Parish:
The Cleaning Ministry who cleans our worship
space.
 The Welcome Ministry who extends hospitality
to all Parishioners at weekend Masses.
 The Piety Stall Ministry who assist Parishioners
in finding and obtaining items from the Piety
Stall (the glass cupboards in the Narthex).
 The Emmaus Group who visit once a month
the supported living (Mecwacare) next door
and runs a Communion Service.
 The Soup Kitchen who assist the Missionaries
of Charity in Fitzroy in providing food to men on
the streets. Own transport required.


Please leave your details at the Welcome Desk
or contact the Parish Office on 9401 6367 or
HoppersCrossingNorth@cam.org.au for more
information about these ministries.

CHARISMATIC HEALING MASS

PRAYER FOR CHURCH EXTENSION
Gracious God,
We praise You and thank You for the abundance
of blessings You have given our St James
family. We ask You to continue to pour out Your
Holy Spirit upon us, and to guide our renovation
plans. You have called us to this mission at this
time. May we hear and answer in a way that is
pleasing to You.
Grant that our hearts be open to You, and that
we be willing to bring this church renovation to
fruition. May each of us respond in true
generosity, that our church may be a beautiful
place of worship built on the firm foundation set
by others before us. May our participation be so
generous that future generations may continue
to worship and adore You here.
May our mission to build up Your Kingdom
always be foremost in our midst. May we
welcome the stranger, and always share Your
love with others, especially those in need. Bless
the work of all involved in designing, repairing ad
renovating our church home. May it give glory to
Your name.
We pray that all who join us in worship come to
know a personal and loving relationship with
You. May we follow where you lead.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

