
 

 

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
23 September 2018 

Parish Office Hours: 
Mon—Fri 9:30am-2:30pm 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Priest: 

Fr Jude Pirotta mssp 

Telephone: 9748 6800 

email: 
hopperscrossingnorth@cam.org.au 

Assisting Priest: 

Fr Brendan Byrne SJ 

Parish Secretaries: 
Red Lusterio 

Tita Manalo 

Thanksgiving: 

Maria Saldana 

Parish Bookkeeper: 
Angel Hartanto 

Wed & Fri 9:30-2:30 

Parish Council President: 

Geralyn McCarthy 

Sacramental Co-Ord 

Other Schools: 
Rachelle Revell 

Ph: 0411 774 636 
hopperscrossingnorth.sacraments@cam.org.au 

Youth Ministry Co-ord: 

Red Lusterio 0409 184 299 

St James Primary School: 
Telephone: 9749 1000 
Principal: Mary Abbott 
principal@sjhcn.catholic.edu.au 

St Francis Primary School: 
Telephone: 9731 6004 
Principal: Michelle Gillett 
principal@sfatarneit.catholic.edu.au 

St Clare’s Primary School: 
Telephone: 9371 8400 
Principal: Andrew Leighton 
principal@sctruganina.catholic.edu.au 

Thomas Carr College: 
Telephone: 8734 2444 
Principal: Andrew Watson 

tcc@thomascarr.vic.edu.au 

Weekday Masses: 

Tues—Sat 9:00am 

1st Friday Monthly: 
Mass at 7:30pm 

Adoration at 8:00-9:00pm 

Reconciliation (Confession): 
Saturday: 9:30am-10:00am 

   5:00-5:30pm 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Contact Jacinta & John Fisher 

0438 793 630 
hopperscrossingnorth.baptism@cam.org.au 

Weddings: 
By appointment only 

9748 6800 
Weekend Masses: Saturday 6:00pm, Sunday 8:30am, 10:30am and 5:00pm 

336 Derrimut Rd, Hoppers Crossing North, 3029 

Under the Pastoral Care of the Paulist Missionaries 

www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au 

Dear Parishioners, Visitors to our parish, and Friends 

The Catholic Church in Australia has started on a journey of renewal. It is 
going to look at itself and the way it grows and checks whether it is being 
faithful to the good news of Jesus Christ and at the same time being relevant 
to our contemporary Australian culture in the 21st century. 

There is nothing new or original in this venture. It is exactly what the Church 
is meant to do to remain always faithful to its calling. This is, in a way, a 
continuation of the great mystery of the Incarnation: God who became 
human like us.  

The Letter to the Hebrews teaches us that ‘in the past God spoke to our 
ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of 
all things, and through whom also he made the universe.’ (1:1-2)  

Throughout the Old Testament God communicated to his people through the 
prophets and through many different ways. In the fullness of time he sent his 
Son to live among us; Jesus is the fullness of God’s communication with us. 
After Pentecost, through the Holy Spirit, God entrusted this mission to us, his 
Church, today’s People of God and Body of Christ. It is our duty to continue 
talking to the world around us and translating the good news in ways that 
can be understood and consumed by all. 

The Universal Church carries out this duty through the Ecumenical Councils, 
the Synods of bishops and the ministry of the pope. The Second Vatican 
Council has been the last council to speak officially in the name of the 
Church; since then there have been a number of synods on different topics 
and many papal documents, addressing different issues. 

The Church in Australia, through its bishops, is now asking us to do the 
same in our own country through the Plenary Council to be held in 2020. The 
last such council took place in Australia 80 years ago.  

The story of the Incarnation started with the Holy Spirit overshadowing the 
virgin Mary, giving birth to the Son of God. The Australian Plenary Council 
also starts with the Holy Spirit. The Church is asking us to pray, discern and 
listen to God’s voice today. God still speaks to us in a language we can 
understand, but we need to listen. (The word ‘listen’ is an anagram of the 
word ‘silent;’ to listen one has to be silent!) 

We are being asked to pray and reflect upon the question: ‘What do you 
think God is asking of us in Australia at this time?’ It is our duty now, each of 
us individually and as a group, to pray, be silent and listen. Next year on 
Tues 05 Feb 2019 at 7:00pm in the Church, we can let our voices be heard 
in this process. 

