This intentional living and being is what makes
immersion unique and life changing for the group
and communities alike.

MISSION 17

Salamat sa iyo ang lahat!
(Tagalog translation: Thank you to you all!)
“We gratefully respond, through our weaknesses
and strengths, by participating in the Spirit's
liberation and reconciliation of Humanity.” - MSSP
General Chapter 2000

Mission 17 at Mount Samat

Dear Parishioners and Friends of St James,
On the 3rd of January 2017, I accompanied 14 lay
missionaries for a Mission Immersion to our Paulist
houses in the Philippines. We were commissioned
at our weekend masses and supported by your
prayers, financial support and your good wishes on
social media as you followed our ministry.
An immersion dear friends is not just an ordinary
mission trip, inviting a group of people to serve
alongside Paulist communities, build authentic
relationships and living the local way. A Paulist
Mission Immersion challenges the group to put
themselves second, to be vulnerable and sometimes
uncomfortable for the sake of others.
When we live on someone else’s turf, the game
changes. It is no longer about us or what we came
to do. It’s about how we can join in, listening to
stories and serving in practical ways. We uphold the
dignity of others when we eat their food, walk their
roads, sing in their language, visit their homes, visit
the sick etc.. When we live this way, it is as if we
are saying, “we are all the same.”

Places halfway around the world start to feel like
home. Strangers become family. In the sharing of
our experience and the many debriefs these were
some of the feelings that emerged for Mission 17.
By the end of the trip we could witness the
transformation taking place. They were moving from
a group who barely knew each other into a
community of love, caring and supporting one
another. It was an awesome dynamic to observe.
A mission field of hope, love and the life changing
impact of cross- cultural relationships rooted in
Christ.
We were warmly welcomed by the MSSP priests
and seminarians and given an opportunity to share
in their ministry. After each experience whether
engaging with the squatters, assisting the sisters of
charity at the orphanage for children with disabilities,
feeding them and washing their clothes, celebrating
enriching and moving liturgies, visiting homes and
schools in Bataan at the Jose De Piro Formation
Centre, organising cooking classes and the many
activities for the children, our community of love
(Mission 17) found more of their purpose in this
world, understood their gifts and how to use them,
and most importantly to grow in their faith and love
for God’s Word and for God’s people.
This community of love showed signs of growth.
They were given opportunities to share where they
were at after each experience. This was truly a
graced moment and a privilege to participate in.
From these debriefing sessions what began to
emerge and surface was that Mission 17 who
responded to an invitation and came with an open
heart and an attitude of service, LOVE was the
greatest lesson of them all.
The Philippine experience taught them how to love
and view the world how Christ views it. To love their
neighbour even when it was hard, to love their group
even when differences occurred, to laugh and be
joyful, to trust their vulnerability, to put out into the
deep, to be bold and share a word of
encouragement.
May I thank you the Parishioners of St James, our
Schools, the Young Paulists, the Knights of the
Southern Cross, the Catholic Women’s League and
the Corazon Centre for your prayers and financial
support that assisted in the MSSP Mission 17
Immersion trip to the Philippines and in the Paulist
Missionaries’ many Education projects.
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Why Education matters – Education empowers.
The Jose De Piro Scholarship program helps
provide necessary education and mentorship for
children, teenagers and young adults who need a
“hand up” towards a better life that presents
opportunities that would otherwise be out of reach.
100% of donations towards our scholarship go
directly towards their education. If you wish to
support this project, donations can be made to
Missionary Society of St Paul (Philippine Mission)
through the Parish office.
Go gently,
Fr Jude Pirotta MSSP

better citizens through providing education and
assistance where it is most needed.
The donations and money raised went towards
the following MSSP activities, initiatives and
projects.
In 2005, Fr Joe Cremona, an MSSP priest, was
assigned to the parish of Pagalanggang in Bataan.
Other chapels that fall under the responsibility of the
MSSP are found in the villages of Tucop, St.
Catalina, San Simon and Batchawan. The MSSP
are also in charge of the needs of the people in
some other small villages; Arkongbato, Villa
Quintana, Kadenang Kristal and Lahar Village.

***
The Missionary Society of St. Paul has a very strong
vision of restoring humanity through God’s love and
endless guidance. The MSSP Priests, Brothers and
Lay Missionaries work selflessly and tirelessly to
ensure the wellbeing and care of the less fortunate
in our society. Assistance and help is being offered
here in Australia and internationally in the
Philippines, Peru and Pakistan.
On January 3rd 2017, Mission 17 left Melbourne
bound for the Philippines. Over the next 12 days,
they would embark on an enriching and life
changing experience to help the poor and
marginalised in both Manila and Bataan.

