
 

 

Palm Sunday 
05 April 2020 

Parish Office Hours: 
Mon—Fri 9:30am-2:30pm 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Priest: 
Fr Jude Pirotta mssp 
Telephone: 9401 6367 
email: 
hopperscrossingnorth@cam.org.au 

Assistant Priest: 
Fr Silvio Bezzina mssp 

Assisting Priest: 
Fr Brendan Byrne sj 

Deacon: 
Dcn Royden Dsouza 

Parish Council President: 
Geralyn McCarthy 

Parish Secretaries: 
Red Lusterio 
Tita Manalo 

Thanksgiving: 
Maria Saldana 

Parish Bookkeeper: 
Angel Hartanto 
Wed & Fri 9:30-2:30 

Sacramental Co-Ord 
Other Schools: 
Wendy Gonsalves 
hopperscrossingnorth.sacraments@cam.org.au 

Youth Ministry Co-ord: 
Red Lusterio 0409 184 299 

St James Primary School: 
Telephone: 9749 1000 
Principal: Mary Abbott 
principal@sjhcn.catholic.edu.au 

St Francis Primary School: 
Telephone: 9749 9900 
Principal: Michelle Gillett 
principal@sfatarneit.catholic.edu.au 

St Clare’s Primary School: 
Telephone: 9371 8400 
Principal: Andrew Leighton 
principal@sctruganina.catholic.edu.au 

Thomas Carr College: 
Telephone: 8734 2444 
Principal: Craig Holmes 
tcc@thomascarr.vic.edu.au 

Weekday Masses: 
Tues—Sat 9:00am 

1st Friday Monthly: 
Mass at 7:30pm 
Adoration at 8:00-9:00pm 

Reconciliation (Confession): 
Saturday: 9:30am-10:00am 
   5:00-5:30pm 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Contact Jacinta & John Fisher 

0438 793 630 
hopperscrossingnorth.baptism@cam.org.au 

Weddings: 
By appointment only 
9401 6367 

Weekend Mass: Online on Sun 10:30am (www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au) 

336 Derrimut Rd, Hoppers Crossing North, 3029 

Under the Pastoral Care of the Paulist Missionaries 

www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au 

Dear Parish Family, friends and visitors of St James, 

It feels that we have been invited into the desert this Lent as we 
journey with each other through this pandemic.  As your pastors, Fr 
Silvio, Dcn Royden and I have continued to remember you all, 
particularly at Sunday Mass which we celebrate privately, 
remembering your needs and intentions.  We will continue to 
respond to urgent calls in critical circumstances. 

These are unprecedented and uncertain times, but not a time for 
irrational panic or paralysing fear, just a time to take sensible precautions to isolate 
ourselves from others following the recommendations of the health professionals 
advising the government and the church, of which you and I constitute the vast 
majority of the people of God. 

Pope Francis in his recent meditation on the 27th of March shared “Thick darkness 
has gathered over our cities and streets; it has taken over our lives, filling 
everything with a deafening silence and a distressing void that stops everything as 
it passes by.  We feel it in the air, we notice it in people’s gestures, their glances 
give them away.” 

The Pope continued “We find ourselves afraid and lost, however the pandemic 
storm has made most people realise that we are on the same boat, all of us fragile 
and disorientated, and it has shown how each person has a contribution to make, at 
least in comforting each other.” 

Pope Francis reminded us that the Holy Spirit can use the pandemic to redeem, 
value and demonstrate how our lives are woven together and sustained by ordinary 
people – often forgotten people – who do not appear in newspapers and magazine 
headlines but are serving others and making life possible during the pandemic.   

The Pope listed “Doctors, nurses, supermarket employees, cleaners, care givers, 
providers of transport, law and order forces, volunteers, priests, religious men and 
women and so very many others who have understood that no one reaches 
salvation by themselves.”  I see this demonstrated in our own Parish community 
through our Parish Staff, St James St Vincent de Paul Conference, young people 
and other Parishioners inquiring how they can be of assistance, the RCIA Team, 
those who prepared the recorded liturgies and environment, the community’s care 
and concern for Fr Silvio and I, the many people praying and interceding for the 
good of all, and the many volunteers that are assisting to reach out to those in need 
following the new directives of Stage 3 the best way they can.  

