
 

 

8th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
03 March 2019 

Parish Office Hours: 
Mon—Fri 9:30am-2:30pm 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Priest: 

Fr Jude Pirotta mssp 
Telephone: 9748 6800 

email: 
hopperscrossingnorth@cam.org.au 

Assisting Priest: 

Fr Brendan Byrne sj 

Deacon: 

Dcn Royden Dsouza 

Parish Council President: 

Geralyn McCarthy 

Parish Secretaries: 
Red Lusterio 

Tita Manalo 

Thanksgiving: 

Maria Saldana 

Parish Bookkeeper: 
Angel Hartanto 

Wed & Fri 9:30-2:30 

Sacramental Co-Ord 

Other Schools: 
Rachelle Revell 
Ph: 0411 774 636 
hopperscrossingnorth.sacraments@cam.org.au 

Youth Ministry Co-ord: 

Red Lusterio 0409 184 299 

St James Primary School: 
Telephone: 9749 1000 
Principal: Mary Abbott 
principal@sjhcn.catholic.edu.au 

St Francis Primary School: 

Telephone: 9731 6004 
Principal: Michelle Gillett 
principal@sfatarneit.catholic.edu.au 

St Clare’s Primary School: 
Telephone: 9371 8400 
Principal: Andrew Leighton 
principal@sctruganina.catholic.edu.au 

Thomas Carr College: 
Telephone: 8734 2444 

Principal: Craig Holmes 

tcc@thomascarr.vic.edu.au 

Weekday Masses: 

Tues—Sat 9:00am 

1st Friday Monthly: 
Mass at 7:30pm 

Adoration at 8:00-9:00pm 

Reconciliation (Confession): 
Saturday: 9:30am-10:00am 

   5:00-5:30pm 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Contact Jacinta & John Fisher 

0438 793 630 
hopperscrossingnorth.baptism@cam.org.au 

Weddings: 
By appointment only 

9748 6800 
Weekend Masses: Saturday 6:00pm, Sunday 8:30am, 10:30am and 5:00pm 

336 Derrimut Rd, Hoppers Crossing North, 3029 

Under the Pastoral Care of the Paulist Missionaries 

www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au 

Dear Parishioners 

As I sit down to try to put a few thoughts together, I am still trying to gather 
myself after hearing the shocking news made public on Tuesday 26 
February. It is true that through the international media many had been 
aware of Cardinal Pell’s conviction last December, yet I was not prepared for 
its publication today.  

Since there is an appeal pending, not much can be said at this stage, as we 
wait for justice to take its full course. For those in our community who have 
personally experienced abuse, this news once again opens up old wounds. I 
empathise with all abuse victims and their families, and pray for them that 
they might be able to find some healing. If I can be of any assistance in 
offering a space where stories of abuse can be shared, I am happy to make 
myself available. 

For Catholics, Cardinal Pell has not just been one of us, but also one of our 
leaders. We have heard of Cardinal Pell being accused of knowing about 
abuse by priests and not acting to prevent it, but today’s news has taken 
things to another level. Another one of our church leaders has been found 
guilty of sexual abuse against minors. Once again this gives rise to feelings 
of mistrust in the church we form part of. Can we still trust this institution 
which for so long has been so dear to us?  

I have to admit I do not have an answer to these questions, I am struggling 
to make sense of things that are happening around us.  

Allow me to humbly go back to a theme I have reflected upon a number of 
times. I still believe in a God of love as revealed to us in Jesus Christ, and I 
am very sure that my God is very angry at the abuse that has been carried 
out in his name. I am also aware that many of my sisters and brothers too 
hold on to their faith. This faith we all share is the bedrock of our community. 
As I struggle to make sense of what is happening around us, I still offer to be 
of service, as best as I can, to this community of faith.  

I try to avoid to use the term ‘church’ and instead use more scriptural terms 
as ‘Body of Christ,’ ‘People of God,’ or ‘community of faith.’ I find it helpful to 
distinguish between our faith community and the institution that has been 
shown to be guilty of abuse.  

