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St James the Apostle Parish 

Plenary Council 2020 - Parish Bulletin 2 

The Plenary Council 2020 is a significant event in the life of the Australian Church. Building 

upon Vatican II, Pope Francis calls for “a listening church, a synodal church” at all levels of 

church life.  The Holy Spirit, he says, must be given breathing room to bring forth such a 

church.  

For Pope Francis, synodality is “not some of the bishops some of the time, but all the faithful 

all of the time.” In seeking the truth, synods are clearly Pope Francis’ preferred medium. The 

Plenary Council 2020 provides a moment in the life of the Australian Church to listen to the 

Holy Spirit by listening to the sensus fidelium. This is a Latin phrase which means ‘the sense 

of faith of the faithful’. According to the International Theological Commission, the lay 

faithful can sense ‘new ways for the journey’ of faith for the whole pilgrim people. Hence, 

bishops and priests must be close to their people on the journey and walk with them. 

Together they will recognise the ‘new ways’ sensed by the people under the influence of the 

Holy Spirit. 

The sensus fidei fidelium also helps the Church respond 

to contemporary problems and challenges. It provides 

an intuition as to the right way forward amid the 

uncertainties and ambiguities of history. It offers a 

capacity to listen discerningly to what human culture 

and the progress of the sciences are saying. The 

Plenary Council will be a concentrated moment in the 

life of the Australian Church of listening to the Holy 

Spirit by listening to the sensus fidelium.  

Over the coming weeks, the parish will provide some 

resources for you to reflect on, encouraging all parishioners of all ages and backgrounds to 

make your own personal or collective input to the Plenary Council. Your input will 

contribute towards renewing and reenergising the Catholic Church in Australia. 

These resources are intended to help you to respond individually and collectively to these 

questions: 

A. What does our Church look like now? (Listening to each other) 

B. What is Christ calling us to make our Church today? (Listening to the Holy Spirit) 

For Pope Francis, synodality is “not some of the 

bishops some of the time, but all the faithful all of 

the time”. 
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Resources for Reading and Reflecting: 

Sacred Scripture: first and foremost, we are called to listen to the Holy Spirit as individuals 

and as community. Sacred Scripture contains the essence of Christ’s teachings and the 

example of his life where Love, Justice, Compassion and Mercy are prioritised. Christ’s 

teachings are not simply black and white rules, but invitations to personal discovery through 

prayer, reading, reflection, sharing and discerning. They include the following: 

 The Holy Spirit is love 

 Faith expresses itself through love and listening to the Spirit 

 Loving, listening to and caring for each other is loving the Spirit 

 We are called to love and support the disadvantaged, needy, aged or lonely  

 We are called specifically to protect all children and innocents 

 Those who believe in and choose to follow the Spirit are People of God 

 The Church collectively comprises all ‘People of God’ 

 All people and genders are equal in the eyes of God 

 Where people are gathered in faith the Holy Spirit guides 

 We are called to share what we have, and our talents, with each other 

 We are called to respect life 

 We are called to care for nature, the environment and living creatures 

 We are called to respect faith choices made in conscience 

 We are called not to judge others 

 We are called to express our shared faith through example to others 

Selected statements of Pope Francis: 

“The Church must go out into the streets” 

“I prefer a Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, 

rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to its own 

security. I do not want a Church concerned with being at the centre and then ends by being 

caught up in a web of obsessions and procedures. If something should rightly disturb us and 

trouble our consciences, it is the fact that so many of our brothers and sisters are living 

without the strength, light and consolation born of 

friendship with Jesus Christ, without a community of faith 

to support them, without meaning and a goal in life. More 

than by fear of going astray, my hope is that we will be 

moved by the fear of remaining shut up within structures 

which give us a false sense of security, within rules which 

make us harsh judges, within habits which make us feel 

safe, while at our door people are starving and Jesus does 

not tire of saying to us: “Give them something to eat” (Mk 

6:37).” (49) 

Evangelii Gaudium – “The Joy of the Gospel” (November 

2013, n. 49) 
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“The Church acknowledges the indispensable contribution which women make to society 

through the sensitivity, intuition and other distinctive skill sets which they, more than men, 

tend to possess. I think, for example, of the special concern which women show to others, 

which finds a particular, even if not exclusive, expression in motherhood. I readily 

acknowledge that many women share pastoral responsibilities with priests, helping to guide 

people, families and groups and offering new contributions to theological reflection. But we 

need to create still broader opportunities for a more incisive female presence in the 