For grandparents, I appreciate it is a difficult time for you all, because the 
recommendations are to keep isolated from your lovely grandchildren, for your 
sakes and for theirs as well.  I do have friends who have said they find this painfully 
difficult, but at the same time they’ve never received so much attention and 
communication from their own children and grandchildren.  Social media certainly 
has its benefits if put to proper use. 

Let’s continue to keep each other in our prayers and thoughts and try to be positive 
despite the undeniable anxiety we feel. 

Warmest wishes to you all, and your families and friends.  We can still keep in 
touch at a distance. 

God bless you, go gently and safely, 

Fr Jude Pirotta mssp, Parish Priest 

LETTER FROM FR JUDE 



Let us pray and support those in our 
community who are sick. We especially pray 
for Marie Zammit, Jack McKittrick, Eugene 
Kotula, Marlene Baatjies, Avis Fernandez, K.M. 
Boyson, Liz Kalkbrenner, Anne Tejido 
Ekaterina Abdelahad and Nadia Manadili, D. 
and Ema Camilleri, Kerrie Boyson, Meleane 
Ahomana, K. and A. Camilleri, Linda Noronha, 
Celia Pineda, C.Camilleri, Mario Ranada, 
Marcelo Arenas, Arn Raj, Sheillamar Cuetera, 
Dean Kharitou, Zenaida Porciuncula, Azucena 
Magcalas, Emmanuel Bernardo, Manuel G. 
Martinez Jnr, Michael Xue, Robert Azzopardi, 
Corey Cauchi, Teodora Gundayao,  Emerita 
Sagovia, Ann Maree Daly, Connie Micallef, 
Paul Cutajar, Juanito Osumo, Mary Ulep 
Guerzon, Tchiapke Joel, Jorge Maranan Jnr, 
Evelyn Soneja, Maria De Brincat, Elizabeth 
Magnaye, Mario Ranada, Paula Richards and 
all those who are ill. 

PRAYER LIST 

RECENTLY DECEASED & ANNIVERSARIES 

Please pray for our loved ones whom we 
remember especially Matthew Abela who 
passed away recently, Alphonse Sultana and 
all whose anniversaries occur at this time. 

Thank you to the continued generosity of 
Parishioners who together supported the 
Church Extensions to a total of $225 this week. 

THANK YOU 

As part of all the changes at the Parish, please 
take note of the new phone number for the 
Parish:  

New Phone Number: 9401 6367 

NEW PARISH PHONE NUMBER 

To keep yourself connected to the Parish and its prayer life during the lead up to Easter, consider 
taking part in any of the following. Unless otherwise stated, you can find these pages on the 
Parish Website under ‘Mass Online’ (stjamesapostlehcn.com.au/?page_id=5897) 

 Live Streamed Daily Mass at 9:00am until Wed 08 Apr via our Public Facebook page (you 
don’t need a personal Facebook account to view this page) at www.facebook.com/
stjamesapostlehcn/  

 Way of the Cross reflection available on Mass Online 

 Sign up to the Parish Bulletin at stjamesapostlehcn.com.au/?page_id=537  

 Holy Week at Home Prayer Resources at stjamesapostlehcn.com.au/?page_id=5969  

 Palm Sunday pre-recorded Mass available on Sun 05 Apr at 10:30am at Mass Online 

 Holy Thursday pre-recorded Mass of the Lord’s Supper available on Thurs 09 Apr at 
7:30pm at Mass Online 

 Good Friday Stations of the Cross available on Fri 10 Apr at 10:00am at Mass Online 

 Good Friday pre-recorded Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion available on Fri 10 Apr at 3:00pm 
at Mass Online 

 Easter Vigil pre-recorded Mass available on Sat 11 Apr at 7:30pm at Mass Online 

 Easter Triduum Homilies available after each celebration of the Mass. 

 Easter Sunday Message by Fr Jude available on Sun 12 Apr at 10:30am at Mass Online 

HOLY WEEK RESOURCES—JOURNEY TOWARDS EASTER THIS WEEK 

To keep yourself updated with Parish news you 
can visit: 

Parish website: stjamesapostlehcn.com.au 
Facebook: facebook.com/stjamesapostlehcn/ 

You can update your Census Email address by 
emailing hopperscrossingnorth@cam.org.au to 
receive more communications. 

ST JAMES UPDATES: KEEPING INFORMED 

Thanksgiving:    $      405.00 
Presbytery:         $      445.00 

COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND 

If you are a parent, student, teacher, parish 
representative or individual wondering how to 
stay involved with Project Compassion 2020, 
and would like some education resources, 
advice on how to fundraise for us, or simply 
some fun activities to use at home, you can 
access new and existing resources at 
www.caritas.org.au/learn/for-parishes. They 
are free! 