I offer this reflection to you in the hope that it may help you make sense of 
events. 

Yours sincerely, 

Fr Jude Pirotta mssp 
Parish Priest 

LETTER FROM FR JUDE 



Thanksgiving:    $    3501.40 
Presbytery:         $    1052.85 
Flowers:        $        30.30 
Youth:           $        13.45 

COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND 

GOSPEL REFLECTIONS 

I lived once with a senior priest who was rather 
prone to correcting the faults of others and 
putting them right when he thought they had 
got things wrong. Asked once by a younger 
member of the community whether he had ever 
been wrong himself, he replied: “Just once—
when I thought I’d made a mistake but then 
discovered that I had been right all along”! 

That man did a lot of good work over a long 
life. But perhaps he hadn’t reflected on Jesus’ 
words in today’s Gospel today as much as he 
did on other parts of Scripture. 

The illustrations to which Jesus appeals—one 
blind person leading another; attempting to 
remove the splinter in a neighbour’s eye when 
one has a plank in one’s own—are 
exaggerated and humorous. The original 
hearers probably fell about laughing. It seems 
that Jesus often appealed to images like these 
in order to penetrate people’s defences and get 
them to think. It hard enough to know what is in 
one’s own heart—to recognize the “plank” that 
may be there, inhibiting right vision and 
accurate judgment. Yet, even so, we are still 
confident that we can see and so we set about 
commenting upon and seeking to root out the 
failings of others.  

If God, who really does see the heart, acts with 
such generosity, understanding and 
compassion, then that—not judgment and 
condemnation—should surely be the model for 
human interaction. 

Jesus’ final image in the Gospel invites us to 
ask what our thoughts, words and actions say 
about our own hearts. 

Fr Brendan Byrne SJ 

The Archdiocesan Office for 
Youth is hosting a one-day 
event for young people aged 
from Year 9 to discover and 
deepen their relation to 
Christ and to celebrate their 
faith. Rise 2019 will have a 

festival-like atmosphere and will include 
opportunities for young people to experience 
the arts, live music, prayer, social time, and 
workshops based on a variety of topics. 

St James Youth will be taking a group of Year 
9-12’s to the upcoming Rise event to be 
held at Penola Catholic College on Sat 23 Mar 
from 10am-9pm. To be part of our Group 
Registration, get in contact with us at 
hopperscrossingnorth.youth@cam.org.au by 
Sun 10 Mar! 

RISE FESTIVAL—A YR 9+ EVENT 

A combined St Peters & St James Parishes 
Bible Study program conducted by Deacon 
Royden will commence on Tues 05 Mar from 
7pm to 9pm in the Theaterette at St Peter 
Apostle Mission Parish, 38 Guinane Ave, 
Hoppers Crossing. This year we will be 
discussing the Gospel of Mark and bible study 
will be held every first and third Tuesday of the 
month. Come and experience an interactive 
bible study program with short films, reflections 
and discussions. Open to all ages. Enquiries 
Royden 0426 071 375. 

BIBLE STUDY PROGRAM 

The next Carpenter’s Club meeting will be on 
Sat 09 Mar starting with breakfast at 7:00am.  

CARPENTER’S CLUB 

Please check the noticeboards for information 
about this initiative from Prison Fellowship. 

PRISON FELLOWSHIP—EASTER BISCUITS 

St Peter’s Parish (38 Guinane Ave, Hoppers 
Crossing) are hosting a Lenten Retreat on 
March 14, 21, 28 and April 4 from 7 to 8 pm 
conducted by Deacons Royden Dsouza and 
Charles English at St Peter’s. These will 
consist of teachings, short films, music, 
reflections on key parables from the Gospel’s 
of Luke to increase our faith and build a 
stronger relationship with Jesus during this 
Lenten Period. There will also be Eucharistic 
Adoration, Solemn Prayer and Reconciliation. 
For further details please have a look at the 
posters in the Narthex or call Royden on 0426 
071 375. 

LENTEN RETREAT 

A social group for all Parishioners over 55 and 
Young at Heart. 

