
 

 

1st Sunday of Advent 
02 December 2018 

Parish Office Hours: 
Mon—Fri 9:30am-2:30pm 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Priest: 

Fr Jude Pirotta mssp 

Telephone: 9748 6800 

email: 
hopperscrossingnorth@cam.org.au 

Assisting Priest: 

Fr Brendan Byrne sj 

Deacon: 

Dcn Royden Dsouza 

Parish Council President: 

Geralyn McCarthy 

Parish Secretaries: 

Red Lusterio 

Tita Manalo 

Thanksgiving: 

Maria Saldana 

Parish Bookkeeper: 

Angel Hartanto 

Wed & Fri 9:30-2:30 

Sacramental Co-Ord 

Other Schools: 

Rachelle Revell 

Ph: 0411 774 636 
hopperscrossingnorth.sacraments@cam.org.au 

Youth Ministry Co-ord: 

Red Lusterio 0409 184 299 

St James Primary School: 

Telephone: 9749 1000 

Principal: Mary Abbott 
principal@sjhcn.catholic.edu.au 

St Francis Primary School: 

Telephone: 9731 6004 

Principal: Michelle Gillett 
principal@sfatarneit.catholic.edu.au 

St Clare’s Primary School: 

Telephone: 9371 8400 

Principal: Andrew Leighton 
principal@sctruganina.catholic.edu.au 

Thomas Carr College: 

Telephone: 8734 2444 

Principal: Andrew Watson 

tcc@thomascarr.vic.edu.au 

Weekday Masses: 

Tues—Sat 9:00am 

1st Friday Monthly: 

Mass at 7:30pm 

Adoration at 8:00-9:00pm 

Reconciliation (Confession): 

Saturday: 9:30am-10:00am 

   5:00-5:30pm 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Contact Jacinta & John Fisher 

0438 793 630 
hopperscrossingnorth.baptism@cam.org.au 

Weddings: 

By appointment only 

9748 6800 
Weekend Masses: Saturday 6:00pm, Sunday 8:30am, 10:30am and 5:00pm 

336 Derrimut Rd, Hoppers Crossing North, 3029 

Under the Pastoral Care of the Paulist Missionaries 

www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au 

Last Sunday we have just concluded the Church’s liturgical year, the official 
year of the Church. This Sunday, as we celebrate the first Sunday in Advent, 
we start another year. This year, year C in the three year cycle, we will be 
reading from the gospel according to Luke.  

The Church year is also modelled on our own life: it starts with a birth and 
ends with a celebration of our final meeting with our Lord and Saviour, Christ 
our King!  

Advent is a time of waiting. A birth does not simply happen; it is preceded by 
a long time of waiting and preparation. Advent replicates this time of waiting 
as we make space for the new child that is being born for us. 

Yet Christmas and Advent are not simply a celebration of something that 
happened two thousand years ago. In Jesus, God was born once as a 
human baby in Bethlehem in time. It is good to celebrate this important event 
in our life and in the life of our Church. But the celebration of Christmas goes 
even deeper than that. Christ is born in us every day; Christ is born in our life 
many times in our encounters with people around us.  

Advent is not simply a reminder of the People of God’s long wait for the 
promised messiah, neither is it a celebration of Mary’ pregnancy. It is a 
moment when we prepare ourselves today for the times we come across the 
presence of God in our daily lives.  

At a time when our lives are busy as we run around between jobs trying to 
catch up with a million and one things, Advent is a gentle reminder for us 
that God is in our life. The best way to celebrate Advent, as we set up our 
nativities and our Christmas decorations, is to find time to reflect on where 
God is in my daily life. How does God speak to me today? How do I see God 
in the people around me? How am I being God in today’s world, at home, at 
work and in my recreation.  

Let us wait and prepare, fully aware that God lives in us each 
day, and we too live in him! 

Happy Advent Preparation! 

Fr Jude 

ADVENT: A TIME OF PREPARATION 

First Friday Adoration will be held at 8:00pm 
after Mass on this Fri 07 Dec. Please come and 
join us for the last First Friday service for this 
year. Let us prepare for the coming of our Lord 
Jesus by spending some time with him in 
prayer, silence, reflection and song. 