Church.” (Evangelii Gaudium) 

“To be holy does not require being a bishop, a priest or a religious. We are frequently 

tempted to think that holiness is only for those who can withdraw from ordinary affairs to 

spend much time in prayer. That is not the case. We are called to be holy by living our lives 

with love and by bearing witness to everything we do.” (Gaudete et Exsultate)  

“A community that cherishes the little details of love, whose members care for one another 

and create an open and evangelizing environment, is a place where the risen Lord is 

present, sanctifying it in accordance with the Father’s plan.” (Gaudete et Exsultate) 

“With shame and repentance, we acknowledge as an ecclesial community that we were not 

where we should have been, that we did not act in a timely manner, realizing the magnitude 

and the gravity of the damage done to so many lives. We showed no care for the little ones; 

we abandoned them. I make my own the words of the then Cardinal Ratzinger when, during 

the Way of the Cross composed for Good Friday 2005, he identified with the cry of pain of 

so many victims and exclaimed: “How much filth there is in the Church, and even among 

those who, in the priesthood, ought to belong entirely to [Christ]! How much pride, how 

much self-complacency! Christ’s betrayal by his disciples, their unworthy reception of his 

body and blood, is certainly the greatest suffering endured by the Redeemer; it pierces his 

heart. We can only call to him from the depths of our hearts: Kyrie eleison – Lord, save us! 

(cf. Mt 8:25)” (Ninth Station). (Letter to The People of God, responding to Child Sexual 

Abuse, 20 August 2018) 

“It is impossible to think of a conversion of our activity as a Church that does not include the 

active participation of all the members of God’s People. Indeed, whenever we have tried to 

replace, or silence, or ignore, or reduce the People of God to small elites, we end up 

creating communities, projects, theological approaches, spiritualities and structures without 

roots, without memory, without faces, without bodies and ultimately, without lives. This is 

clearly seen in a peculiar way of understanding the Church’s authority, one common in 

many communities where sexual abuse and the abuse of power and conscience have 

occurred. Such is the case with clericalism, an approach that “not only nullifies the character 

of Christians, but also tends to diminish and undervalue the baptismal grace that the Holy 

Spirit has placed in the heart of our people”.[3] Clericalism, whether 

fostered by priests themselves or by lay persons, leads to an excision in the 

ecclesial body that supports and helps to perpetuate many of the evils that 

we are condemning today. To say “no” to abuse is to say an emphatic “no” 

to all forms of clericalism.” (Letter to The People of God, responding to 

Child Sexual Abuse, 20 August 2018) 
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Bishop Vincent Long Van Nguyen, Bishop of Parramatta, NSW: 

 “I see the clericalism as a by-product of a certain model of Church informed or underpinned 

or sustained by a certain theology. I mean, it's no secret that we have been operating, at 

least under the two previous pontificates, from 

what I'd describe as a perfect society model 

where there is a neat, almost divinely inspired, 

pecking order, and that pecking order is 

heavily tilted towards the ordained. So you 

have the pope, the cardinals, the bishops, 

religious, consecrated men and women, and 

the laity right at the bottom of the pyramid. I 

think we need to dismantle that model of 

Church… 

For my part, I know - or I feel that, especially as a bishop, I need to lead the way in 

promoting the Church as a communio, as a discipleship of equals, that emphasises 

relationships rather than power. I feel that's where we should be headed to.” (Testimony to 

the Royal Commission, 21 February 2017) 

Fr. Noel Connolly SSC , member of the Plenary Council Facilitation Team: 

“Pope Francis often compares the church to an inverted pyramid where the top is located 

beneath the base and listens to, learns from and serves the base… 

We are not used to that kind of authority nor to that level of responsibility. It will demand a 

much more adult approach to our faith and courage and wisdom to discuss and decide the 

important issues which up till now Rome has decided for us. Even till now many Episcopal 

Conferences have not taken up the freedom that the present Pope seems to be challenging 

them to. Our Plenary Council will be one of the first national “synods” in the modern 

Church. 

We will need structures to be able to consult widely. Right now, they do not exist. Many 

parishes still do not have Parish Councils and most dioceses have not had Diocesan Synods. 

Without clear and enabling structures, consultations will be shallow and superficial. They 

will be dominated by the “right people”, the compulsively articulate or the angry and the 

voices of the minorities and the people on the peripheries will not be heard. The real 

questions and true wisdom may not emerge.” 

“What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time?” You 

are invited to attend our Listening and Dialogue session on 5 February 

2019 in the church. 

 