The dedicated team at Caritas Australia are 
working hard to create extra resources for a 
home-based audience. More free resources 
will be available in the coming days and 
weeks.  
 
If there's anything further we can do to 
help teachers or parents at this time, we'd love 
to hear from you on education@caritas.org.au.  

CARITAS—PROJECT COMPASSION 



St Matthew’s account of Jesus’ suffering and 
death is haunted by the theme of guilt at the 
shedding of innocent blood. 

Most prominent in this respect is the figure of 
Judas. We learn not only of his betrayal of Jesus 
but also of his subsequent remorse and futile 
attempt to rid himself of guilt by getting the chief 
priests to take back the blood money. Tragically, 
he does not seem to have believed that, like 
Peter, he would have found forgiveness and a 
fresh start with Jesus—so, unable to forgive 
himself, he takes his own life. 

Next, Pilate, warned by his wife to have nothing 
to do with ‘that innocent man’, washes his hands 
before the crowd, in a futile attempt to evade 
responsibility.  

Finally, urged on by their leaders, the people as 
a whole answer, ‘His blood be upon us and upon 
our children’. This cry, so devastating in its 
consequences down the centuries, in no sense 
means that Jewish people as a whole and for all 
time incur responsibility for Jesus’ death. For 
Matthew it explains the destruction of Jerusalem 
by the Romans in 70 CE, in the sense that the 
next generation (‘our children’) will bear the 
consequences of shedding Jesus’ blood.  

But all this evil—betrayal, miscarriage of justice, 
shedding of innocent blood—is gathered up and 
overcome by the divine love that is the true 
meaning of Jesus’ death. Even as he dies there 
is already a hint of love’s victory as the 
earthquake and opening of tombs foreshadows 
the resurrection.  

GOSPEL REFLECTION BY FR BRENDAN BYRNE SJ 

SUPPORTING AND CONTRIBUTING TO ST JAMES PARISH 

Dear St James Parishioners,  

In light of the COVID-19 crisis developing everywhere, we are all dealing with these changing and 
unsettling circumstances day by day. We are very much with you at this time. As you are aware the 
Bishops of Victoria have determined immediate suspension of public liturgies and celebrations of 
mass until further notice. Since then we have been approached by several parishioners concerned 
about how we can continue our commitment to the weekly contribution (1st collection - Thanksgiving 
contribution to support operational running costs of the Parish, including the recent extensive 2.4 
million dollar loan for the second stage of our project of the church extension; and supporting our 2 
priests through the 2nd collection).  

 There are options available to make your contributions: 

     1/ You can drop off your Thanksgiving envelope at the Parish Office during business hours: 
Monday – Friday 9.30am to 2.30pm. Alternatively, you can drop it off at the After-Hours Drop 
Off Chute outside, next to the Parish Office Entrance under the window.  

     2/ Thanksgiving donation can also be made through an Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT) 
directly to our Church bank account. 

 Account Name: St James the Apostle Parish 
BSB: 083-347 
Account Number: 646205822 
Please use your Thanksgiving Envelope number and your surname so we can attribute your 
donation correctly (Example: if your Thanksgiving Envelope number is 123 and surname is 
Smith, use the reference “123-Smith”) 

     3/ For Presbytery donation, you can transfer directly to our MSSP Hoppers Crossing North 
bank account. 

 Account Name: Missionary Society of St Paul 
BSB: 083-153 
Account Number.: 869470113 
Please use the reference “Presby-[your surname]“ so we can attribute your donation correctly
(Example: Presby-Smith) 

     4/ For any parishioner who wishes to make a donation to the current Church Extension Project, 
please make your contribution either through EFT to our Church bank account (as mentioned 
above) or a credit card transaction (please contact the Parish Office for more information).  

 To attribute your donation correctly, please use the reference “[your surname]-ChExt” 
(Example: Smith-ChExt) 

Please feel free to contact the Parish Office Staff at 9401 6367 should you need assistance or have 
further question in regards to your contribution or future donation.  Thank you for your ongoing 
support and encouragement of each other during this time. Keep safe everyone. Take care and God 
bless.         Yours Sincerely, Angel Hartanto, Parish Bookkeeper 



 

Please remember to support our sponsors 


