
 

 

4th Sunday of Advent 
23 December 2018 

Parish Office Hours: 
Mon—Fri 9:30am-2:30pm 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Priest: 

Fr Jude Pirotta mssp 
Telephone: 9748 6800 

email: 
hopperscrossingnorth@cam.org.au 

Assisting Priest: 

Fr Brendan Byrne sj 

Deacon: 

Dcn Royden Dsouza 

Parish Council President: 

Geralyn McCarthy 

Parish Secretaries: 
Red Lusterio 

Tita Manalo 

Thanksgiving: 

Maria Saldana 

Parish Bookkeeper: 
Angel Hartanto 

Wed & Fri 9:30-2:30 

Sacramental Co-Ord 

Other Schools: 
Rachelle Revell 
Ph: 0411 774 636 
hopperscrossingnorth.sacraments@cam.org.au 

Youth Ministry Co-ord: 

Red Lusterio 0409 184 299 

St James Primary School: 
Telephone: 9749 1000 
Principal: Mary Abbott 
principal@sjhcn.catholic.edu.au 

St Francis Primary School: 

Telephone: 9731 6004 
Principal: Michelle Gillett 
principal@sfatarneit.catholic.edu.au 

St Clare’s Primary School: 
Telephone: 9371 8400 
Principal: Andrew Leighton 
principal@sctruganina.catholic.edu.au 

Thomas Carr College: 
Telephone: 8734 2444 

Principal: Andrew Watson 

tcc@thomascarr.vic.edu.au 

Weekday Masses: 

Tues—Sat 9:00am 

1st Friday Monthly: 
Mass at 7:30pm 

Adoration at 8:00-9:00pm 

Reconciliation (Confession): 
Saturday: 9:30am-10:00am 

   5:00-5:30pm 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Contact Jacinta & John Fisher 

0438 793 630 
hopperscrossingnorth.baptism@cam.org.au 

Weddings: 
By appointment only 

9748 6800 
Weekend Masses: Saturday 6:00pm, Sunday 8:30am, 10:30am and 5:00pm 

336 Derrimut Rd, Hoppers Crossing North, 3029 

Under the Pastoral Care of the Paulist Missionaries 

www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au 

The Christmas season invites us to shout with joy and rejoice.  I must 
admit, that sometimes I fail and find it very hard, when things happening 
around us is not good news.  How do I shout with Joy and rejoice?  I too 
struggle like many of you to come to terms with what is happening around 
me, the struggles in people’s lives, the church and the entire world.   

On the third Sunday of Advent people approached John the Baptist with a 
question which echoes deep in my heart: “What must I do? I must be 
willing to face John to meet and receive Jesus who comes in the midst of 
chaos, suffering and in my emptiness. 

The Incarnation – God entering our story in the person of Jesus – giving us his Spirit living 
and active in our world calls each of us to embrace Him as our hope, light and path to 
having peace and harmony within ourselves and our world. Nearly two thousand years ago, 
Jesus came to a restless world with a message of Peace and Joy. 

Can I today represent Christ in my environment, in my fellow brothers and sisters?  Can I 
become a source of hope for others?  What must I do to be Christ to others and to find 
Christ in others? 

As we continue to prepare for our Plenary council, may I reassure you that I want to listen to 
you and to invite you to participate.  I sense a strong love from you for your Church and 
hope that you get involved and have your say.  You have theological and pastoral insights 
that don’t occur to us clerics.  Pope Francis calls for a synodal church in which people, 
bishops, priests, etc, are all listening to each other and learning from each other. 

If we can all learn to share vulnerably and fully, laity priests and bishops, that will help us to 
become a listening church and help develop a culture of relatedness, freedom, co-
responsibility and hope. That will be a different church and a real cultural change. 

As we celebrate this great Feast of the Incarnation, God becoming one of us, let these 
questions echo in our hearts, in our thoughts, words and deeds.  What must I do?  What 
kind of person am I called to be?  

On Christmas night, we will draw towards the manger and we will remember the ancient 
story of Jesus’ birth.  And on the most sacred of nights, our story once again becomes part 
of God’s unfolding story for humanity.  The conversations we’ve had, the work we have 
done, the hurts we have absorbed, the griefs we bear, the joys we have experienced, our 
hopes and dreams, all wrapped up with the bow of life.  They are the gifts we offer; these 
are the gifts we lay in the manger straw. 

To love another person is to love the face of God.  And this I suspect, is what we see more 
clearly at Christmas time.  In Jesus we see the face of God.  And when we sit at a table at 
Christmas and we look at the faces of God among us, when we remember those whom we 
mourn, we know that this celebration of the birth of Jesus means that we do not walk alone, 
that the stone is always rolled away and that the world is a graced and holy place because 
God is here. 