No joining fee, just come when you can. 

Sun 10 Mar: Monthly lunch after the 
10:30am Mass. Hoppers Club, 180-200 
Pannam Dr, Hoppers Crossing 

For further information and reservations please 
phone Serita on 0410 599 323. 

ST JAMES VINTAGE GROUP 



Collect your free copy of the Australian Catholics 
Magazine from the Magazine Rack. 

AUSTRALIAN CATHOLICS MAGAZINE 

ROSTERS FOR THE WEEKEND 09/10 MAR 

MASS TIMES SAT 6:00 PM SUN 8:30 AM SUN 10:30 AM SUN 5:00 PM 

LECTOR Ria Wandersmith Peter Amor Mark Duggan Stasha D’Souza 

COMMENTATOR Amencio Rubite Cath Amor Angela Vivona Sonia Ryall 

SPECIAL 
MINISTERS OF 
COMMUNION 

Leo Wandersmith 
Jose Lovell Tomo 
Elizabeth Strunk 
Andrew Carabott 
Marlene Carabott 

Jacinta Fisher 
John Fisher 
John Nguyen 
Irene O’Shannassy 
Maria Apulu

Dominic Vivona 
Alice D’Cruz 
Angel Hartanto 
Maria Bugayong 
Avis Fernandez 

Red Lusterio 
Beatrice Silva 
Marianne Arriero 
Patrick Colquhoun 
John Bartolome 

PIETY STALL Claire Kemp Vicky Cachia Avis Fernandez - 

VACUUMER Stephen Elliott ALTAR LINEN Phuong-Tran Nugyen  

CLEANERS 
Catherine Roszac 
Delphine Umutoni 

SOUP KITCHEN 
Vini Beraldo 
Simon Beraldo 

 

COUNTERS  
CHILDREN’S LOTW 

On Break Until 
Further Notice 

 Melchor Waje 
Rose Waje 
Marie D’Silva FLOWERS Phuong-Tran Nguyen  

The Young Paulists are hosting a Car Wash 
Fundraiser Event on Saturday March 16 from 
10am to 2pm at St James Parish. All proceeds 
will be donated to local families doing it tough in 
the community of Truganina, Tarneit and 
Hoppers Crossing.  

A full external car wash includes window wash 
and tire shine at $15. A window wash or tire 
shine only at $5. There will also be a sausage 
sizzle on the day.  

Expression of interest sheet in the Narthex - 
please indicate if you are interested in coming 
along for catering and logistical purposes. 

YOUNG PAULISTS FUNDRAISER CAR WASH 

I came across the YP retreat at the right 
moment. If it hadn’t been for the encouragement 
of 2 current YP members I would still be out 
there looking for a place to call home. It wasn’t 
something I expected to be a part of but I’m so 
happy that I was.  

The weekend we spent at St Paul’s Missionary 
College was a peaceful break from my day to 
day responsibilities. It allowed me to reflect on 
what I was missing within my life with Jesus 
whilst connecting with so many different 
impactful people. I have come out of that 
weekend with more trust in Jesus and more 
enlightened on who he wants me to be and how 
powerful we can be as humans when we go out 
there and help each other. This weekend away 
showed me how strong faith can be when you’re 
surrounded by a community you can call home.  

Emily Mejia 

YOUNG PAULISTS RETREAT REFLECTIONS 

I now live and work in 
Dubai in the United Arab 
Emirates. I managed to 
be around the area at the 
same time as the YP 
retreat and was kindly 
invited by Father Jude to attend. Leading up to 
the retreat, I was unsure of what to expect after 
being away for so long but as the day went on, it 
felt like I'd never left. It was a weekend where 
the YPs shared their spiritual journey and growth 
with each other, new friendships were made and 
it was just a space where we as young adults in 
the Catholic community were able to express 
how God had touched our lives in different ways. 
I truly felt at home during the retreat and as the 
community grows, I pray that so do the number 
of young adults that embrace their faith and 
openly share it with the community.  Thomas Sia 

This Thurs 07 Mar, there will be a Communion 
Service instead of Mass at 9:00am. 