Fr Jude 

PLENARY COUNCIL 2020 



Thanksgiving:    $    4169.35 
Presbytery:         $    1029.65 
Flowers:        $        24.85 
Youth:           $        13.20 

COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND 

A social group for all Parishioners over 55 and 
Young at Heart. 

No joining fee, just come when you can. 

As usual we will be joining the Wyndham 
Senior's festival. This year's events are: 

Fri 05 Oct: 12pm Lunch (delicious 
roast) and Dance with the Royal Airforce Band 
at Encore Events Centre, 80 Derrimut Rd, 
Hoppers Crossing.  Cost  $15. 

Tues 23 Oct: 10.00am Walks in the historic 
Werribee Park (The Mansion grounds), K 
Road, Gate 5. Cost $5 light lunch included. 

For further information please phone Serita on 
0410 599 323. 

ST JAMES VINTAGE GROUP 

Please note that the old Parish email address 
is no longer being monitored.  Kindly send all 
emails to HoppersCrossingNorth@cam.org.au. 

ST JAMES PARISH EMAIL ADDRESS 

Joseph’s Corner is a non-profit support service 
to families living with alcohol and drug 
addiction.  Their invaluable service is offered to 
families mainly in the western suburbs.  To 
support their ongoing mission, they are hosting 
a Trivia Night Fundraiser on Sat 13 Oct.  
Details can be found on the Noticeboards in 
the Narthex. 

JOSEPH’S CORNER TRIVIA NIGHT 

The success of the Fete relies on the help of 
our Parishioners. If you are available to help 
with the Fete, please leave your name on the 
Helpers List in the Church Narthex. An 
indication of your support and availability now 
will greatly assist the Organising Committee. 
Regular helpers are also requested to 
complete the Form. 

Next weekend’s long weekend is a great 
opportunity to clean out the back room or shed 
and donate any sellable items to the fete. Or 
perhaps you could pot some cuttings for the 
plant stall. 

Books, toys and white elephant items that are 
resalable can be dropped off on the Presbytery 
Veranda from next weekend (Sat 29 Sept) 
(strictly no mattresses, electrical items, 
clothing or large furniture items).  

ST JAMES PARISH FETE—SAT 20 OCT GOSPEL REFLECTIONS 

Still cherishing hopes of sharing Jesus’ 
messianic glory understood in purely 
conventional terms, the disciples are fixated on 

sorting out which of them will be “the greatest”.  

To counter this false ambition, Jesus takes a 
child from the house and sets it in front of them 
all. Then putting his arms around the child, he 
makes an extraordinary statement of self-
identification: “Whoever welcomes one such 
child in my name welcomes me, and whoever 
welcomes me welcomes not me but the one 

who sent me”. 

To grasp the full force of this action, we have to 
put aside the idealisation of childhood that is 
actually rather recent in Western society. In the 
ancient world children were precious, no doubt, 
to their parents. But they had no social or civic 
status whatsoever; until adulthood children 

were nobodies.  

Thus for someone outside the family to 
“welcome” a child turns prevailing values 
upside down. It requires setting aside self-
importance and adult status, and simply 
meeting the child as an equal. That, says 
Jesus, is what the disciples must “practice”—
because in so doing they will be welcoming not 
only him but also the Father who stands behind 

his entire life and mission. 

Here is a profound revelation of God’s love. 
Jesus’ gesture of hugging the child in front of 
all shows more powerfully than words could 
express the preciousness to God of each and 
every human life, no matter how small, how 
insignificant. We are all—in our “littleness” 
rather than our achievement—in this moment 
hugged by God.   

Fr Brendan Byrne SJ 

Playgroup will resume on the Tues 16 Oct in 
Term 4. Please support our Playgroup by 
purchasing a Digital Copy of the Entertainment 
Book via the link below.  The cost is $70 plus 
booking fee of $0.88.  We need to sell one 
more of these memberships in order to receive 
our fundraising money. 

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/
orderbooks/9336k18 

PLAYGROUP FUNDRAISER 

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/9336k18
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/9336k18


READINGS FOR 
26TH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME 

1st Reading:   Nm 11:25-29 
Are you jealous on my account? Who decrees 
that all people may prophesy? 
 

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 18:8, 10, 12-14 
The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart. 
 

2nd Reading:   Jas 5:1-6 
Your wealth is rotting. 
 

Gospel:    Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 
Anyone who is not against us is for us.  If your 
hand should cause you to sin, cut it off. 