I would sincerely like to thank our parishioners for your commitment to our parish this past 
year.  The giving of your time, talent and treasure to the Lord continues to bear much fruit 
for the kingdom of God.  I would also like to extend my gratitude to all who worked hard to 
make our Christmas celebrations truly meaningful.  Thanks to those who were involved in 
preparing the environment and setting up of the different liturgies, this season and 
throughout the liturgical year.  And a special thank you to the Parish Pastoral Council and 
the devoted members of the various ministries in our parish and to those who work quietly 
behind the scenes.  

May the grace and peace of Christmas be with all in the community.  Go gently 

Fr Jude 

FR JUDE’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 



Thanksgiving:    $    4400.70 
Presbytery:         $    1070.60 
Flowers:        $        25.60 
Youth:           $        15.10 

COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND 

GOSPEL REFLECTIONS 

Today’s Gospel brings us to the threshold of 
Jesus’ birth. Presuming our knowledge of the 
Annunciation to Mary, it describes the meeting 
between Mary and her cousin, Elizabeth. In this 
“Visitation” story, the two women share their 
remarkable experience, and faith overflows in 
new insight, knowledge and celebration. 

Mary has surrendered in faith to the 
extraordinary role that Gabriel has announced 
to her. In faith, too, she has obeyed the angel’s 
additional command to go and seek out the 
“sign” consisting in the pregnancy of her elderly 
cousin. Biblical faith does not presuppose signs 
already given; it acts, goes on its journey, and 
then discovers confirmatory signs. This is how 
Elizabeth’s pregnancy functions for Mary. The 
lesser wonder brought about by God’s power 
(the conception of a child to parents of 
advanced years) confirms her faith in the far 
greater marvel: that with God’s Spirit taking the 
role of male parent she is to become the 
mother of her people’s Messiah. 

As soon as she hears Mary’s greeting, 
Elizabeth experiences within her womb the 
infant John leaping with joy. Already he is 
beginning his role of pointing to the Messiah. 
Hence Elizabeth confirms what Mary has 
hitherto simply believed: that she is indeed 
pregnant with the Messiah whose role and 
destiny Gabriel had announced. 

Elizabeth insists that Mary is “blessed”, not 
simply because she is “the mother of my Lord”, 
but in her believing (“Blessed is she who 
believed”). As supremely in her case, faith is 
the channel through which God’s power flows 
into the world.  

Fr Brendan Byrne SJ 

What is God asking of us 
in Australia at this time? 

The Plenary Council 2020 is a gathering of the 
Church in Australia to make decisions for the 
future.  All people are invited to contribute to 
the Plenary Council agenda by sharing their 
experience of faith and of the Church.  The 
Plenary Council agenda will be developed from 
the stories we share and the questions we 
raise.  Our questions about and our hopes for 
the Church will arise from hearts that listen to 
the Spirit.  Everyone is invited to be part of this 
process.  Our Parish will have a meeting on 
Tues 05 Feb 2019 at 7:00pm for more 
information. 

PLENARY COUNCIL 2020 

With the New Year approaching us, many of 
our formal Ministries and the Parish Office will 
be on holidays to allow all people involved to 
be refreshed and rejuvenated for 2019.  With 
this in mind please take note that: 

 The Parish Office will be closed from Mon 24 
Dec to Thurs 03 Jan 2019. 

 Children’s Liturgy finished on Sun 16 Dec. 

 The last Parish Bulletin will be this Sun 23 
Dec.  It will resume on Sun 03 Feb 2019. 

 There will be no Rosters for the Ministries of 
Lector, Commentator, Altar Servers or 
Special Ministers of Communion after 
Christmas.  They will start again on Sun 03 
Feb 2019.  Please offer your services for 
these Ministries during January when you 
arrive at Mass.   

 Fr Jude will be away on a Mission Immersion 
from Fri 04 Jan—Sat 19 Jan.  Fr Ivan will be 
celebrating Masses here at that time.  Please 
offer your services for the ministries at all 
Masses. 

 There is no First Friday Adoration in January. 
This will resume on Fri 01 Feb 2019. 

 Sun Night Youth Group has finished for the 
year and will resume on Sun 03 Feb 2019. 

 Playgroup will resume on Tues 12 Feb 2019. 

JANUARY NOTICES 

Thank you to everyone who supported the 
Parish Fete on Sat 20 Oct.  The final financial 
results of the Fete was: 

Total Income: $37,367.80 
Total Expenses: $15,045.17 

Profit:   $22,322.63 

A contribution of the proceeds was used to 
support our three Primary Schools. 

