Parish Office Hours:
Mon—Fri 9:30am-2:30pm

CONTACT DETAILS

336 Derrimut Rd, Hoppers Crossing North, 3029
Under the Pastoral Care of the Paulist Missionaries

Parish Priest:
Fr Jude Pirotta mssp
Telephone: 9748 6800
email:

www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au

1st Sunday of Advent
01 December 2019

hopperscrossingnorth@cam.org.au

Assistant Priest:
Fr Silvio Bezzina mssp

ADVENT: A TIME OF PREPARATION

Assisting Priest:
Fr Brendan Byrne sj
Deacon:
Dcn Royden Dsouza
Parish Council President:
Geralyn McCarthy
Parish Secretaries:
Red Lusterio
Tita Manalo
Thanksgiving:
Maria Saldana
Parish Bookkeeper:
Angel Hartanto
Wed & Fri 9:30-2:30
Sacramental Co-Ord
Other Schools:
Rachelle Revell
Ph: 0411 774 636
hopperscrossingnorth.sacraments@cam.org.au

Youth Ministry Co-ord:
Red Lusterio 0409 184 299
St James Primary School:
Telephone: 9749 1000
Principal: Mary Abbott
principal@sjhcn.catholic.edu.au

St Francis Primary School:
Telephone: 9749 9900
Principal: Michelle Gillett
principal@sfatarneit.catholic.edu.au

St Clare’s Primary School:
Telephone: 9371 8400
Principal: Andrew Leighton
principal@sctruganina.catholic.edu.au

Thomas Carr College:
Telephone: 8734 2444
Principal: Craig Holmes
tcc@thomascarr.vic.edu.au
Weekday Masses:
Tues—Sat 9:00am
1st Friday Monthly:
Mass at 7:30pm
Adoration at 8:00-9:00pm
Reconciliation (Confession):
Saturday: 9:30am-10:00am
5:00-5:30pm
Sacrament of Baptism:

Contact Jacinta & John Fisher

0438 793 630

hopperscrossingnorth.baptism@cam.org.au

Weddings:
By appointment only
9748 6800

Last Sunday we have just concluded the Church’s liturgical year, the official
year of the Church. This Sunday, as we celebrate the first Sunday in Advent,
we start another year. This year, year A in the three year cycle, we will be
reading from the Gospel according to Matthew.
Today, in our Australian context of Advent is the rush towards Christmas in
which work presses hard, preparing for family celebrations and perhaps
vacation afterwards occupies the mind. It is a time when the ringing of cash
registers is heard throughout the land. Advent offers us a time to find a
moment of space in a busy world.
Perhaps for us the best image of Advent is that of pregnancy, which after all
was the initial experience of Mary and Joseph as it is described in the
Gospel stories. That pregnancy also was a time of waiting, no doubt anxious
given the high mortality rate of children and the risks of childbirth, not to
mention the trek described in Luke’s Gospel to a crowded town of
Bethlehem.
Mary’s pregnancy, as is the first pregnancy of any woman, was a time of
preparation for a new life which brought changing patterns of relationships
and adjustment to a new and all-demanding arrival in the family.
Advent is a time for waiting, for discarding old and tired ways of living and for
pondering new possibilities.
The Advent wreath symbolises a number of things – the circle of evergreen
represents everlasting life, while the four candles (one for each Sunday of
Advent) symbolise our hope and expectation of Our Saviour's birth and also,
in his Second Coming as Son of Man at the end of time. There are three
purple candles, lit on the first, second and fourth Sundays of Advent, while
the one pink candle is lit on Gaudete or rejoicing Sunday (the third Sunday
in Advent).
Let us wait and prepare, fully aware that God lives in us each day, and we
too live in him!
Happy Advent Preparation!
Fr Jude
LIFE GIVING GIFT FOR CHRISTMAS
MSSP Christmas Gift Cards are available from the table in the
Narthex. My monetary gift will support the education of the
young adults in the Jose De Piro Orchestra or the education
of the MSSP Seminarians in the Philippines.
Please see Fr Jude or Fr Silvio for further clarification. These
donations are tax deductible. Please provide your contact
details to receive a receipt.
Weekend Masses: Saturday 6:00pm, Sunday 8:30am, 10:30am and 5:00pm

GOSPEL REFLECTION

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION

Advent is the time when the Church longs for
the coming of the Lord. We believe, of course,
that the Messiah has already in the person of
Jesus, born at Bethlehem. But the state of our
world makes us acutely conscious of just how
“unfinished” the business of salvation is. So,
with the early believers who keenly awaited
Jesus’ second coming, we can still identify with
the expressions of hope for salvation
expressed by the people of the Old Testament.
In today’s First Reading the prophet Isaiah
gives us a vision of peace based on nations
setting aside their desire to wage war.