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION 



Thanksgiving:    $    4261.70 
Presbytery:         $    1026.00 
Flowers:        $        36.60 
Youth:           $        20.55 

COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND 

GOSPEL REFLECTIONS 

Today’s Gospel, taken from Jesus’ long 
instruction on the future (Luke 21:5-38), 
focuses on his second coming. It is full of the 
kind of apocalyptic descriptions and portents 
that have always excited the fundamentalist 
religious imagination. We need not dwell on 
these. The important thing to focus on is the 
basic intent of such instruction, which is to 
address the sense of dismay and the challenge 
to hope that calamities of various kinds 
present. While God may appear to be silent or 
absent, somehow all these things are held 
within the divine purpose, which will ultimately 
win through.  

While the basic message, then, is one of 
comfort, the second part of the Gospel adopts 
a more admonitory tone. The time of waiting 
requires attentiveness and a sharp spiritual 
sense. Believers must be like people who 
expect visitors but are unsure when exactly 
they will arrive. Anything that dulls the spirit 
(debauchery and drunkenness) or causes it to 
be distracted (absorption in the cares of life) 
must be avoided, commitment to prayer 
intensified.  

Advent is a time for examination in such areas. 
It is also a time for exploring our deepest 
longings and desires and allowing them to 
surface. They can ride up, so to speak, on the 
Scripture texts that the Church puts before us 
at this time.  

God’s only wish in our regard is to 
communicate to us the life and love for which 
we long. Each Advent should expand both our 
longing and our capacity to receive the gift of 
God.  

Fr Brendan Byrne SJ 

We have started the process for the creation of 
Christmas Hampers  through Vinnies for 
families in our community. We are only able to 
do this through your generosity. Your donations 
of non-perishable food, toiletries and new 
toys can be left in the Narthex underneath the 
St James Giving Tree. You will be able to find 
suggestions on the tree to donate.  For toys, 
please indicate what age they’re for. Please 
note, ideally your donations will need to be 
received by next weekend SUNDAY 11

TH
 

DECEMBER as our Vinnie’s Conference plan 
to make up the bulk of the hampers that 
week.  Kindly place bagged items underneath 
the St James Giving Tree for collection.  

ST JAMES GIVING TREE 

Mary's Advent Angels are hand crafted 
decorations made by Mary - a grade 5 student 
at St James. They make ideal gifts or lovely 
tree ornaments. They are on sale after every 
weekend Mass during Advent for $3 each. All 
proceeds will be donated to MSSP Missions. 
Please support this initiative and help make a 
difference through your donations.  

MARY’S ADVENT ANGELS 

Couples For Christ Australia (CFCA) invites 
senior members of the parish community for a 
Seniors Christmas Lunch on Sunday 16th 
December at 12:00 Noon in the Paulist Centre.  
There is no cost for the lunch but donations are 
most welcome, proceeds to the various CFCA 
Outreach programs.  To register for tickets and 
for more information contact Tita from the 
Parish Office on 9748 6800. Registration 
closes Sunday  02 December. 

SENIORS CHRISTMAS LUNCH 

What is God asking of us  
in Australia at this time? 

The Plenary Council 2020 is a gathering of the 
Church in Australia to make decisions for the 
future.  All people are invited to contribute to 
the Plenary Council agenda by sharing their 
experience of faith and of the Church.  The 
Plenary Council agenda will be developed from 
the stories you share and the questions you 
raise.  Our questions about and our hopes for 
the Church will arise from hearts that listen to 
the Spirit.  This week, we are inviting all our 
parishioners to pray the Advent Plenary 
Council prayer each day as a way of preparing 
to share our stories. 

Be still 
Be still and know 
Be still and know that I am 
Be still and know that I am your God. 
God of this Advent time, as we watch, wait, 
long and hope, awaken our hearts to your 
presence.  Encourage us in our efforts to listen 
humbly to each other.  Inspire in us the words 
to speak boldly with each other.  Create within 
us a spirit of discernment.  Give us hopeful 
hearts as we continue our journey to the 
Plenary Council.  We ask this in the name of 
Emmanuel-God-with-us.  Amen. 

PLENARY COUNCIL 2020 



Let us pray and support those in our community 
who are sick.  We especially pray for Teodora 
Gundayao, Ann Maree Daly, Connie Micallef, 
Paul Cutajar, Juanito Osumo, Mary Ulep 
Guerzon, Tchiapke Joel, Eugene Xavier, Jorge 
Maranan Jnr, Michael Short, Michael Nash, 
Evelyn Soneja, Frank Camilleri, Maria De 
Brincat, Judith and Gabriella Leslie, Elizabeth 
Magnaye, Emmanuel Bernardo, Clementino 
Schirripa, Mario Ranada, Paula Richards and all 
those who are ill. 