ST JAMES PARISH FETE RESULTS 

We are proud to announce that Archbishop 
Commensoli has accepted Fr Ivan Burdian, the 
Australian Provincial of the Missionary Society 
of St Paul’s reappointment of Fr Jude Pirotta 
mssp as the Parish Priest of St James the 
Apostle Parish, Hoppers Crossing North for 
another 6 years.  Congratulations Fr Jude! 

PARISH PRIEST—ST JAMES 



Let us pray and support those in our community 
who are sick.  We especially pray for Wayne 
Camilleri, Emerita Sagovia, Teodora Gundayao, 
Ann Maree Daly, Connie Micallef, Paul Cutajar, 
Juanito Osumo, Mary Ulep Guerzon, Tchiapke 
Joel, Eugene Xavier, Jorge Maranan Jnr, 
Michael Short, Michael Nash, Evelyn Soneja, 
Frank Camilleri, Maria De Brincat, Judith and 
Gabriella Leslie, Elizabeth Magnaye, Emmanuel 
Bernardo, Clementino Schirripa, Mario Ranada, 
Paula Richards and all those who are ill. 

PRAYER LIST 

RECENTLY DECEASED & ANNIVERSARIES 

Please pray for our loved ones whom we 
remember especially Marie-Lourdes Florent, 
Corazon Dayao and Richard Keating who 
passed away recently, Rosario Fernandes, 
Leticia Tagala, Ireneo, Augusto, Catalina, 
Juanita, Candido, Luciana, Florentino, Teofisto, 
Antonio, Alejandro, Benigna, Victor, Sulpicio, 
Francisco, Rene And George Dadard, Carmelo 
Borg, Tony and Orsela Debrincat, Angelo and 
Tereza Azzopardi, Hayden Fava, Maria Cini, 
Andre Filaferro, Ron Banks, Yvan Florent, Paul 
and Philippe Manon, Laval Pottier, Marie 
Therese Rossick, Emy, Lilly and Henry 
Saffarese, Gloria and Mathew Montebello, Jake 
Shaw, George and Josephine Galea, Laurie 
Xuereb, Joseph and Angela Portelli and all 
whose anniversaries occur at this time. 

A social group for all Parishioners over 55 and 
Young at Heart. 

No joining fee, just come when you can. 

Sun 13 Jan: Monthly lunch after the 10.30am 
Mass at The Hoppers Club, 180–200 Pannam 
Dr. 

For further information and reservations please 
phone Beatrice on 0403 683 374 or Violet on 
0430 122 815  

ST JAMES VINTAGE GROUP 

We thank you once again for your generous 
support to the Thanksgiving Program. 
Thanksgiving Receipts and 2019 Envelopes are 
available from the Narthex. 

If you have fallen behind please try to bring your 
account up to date. 

Please note: All School Families will receive their 
envelopes at the start of the School Term next 
year. 

Receipts for Credit Card and Direct Debit 
Parishioners will be sent via email. 

If you’re interested in joining the Thanksgiving 
Program to support the Parish, please see the 
Welcome Desk in the Narthex for more 
information and forms. 

THANKSGIVING RECEIPTS & ENVELOPES 

Ushers and car park attendants are needed to 
help with the smooth running of our Christmas 
Masses. If you are available to help out please 
leave your name on the volunteer sheets in the 
Church Narthex. New volunteers are welcome. 

USHER & CAR PARK ATTENDANTS  

Registrations for the 2019 Sacraments of First 
Reconciliation (Confession) First Eucharist (Holy 
Communion) and Confirmation for Children 
attending non-Catholic schools are now open. 
Visit www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au and select 
the appropriate “Sacramental Registration” page 
under the Ministries tab. Email 
HoppersCrossingNorth.Sacraments@cam.org.au 
for enquiries to the Coordinator Rachelle. 
Registrations for First Reconciliation close 
Friday 1st February 2019.  

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 2019 

CHRISTMAS EVE: 
Mon 24 Dec 

6:00pm Carols in Paulist Centre 
6:30pm Vigil Mass (Family Mass) 
9:00pm Mass (some carols pre-liturgy) 
11:30pm Carols in the Church 
12:00  Midnight Mass in the Church 

CHRISTMAS DAY: 
Tues 25 Dec 
8:30am Mass (some carols pre-liturgy) 
10:30am Mass (some carols pre-liturgy) 
  (No Evening Mass on this Day) 

NEW YEARS: 
Mon 31 Dec—New Years Eve 
6:00pm Mass (last for the year) 

Tues 01 Jan—New Years Day 
10:30am Mass (1st for the year) 

ST JAMES CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 2018 

Congratulations to the recipients of the Joseph 
De Piro Award for 2019: 

Susanna Tomelty—St James Primary 
Judith Basioni—St Francis Primary 
Gillian Espinosa—St Clare’s Primary 

Thank you to the MSSP for their generosity and 
support. The Scholarship is to the value of 
$1500 each. 