MASS TIMES THIS WEEK 

Thank you to everyone that contributed to the 
Plenary Council meeting regarding what we 
believe God is asking of the Church in Australia.  
Please find a summary of what was discussed in 
the Magazine Rack. 

PLENARY COUNCIL SUBMISSION 



Dear parishioners, visitors and friends,  

This Wednesday we celebrate Ash Wednesday, the start of the season of Lent, in preparation for 

the celebration of the passion, death and resurrection of Jesus. 

In the early Church, public sinners were invited to perform public penance with prayer, fasting 

and acts of charity so that on Holy Thursday they were welcomed back into the community. The 

community journeyed with these sinners supporting them with fasting and prayer. 

Over the past number of years, especially these last five years as the Royal Commission did its 

work, as a Church community in Australia we have been exposed to the most devastating stories 

of a large number of people who have suffered sexual abuse at the hand of priests, religious and 

lay people; those who had the duty to respect and protect our vulnerable children. 

Lent is another opportunity for us as a Catholic community to pray in support of all victims of sex 

abuse, and their families. As we meditate on the sufferings of Jesus, we associate with the pain 

endured by these brothers and sisters. We pray in hope that God may help these victims of sex 

abuse find within themselves a space of healing. 

Some laws have already been passed and both as Church and as parish community we are 

becoming more aware of the need to protect those who are vulnerable in our community. 

Perhaps one the ‘acts of charity’ that we can perform this Lent is to offer both support to victims 

of abuse, and also to continue discovering how better to offer protection to children and 

vulnerable adults in our midst. 

Thank you, Fr Jude 

To make this Lent a more meaningful time, consider taking part 
in any of the following available at our Parish:  

ASH WEDNESDAY: Wed 06 Mar Mass with distribution of ashes at 9:00am at the Paulist Centre 
with St James Primary, 12:45pm at St Clare’s Primary and 7:30pm in the Church. 

THE WAY OF THE CROSS: During Lent, time to reflect on the Stations of the Cross will be every 
Friday from this Fri 08 Mar at 7:30pm in the Church. 

PROJECT COMPASSION: Project Compassion promotes peace by pursuing justice. Please take 
home a Project Compassion box and/or a set of envelopes available in the Narthex this weekend 
and return by Holy Thursday. 

PAULIST MISSIONARY SPONSORSHIP:  For $5 per month, you can help with the wellbeing and 
education of children in Pakistan, Peru and the Philippines. Brochures available this weekend. 

THE SEASON OF LENT 

Let us pray and support those in our 
community who are sick.  We especially pray 
for Eugene Xavier, Corey Cauchi, Teodora 
Gundayao, Mary Ann Bucud, Shirley Callan, 
Wayne Camilleri, Emerita Sagovia, Teodora 
Gundayao, Ann Maree Daly, Connie Micallef, 
Paul Cutajar, Juanito Osumo, Mary Ulep 
Guerzon, Tchiapke Joel, Eugene Xavier, Jorge 
Maranan Jnr, Michael Short, Evelyn Soneja, 
Maria De Brincat, Judith Leslie, Elizabeth 
Magnaye, Emmanuel Bernardo, Clementino 
Schirripa, Mario Ranada, Paula Richards and 
all those who are ill. 

PRAYER LIST RECENTLY DECEASED & ANNIVERSARIES 

Please pray for our loved ones whom we 
remember especially Michael Sarpi and 
Germano Gonsalves who passed away 
recently, Filomena Pinto, Reynaldo Bautista, 
Albina Rosiello, Kan Hau Lay, Lourdes Varron 
Nunez, Margaret Camilleri, Manuel Rodrigues, 
Antonio Mobilio, Collinette Dcruz, Elizabeth 
Benedict, Grech and Hili Families, Alphonse 
Sultana, Emy Saffarese, Gloria and Mathew 
Montebello, Jake Shaw and all whose 
anniversaries occur at this time. 