Mission 17 Workshop supplies: Mission 17 ran
the following workshops for the community: martial
arts, dance, how to make rosary beads, sports and
cooking workshop for local mums. Mission 17
interacted with children, youth and adults and
language was definitely not a barrier as everyone
participated and worked together as a group!
Your support went towards resources and supplies
used for these workshops as well as buying sports
equipment (boxing gloves and basketballs) for the
children in the community.

Mission 17 at San Simon Primary.
L-R: Principal of San Simon, Simon Beraldo, Geralyn
McCarthy, Marianne Arrerio, Anthony Muscatello, Taryn
Darlow, Asalemo Tofete, Phuong-Thanh Nguyen, Rhys
Williams, Rhea D’Souza, Diane Sia, Thomas Sia, Mia
Are, Trong-An Nguyen, Fr Jude Pirotta and Christopher
Swanney

Missionary projects have been activities and
initiatives established by the MSSP to offer people in
impoverished countries the opportunity to become

Local Mums learning how to cook a Chicken Parma
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Construction of the of the San Simon computer lab

Asalemo helping the children during the rosary beads
workshop

Boxing with Chris during the sports workshop

School supplies for the local primary schools in
Batiawan and Bataan: In Batiawan, an afternoon
was spent with the children at NFA (Community
Learning Hut) where Mission 17 read stories and
played games. Mission 17 also spent a morning at
the Batiawan Primary School. A donation of books,
posters, stationary (pencils and textas) and picture
storybooks was given to the Batiawan Primary
School and stationary and picture books was given
to NFA on behalf of the Grade 4 students at St
James the Apostle Primary.

Romejake and Taryn giving the Principal of Batiawan
Primary school supplies

Mission 17 visited San Simon Primary School in San
Simon, Dinalupihan, Bataan. The money raised
went towards teacher supplies (rulers and paper),
teaching tools (paint and posters) and student
resources (picture story books and stationary). Steel
was also purchased from the donations and it will be
used for the San Simon Primary computer lab.
Children at NFA, Batiawan
3
Copyright © 2017 St James the Apostle (Hoppers Crossing Nth, Victoria, Australia) & Missionary Society of St Paul (Australia)
Article by: S. Mallillin and T. Darlow

of specialisation. During 2010, together with World
Vision, MSSP offered courses in agriculture, such as
organic farming and pig farming that led the
students to obtain approved certification.
In the future, Fr Joe hopes to offer courses in the
following trades: Hairdressing, Beauty, Massage
therapy,
Domestic
and
industrial
electrical
installation and Welding.

Primary school supplies donated to San Simon Primary
by the Grade 4 students at St James the Apostle Primary
L-R: Taryn, Principal of San Simon Primary, Marianne,
Simone, Rhea, Diane and Anthony

Our support has made the possibility of this dream a
step closer to reaching its reality!
Instruments and student tuition fees for
Students of the Jose Depiro Kabataan Orkestra:
The main activity of Jose Depiro Educational Centre
is based upon the instruction of music theory and
practice in various musical instruments. Music tuition
is in great demand, and such tuition can also help
young people in benefiting from sponsorship of their
studies in the future. Tuition in music, both on an
individual and group basis, has been on offer since
2007.
The children and young people come every day at
Jose Depiro Formation Centre to either learn music
theory or practice a musical instrument. For the
coming year various musical concerts and
performances are planned to take place.

Construction of the computer lab at San Simon Primary

Jose De Piro Formation Centre – Education
Centre Project: Pagalanggang and its villages
nearby make up a rural area, heavily dependent on
agricultural activities. However, unfavourable
weather conditions make it difficult to earn a decent
living. The Education Centre will be used to educate
the local children whose families can’t afford to send
them to school.
We thank St Francis of Assisi Catholic Primary
School and Thomas Carr College Tarneit whose
generosity has provided these chidlren with a safe
learning environment where Fr Joe can hire a tutor
to assist these children with their education and
learning needs.
Vocational skills training program: Different
trades can help in providing people with useful skills
and later help them find employment, both locally
and abroad. In 2013-14, the MSSP organised
courses in domestic and industrial electrical
installation. The certification of all courses was
organized in cooperation with the national board of
certification (TESDA) to issue the appropriate
licenses. Soon after the courses finished, several
students were successful in finding jobs in this area

Maryanne with one of Fr. Joe’s talented music students
who is learning to play the violin