Let us pray and support those in our community 
who are sick.  We especially pray for Bruce 
Suares, Mike Eguia, Jorge Maranan Jnr, Michael 
Short, Michael Nash, Evelyn Soneja, Frank 
Camilleri, Maria De Brincat, Judith and Gabriella 
Leslie, Teodora Gundayao, Elizabeth Magnaye, 
Emmanuel Bernardo, Clementino Schirripa, 
Mario Ranada, Paula Richards, Margaret 
Iringan, Rachel Beagley and all those who are ill. 

PRAYER LIST 

RECENTLY DECEASED & ANNIVERSARIES 

Please pray for our loved ones whom we 
remember especially Edwin Mallillin, who passed 
away recently, Roger Antonio, Fred De Guzman, 
Mary Kerr, Maria Hauk, George Kozak, Rose 
Muscat, Rita Grech, Joan Gowler, Emy 
Saffarese, Gloria and Mathew Montebello, Jake 
Shaw and all whose anniversaries occur at this 
time. 

This year’s Major Raffle will be drawn at our 
Parish Fete on Sat 20 Oct.  All proceeds will 
remain in the Parish.  Tickets are $2 each and 
we encourage you to show your usual support 
and try to sell Raffle Books of 10 tickets to your 
friends, families and workmates. Raffle Books 
are available from the Narthex. 

This year the Raffle Prizes are: 

1st Prize:  $2000 Travel Voucher—Your 
choice of destination 
(donated by Philippine Tours, 9384 
1844) 

2nd Prize:  55” Smart TV (valued at $1000) 

3rd Prize:  $600 Bunnings Voucher  
(donated by Benlor Real Estates, 
9748 6333) 

4th Prize:  $500 Coles/Myer Voucher  
(donated by Thomas Carr College, 
Tarneit, 8734 2444) 

5th Prize:  $100 Fuel Voucher  
(donated by Sole Health Podiatry, 
9749 5755) 

ST JAMES ANNUAL PARISH RAFFLE 

If you are interested in using your gifts, talents 
and time to support and build up the community 
at St James Parish, we invite you to consider 
joining one of the Parish’s many ministries. 

Simply make contact with the Welcome Ministry 
in the Narthex of the Church to see what 
Ministries are at St James and contact the Parish 
Office on 9748 6800 during Office Hours (Mon-
Fri, 9:30am-2:30pm).   

Then attend the next Volunteers Induction 
Meeting which will be held on Wed 10 Oct at 
7:00pm in the Church.  Please note that new 
volunteers will need to attend a Volunteer 
Induction meeting (of which we run 
approximately two a year) prior to joining our 
rosters. 

VOLUNTEERING AT ST JAMES 

Daylight Savings will start on Sun 07 Oct at 
2:00am where we wind our clocks forward an 
hour.  Unlike previous years, the Sunday Night 
Mass will remain at 5:00pm. The Sunday 
Night Youth Group will also remain at the current 
time of 4:50pm-8:00pm. 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS 

Enrolments for Year 7 2020 onwards are now 
being accepted. Limited places available for 
Year 8 - 12, 2019. Book your open morning tour 
of the school today! Call 9363 1711 or visit 
www.mariansw.catholic.edu.au. 

MARIAN COLLEGE—SUNSHINE WEST 

Bookings are now open for 2019. Booking 
sheets  will be  available in the Narthex after 
each weekend Mass commencing this weekend 
23 Sept, if you would like to Book one of the 
statues. Bookings will run for the next 6 weeks. If 
you have any questions you can ring Glenn 
Goodfellow 0419 889 487. 

ROSARY STATUE ROSTER 

On Monday 17th Sept, the Missionary Society of 
St Paul remember and commemorate the 85th 
anniversary of death of their Founder, Joseph De 
Piro.  Let us keep the MSSPs, and the legacy of 
Joseph De Piro in our prayers. 

85TH ANNIVERSARY OF JOSEPH DE PIRO 

http://www.mariansw.catholic.edu.au


 

Please remember to support our sponsors 

          BRIAN MARK 

R E A L  E S T A T E 

RESIDENTIAL SALES SPECIALIST 
  

Stephen Murphy 
4B Watton Street Werribee Victoria 3030 

Ph: 0402084613  All hours 
www.brianmark.com.au 

Paul 0400 419 419 

Licence: 42909 

All work guaranteed & insured 
All maintenance services 