First Friday adoration commencing at 7.30 pm
with mass followed by Eucharistic Adoration
from 8 pm to 9 pm. Come and spend some
quiet time with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament
led by Deacon Royden including
hymns,
scripture reading, talk and silent reflection.
This months theme is Advent.

Paul urges the Christians in Rome to live like
people expecting an important visitor. Though it
is still “dark”—in the sense that salvation is not
complete—they rise early, to have all ready for
him when he comes.
Jesus develops this theme of readiness in the
Gospel, employing a favourite image: the
prudent householder. Jesus does not want to
suggest that God deliberately waits to catch us
out. The image makes the simple point that,
since one never knows when a burglar will
strike, prudent householders do not allow
themselves to be distracted by all kinds of
activities. They keep a sharp ear and a keen
eye for anything unusual. Christian life similarly
involves keeping a sharp ear and a keen eye
for the coming of the Lord—and not just for his
coming at the end of time but for all the various
way and guises in which he comes into our
lives every day.
Fr Brendan Byrne SJ
ST JAMES GIVING TREE

ROSARY STATUE
If you would like to have the Statue of Our Lady
of Fatima for a week to pray the Rosary as a
family. bookings are now open for 2020.
To avoid disappointment and to secure the
Statue in your home a booking sheet is in the
Narthex after each weekend mass.
Any questions, you can contact Mario Lobo at
mariolobo@gmail.com or 0405 767 846.
MARY’S ADVENT ANGELS
Due to the success of last year’s drive, Mary’s
Advent Angels are back again this year. These
hand-crafted decorations make ideal gifts or
tree ornaments and will be on sale for $3 each
after Mass this weekend (30 Nov/01 Dec).
Proceeds will be donated once again to MSSP
Missions. Please support this initiative and help
make a difference through your donations.
THANK YOU
Thank you to the Parishioners who donated
$500 towards the Church Extension Project.
Your gift is truly valued.

Thank you to Emily Mejia from the YPs for
Your donations of non- sales of craft at the St John Heidelberg’s mini
perishable
food, Mission Market last Sunday to support the Jose
toiletries and new De Piro Orchestra.
toys can be left in the Thank you to Wendy Gonsalves for her gift of
Narthex
underneath hand made towels that were sold last weekend
the St James Giving which raised $750 for the Church Extension.
Tree. You will be able to find suggestions on
ST JAMES VINTAGE GROUP
the tree to donate. For toys, please indicate
what age they are for.
A social group for all Parishioners over 55 and
Please note, ideally your donations will need Young at Heart.
to be received by SUNDAY 15TH DECEMBER
as our Vinnie’s Conference plan to make up No joining fee, just come when you can.
the bulk of the hampers that week. Kindly
place bagged items underneath the St James Sun 08 Dec: Lunch at the Hoppers Club,
Panaam Drive. Cost $20.
Giving Tree for collection.
Tues 10 Dec: Christmas Morning Melodies.
COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND
Encore Events Centre. Cost $12 includes
morning tea.
Thanksgiving:
$ 4516.40
Presbytery:
$
887.20
For bookings or further information please
Flowers:
$
56.45
contact Beatrice on 0403 683 374 or
Youth:
$
31.95
8754 1155.

THANKSGIVING RECEIPTS & ENVELOPES

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE

We thank you once again for your generous
contribution to St James the Apostle
Thanksgiving Program.

On behalf of Fr Jude and the Sacramental team,
thank you Rachelle Revell for the 6 years of
service as the Sacrament Program Coordinator.
You embraced your work with enthusiasm and
dedication and made the process very seamless.
You made new members in the team feel
welcome and have always encouraged us to
voice our opinions and supported our ideas.