The Jose Depiro Kabataan Orkestra
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Child sponsorships: The effects of poverty can be
very destructive not only to the greater society but
also to the human heart and spirit. The MSSP
House and the International House of Formation
look after the families and children of 13th Street in
New Manila, Quezon City.
This community is also a squatters village that is
less than 20 meters away from the MSSP House
and the International House of Formation. These
children and their families are known to the MSSP
and mass is celebrated once every month for them.
Our support assists the sponsorship of these
children for the education and learning needs. This
provides the community with hope and belief that
improving their futures is possible even when the
odds may be against them.
Christmas celebrations for the 13th Street
Children: Every year, the MSSP also organise a
Christmas party for the children of 13th Street. As the
children come from poor and disadvantaged
families, often these families live on the bare
necessities everyday. Therefore these families often
can’t afford Christmas presents for their children.
Again the money raised will be used for the 2017
Christmas celebrations. The celebrations consist of
a mass, games, music and entertainment for about
100 children from this squatters village. Lunch and a
gift of school supplies is given to each child.

They also would like to thank you for your financial
support which assists them in reaching their goal.

Dear Friends,
A word of thanks to the parishioners of St James…
God continues to surprise us in every encounter we
have with him in nature, in the events of our daily life
and in the people whom we meet.
The MSSP community here in Manila Philippines
had the opportunity to host once more a group of
young men and women for their mission experience.
Mission 17 was another wonderful gift for the MSSP
here. Seeing the enthusiasm, the readiness to
serve and learn, as well as the generosity of our
friends of mission 17 while they were here, is indeed
a beautiful encounter with God in each one.
We are very grateful as a receiving community for
the time, energy, learning and resources you shared
with our people here. I would like to thank the whole
parish community of St James for helping Mission
17 with their prayers, encouragement, and financial
support.
On behalf of my MSSP brothers and the people we
minister to here I say thank you from the depth of
our hearts. And we hope that this experience may
continue to resound in our lives as an echo of God’s
voice telling us how much he cares for us.
May God bless you all,
Fr Hector MSSP
Philippines

and

the

MSSP

community

th

The children of 13 Street, New Manila, Quezon City
MSSP International House of Formation for
Seminarians: We are truly blessed to have 12 MSSP

Seminarians in training from 5 countries
(Philippines, Peru, Pakistan, Malta and Vietnam) in
our International House of Formation in Manila.
We ask that you keep them in your prayers as they
journey towards their missionary priesthood.

Smiles as Mission 17 visit NFA in Batiawan
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Dear Friends and Parishioners of St James,
We were blessed to have hosted the Mission 17
immersion team that visited St Catherine, a parish in
Bataan under the Pastoral Care of the Paulist
Missionaries in early January and assisted us in
ministering to the local people. Through their
passion, enthusiasm and hard work, they were able
to be living witnesses to the local community of
God’s great generosity.
I wish to take this opportunity to thank them and
also, you the parishioners of St James the Apostle
Parish, the schools within the parish who support
our ministry, the Young Paulists, the Knights of the
Southern Cross, the Catholic Women’s League, the
Corazon Centre, and all our friends and benefactors
without whose prayers and financial support we
could not function.

Donation of learning and teaching resources to Batiawan
Primary School
L-R: Mia, Asalemo, Rhys, Phuong-Thanh, Trong-An,
Principal of Batiawan Primary School, Diane, Geralyn and
Taryn

Along with our many projects, our Centre is also
recognised for the many ways in which we support
the local families through courses in agriculture,
small business management, electrical and other
technical programs, and leadership seminars. These
are of particular assistance to out-of-school youth
and unemployed parents.
The Department of Education has invited us to erect
a new building at our centre for the continuation of
technical programs, which commenced when
Mission 17 were with us. I will communicate to you
later in the year of the progress that your support
offers to these and the other projects we offer.
Finally, I would again like to thank you for your
ongoing support and for journeying with us in all our
endeavours.
God bless you,
Fr Jose Cremona MSSP
Jose De Piro Formation Centre
***
On behalf of Mission 17, we (Sheryn and Taryn)
would like to thank you all again for the generous
donations, messages of well wishes and prayers.
We apprecaite your contributions and can only
affirm, not only your support for Mission 17 and the
Missionary Society of St Paul but in also helping the
poor and marginalised in our world.
With gratitude and yours in mission,
Sheryn Mallillin (MSSP Mission Liaison Coordinator)
Taryn Darlow (Mission 17 Coordinator)
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