PRAYER LIST 

RECENTLY DECEASED & ANNIVERSARIES 

Please pray for our loved ones whom we 
remember especially Mefi Laulua, Paul 
Schembri, Gerard Hocking, Joseph D’Souza, 
Shobha Salins and Therese Gillespie who 
passed away recently, Laurence Polidano, 
Angelo Magro, Laurie Baker, Celestino and 
Vicente Benitez Snr, Gorga Refelo, Margaret 
Grima, Olimpia Anderson, Doris and Silvio 
Farrugia, Laszlo Szucs, David and Lawrence 
Bracken,  Henley D’Cruz, Anju Dias, Avileli, 
Dias, Rodrigues and D’Souza Families, Peter 
Amoab, Sanathan, Nathalia, Lawrence, Rian, 
Paul and Louiza Andrade, Jacob, Paul, Thomas, 
Nathalia and Irine D’Souza, Geore Lewis, Froilan 
Santos, Mary, Charlie and Joe Xerri, Angela and 
Salvatore Sacco, Emy, Lilly and Henry 
Saffarese, Gloria and Mathew Montebello, Jake 
Shaw, George and Josephine Galea, Laurie 
Xuereb, Joseph and angela Portelli and all 
whose anniversaries occur at this time. 

A social group for all Parishioners over 55 and 
Young at Heart. 

No joining fee, just come when you can. 

Fri 14 Dec: 9:15-11:00am St Clare’s Primary 
School - a visit with year 5/6 pupils to share our 
stories and to be entertained. Morning tea and 
transport provided. 

Sun 16 Dec: 12 noon Paulist Centre join the 
Seniors Christmas Lunch hosted by Couples For 
Christ Australia. 

For further information and reservations please 
phone Beatrice on 0403 683 374 or Violet on 
0430 122 815  

ST JAMES VINTAGE GROUP 

We thank you once again for your generous 
support to the Thanksgiving Program. 
Thanksgiving Receipts and 2019 Envelopes will 
be available next weekend 9th December from 
the Office Foyer. 

If you have fallen behind please try to bring your 
account up to date. 

Please note: All School Families will receive their 
envelopes at the start of the School Term next 
year. 

Receipts for Credit Card and Direct Debit 
Parishioners will be sent via email. 

If you are interested in joining the Thanksgiving 
Program to support the Parish, please see the 
Welcome Desk in the Narthex for more 
information and forms. 

THANKSGIVING RECEIPTS & ENVELOPES 

On Sat 10 Nov myself and 27 other men from 
our Parish got together for our Men’s Breakfast. 
Along with beacon, eggs and coffee we were 
blessed to have John Hendry, a former 
executive member of Geelong Grammar School, 
give us a presentation on quality relationships. 

John's talk focused on forgiveness, love, 
positiveness, meditation and the importance of 
rest, just to name a few. 

What really spoke to me was the power of 
forgiveness; holding onto resentments affects us 
and in order to heal we need to forgive others. 
The Monday after the men’s breakfast we had 
our Men’s Ministry Group and I found that 
everyone who participated in our discussion 
could relate to the differences between reacting 
or responding to somebody. Are we coming from 
a place of love or fear?  

What I really liked about John's talk was his 
focus on the mental, physical and spiritual 
aspects of our being; he went into detail but still 
kept it simple. John's talk also covered all the 
beatitudes in the Gospel; he presented them in a 
way that anyone from any culture or religious 
background could understand and appreciate.  

I would like to thank John for 
volunteering his time and 
efforts and would be pleased 
if Fr Jude and Peter would 
invite him again to speak 
further on this important 
topic of relationships. 

Anthony Buttigieg, SJMM Group Leader 

MEN’S MINISTRY BREAKFAST 

Ushers and car park attendants are needed to 
help with the smooth running of our Christmas 
Masses. If you are available to help out please 
leave your name on the volunteer sheets in the 
Church Narthex. New volunteers are welcome. 

USHER & CAR PARK ATTENDANTS  



 

Please remember to support our sponsors 

          BRIAN MARK 

R E A L  E S T A T E 

RESIDENTIAL SALES SPECIALIST 
  

Stephen Murphy 
4B Watton Street Werribee Victoria 3030 

Ph: 0402084613  All hours 
www.brianmark.com.au 

Paul 0400 419 419 

Licence: 42909 

All work guaranteed & insured 
All maintenance services 