Receipts and Thanksgiving 2020 Envelopes will
be available on the weekend of 7/8 December at
the Parish Office Foyer. If you have fallen behind
please try to bring your account up to date.
Receipts for Parishioners whose contributing
through Credit Card and Direct Debit will be sent
via email before the year end.
School Families will receive their Envelopes at
the start of the School Term next year.
If you are interested in helping to support St
James Parish through the Thanksgiving
Program, Please see the Welcome Desk for
more information and forms."
SENIOR’S CHRISTMAS LUNCH
Couples For Christ Australia (CFCA) invites
senior members of the parish community for a
Seniors Chrstmas Lunch on Sunday 15th
December at 12 Noon in the Paulist Centre.
There is no cost for the lunch but donations are
most welcome, proceeds to the various CFCA
Outreach programs.
To register for tickets and for more information
contact Tita from the Parish Office on 9748
6800.
Registration closes this Sun 1st December.
VOLUNTEERS FOR NEW PARISH MINISTRY
With Church Extensions starting Jan 2020, a
new Parish Ministry for the Set Up of the Paulist
Centre (chairs, altar etc) for our weekend
Masses next year, is being formed. If you are
interested in more info please contact the Parish
Office on 9748 6800 this week.
PRAYER LIST
Let us pray and support those in our community
who are sick. We especially pray for Kerrie
Boyson, Meleane Ahomana, K. and A. Camilleri,
Linda Noronha, Celia Pineda, C.Camilleri, Mario
Ranada, Marcelo Arenas, Arn Raj, Sheillamar
Cuetera, Dean Kharitou, Zenaida Porciuncula,
Azucena Magcalas, Gauri Maskey, Emmanuel
Bernardo, Manuel G. Martinez Jnr, Michael Xue,
Robert Azzopardi, Corey Cauchi, Teodora
Gundayao, Emerita Sagovia, Ann Maree Daly,
Connie Micallef, Paul Cutajar, Juanito Osumo,
Mary Ulep Guerzon, Tchiapke Joel, Jorge
Maranan Jnr, Evelyn Soneja, Maria De Brincat,
Elizabeth Magnaye, Mario Ranada, Paula
Richards and all those who are ill.

Thank you Rachelle for your wonderful service to
the St James Parish Community. A big thank
you to your hubby Jared and your extended
family for the support they have given you during
your term as a Coordinator. We will miss your
leadership but are happy that you are still part of
our team.
We also thank you Allan Francisco for your time
and dedicated service to the St James Parish
community. You have been a mentor and
support to the new members of the team and
always willing to help in preparing PowerPoint
slides and sharing your faith experiences. We
wish you all the best in your future endeavours.
You will be missed as part of our team.
Cheryl Cabral on behalf of
Fr Jude and the Sacramental Team
MSSP CALENDAR
Collect your free copy of the Paulist Calendar
from the Narthex. One copy per family. Thank
you to all who support the ongoing ministry of the
Paulist Missionaries. Thank you to the MSSP
Lay Committee and Fr Mario who organised the
calendar. Special thanks also to Annie Lam from
St Clare’s Primary School for the cover design.
RECENTLY DECEASED & ANNIVERSARIES
Please pray for our loved ones whom we
remember especially
Paul Cutajar and Marciano Lim Snr who passed
away recently, Shobha Salins, Tobias Sequeira,
Froilan Santos, Vicente Benitez Snr, Fr Bert Dela
Pena O Carm, Henley Dcruz, Rosine Manadili,
Mary, John, Francesca and Joseph Vella, Bill
Cifi, Charlie Engerner, Arthur and Vera
Thompson, Kevin Waters, Speto Cefi, Mary,
Charlie and Joseph Xerri, Angela & Salvatore
Sacco, Tupou Family, Rogelio Kho, Catherine
and Baby Luke Baron, Paul Daglish, Dorothy
Bland, Jack Considine, Maureen and John
Williams, John Cunningham, John, Martha,
Marcel, Bridget, Francis, Paul, Mary, Magdaline,
Juliana, Lily, Mendonca, Hilary, Richard, Eric,
Wilbert, Rogelio Tolaresa, Norberto Carino Jnr,
Jeff Ruthburn, Emy Saffarese, Nato Portelli,
Gloria and Jeff Montebello, Jake Shaw and all
whose anniversaries occur at this time.

Please remember to support our sponsors