JOSEPH DE PIRO AWARD 

http://www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au
mailto:HoppersCrossingNorth.Sacraments@cam.org.au


READINGS FOR 
FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 

1st Reading:   1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28 
For the whole of his life, Samuel shall be lent to 
the Lord. 
 

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 83:2-3, 5-6, 9-10 
How happy they who dwell in your house, O 
Lord. 
 

2nd Reading:   1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24 
He calls you his own children, and that is what 
you are. 
 

Gospel:    Lk 2:41-52 
His parents found him in the temple, sitting 
among the learned men, listening to them. 

Thank you to the Year 6 students of St James 
Primary School for their generous donation of 
$1508.50 towards the work of the MSSPs in the 
Philippines.  The Year 6’s raised this money at 
their Annual Mission Market and will go towards 
the purchase of much needed resources for the 
local community. 

THANK YOU 

The Werribee Blood Donor Centre needs 360 
more blood donors over the Christmas New 
Year’s period. They need you!  

Patients right across Australia will be relying 
upon blood donations this Christmas; blood will 
be needed by road accident patients, pregnant 
mums, cancer patients and even premature 
babies. The need for blood does not take a 
break.  If you cannot make it in in December, the 
need continues in January, so please book your 
appointment to give blood then.  

To make an appointment call 13 14 95 or visit 
donateblood.com.au 

WERRIBEE BLOOD DONATION 

An introduction to basic drawing and ides of 
mindfulness will be available during the Summer 
Break for children aged 7-12 years and leading 
into the school terms in 2019. 

The workshops will be offered to a selective 
small group of students who have the same 
desire to find a means to create as a form of 
therapy.  The numbers are kept small for a more 
professional and personalized approach so that 
each student gets the time and attention they 
deserve. 

More details are available from the flyers in the 
Magazine Rack.   

MINDFUL ART SOCIAL SCHOOL 

On Sun 16 Dec, the Couples for Christ Australia 
(CFCA) hosted a Christmas Lunch for the 
seniors in our Parish.  Here are a few thoughts 
by participants on the event: 

“Thank you to the Couples for Christ Australia 
especially Tita for organizing a wonderful 
Christmas Lunch that had so much love and 
admiration.  Thank you to Fr. Jude for showing 
us all the warmth, enjoyment and the pleasure of 
being  part of St James the Apostle Community.” 

Beatrice  

“I want to thank everyone from Couples for 
Christ  Australia for the magnificent party for us 
“oldies” today, I am overwhelmed at your 
generosity to us; truly it was a magnificent 
spread and so beautifully organised down to the 
last little detail.  The food was so plentiful and so 
tasty and fresh, I really loved the noodle dish and 
of course the apple crumble was just perfect, I’d 
love the recipe but I don’t think I could get a pan 
big enough or fit it in an oven.  

The opening prayer was inspiring and the MC 
played his role perfectly, introducing the different 
events with perception and humour, the kids 
show was just beautiful and heart-warming, 
especially the little singers and dancers and I 
meant to chat with the solo violinist  - it must 
have taken a lot of courage to get up and play to 
a crowd of adults so well done to her.  

And thank you too for the most generous 
presents – all of you really are too kind, the lunch 
and entertainment itself would have been more 
than enough with the lovely table settings and 
the crackers; all so perfect and such a lovely way 
to have lunch on Gaudate Sunday.” 

Mark 

SENIOR’S CHRISTMAS LUNCH BY CFCA 

St James Youth Ministry, which is open to all 
those in Years 7-12, has now finished their 
Holiday Program.  These holidays, the youth 
assisted our Vinnie’s Conference in sorting 
through all the generous donations that were 
turned into Christmas Hampers for the families in 
our area.  They have also had the opportunity to 
join the Christmas Dawn Mass Novena at St 
Peter’s Parish and even led the music at last 
Wednesday’s 5am Mass with Fr Jude.  Finally, 
they rounded off the holidays with a social ‘Lock-
In’ in the Paulist Centre.  Youth Group meets 
again on Sun 03 Feb 2019!  From the Youth 
Leaders, have a blessed Christmas and a fruitful 
New Year! 

ST JAMES YOUTH 


