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Dear Fr Jude and Fr Joe,  

A sincere thank you for the recent experience of being able to 

host 2 of the members of the Jose De Piro Orchestra. I know it 

was a mammoth effort to organise and get everything arranged 

but you did it and what a wonderful experience it was for us. 

A few days before the orchestra members arrived I was having 

some trepidation about what I had volunteered for. I had put my 

hand up to have 2 strangers stay at our house for 10 days. I was 

not sure if I’d be able to communicate with them; I had no idea what to feed them; would 

they feel comfortable enough staying with us; what if they were terribly homesick; how 

would I keep them entertained for the time they were staying with us? 

As soon as the orchestra members walked into the Paulist Centre and we met them, my 

fears disappeared. Aaron and John were introduced to us, the other orchestra members were 

very keen to be part of the St James group and mostly the communication was very easy. I 

was very pleased to find that both boys spoke English well enough to understand us and 

make us understand them. They were both great people to have around, very eager to be 

fitting in with us and whatever was happening. They expressed their gratitude for 

everything we did for them and were so polite and respectful the whole time. Aaron and 

John, along with the other members of the orchestra were so receptive of having us 

involved in their lives, albeit for short stints and only over 10 days, that it was easy to 

engage and connect with them.  

Our family feel that we have been so enriched by having these amazing people stay with us 

and we have been very privileged to have had this experience. We look forward to 

continuing a connection with the members of this group. I have to say that I think we have 

gotten so much more from this visit than we could have possibly given and we are truly 

blessed to have been a part of this experience. 

The only negative from this homestay experience 

would be that we did not have enough time with 

them, so maybe we can plan to try and catch up 

another time in the future. 

Kind regards, 

Claire Kemp 

 

We wish to thank all the host families for their 

welcome, hospitality and support that they gave 

to the Bataan Orchestra. 

In giving to the Orchestra, we too have been 

enriched.  Here are some reflections of those who 

opened their homes and their hearts to the Youth 

Orchestra members: 
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At first I was a little frightened for the children - as in, for them, the new environment, 

culture, climate, living with people they've never known before.  I was wondering how 

they would cope.  But they proved me wrong!  The very first night they showed signs of 

acceptance and being comfortable.  I felt as though this was home for them.  They are 

everything a parent could ever wish to have - polite, gentle, helpful, grateful, loving and 

adorable.  I know they miss us very much as so do we.  We have promised to be in touch 

as regularly as possible to maintain the bonding we have started. 

To Fr Jude - Thank you for giving my family this great opportunity.  It was the most 

beautiful and satisfying experience.  God Bless! 

To Fr Joe - Hats off!!  I commend your perseverance and patience in helping these beautiful young 

children.  May Jesus Christ and Our Blessed Mother and all the 

angels and saints continue to help you accomplish your mission. 

Thanks everyone! 

Regards, 

Loreen 

 

Dear Fr Jude and Fr Joe, 

A big heartfelt gratitude for our recent experience as a host family for the 

Jose De Piro Kabataan Orchestra. I was really surprised when I heard from 

my mom that we're going to do this and I got really excited. At that time I 

had so many questions: How old were they? Will we have boys or girls? 

Can I communicate with them? What instruments do they play? At that 

time my mom could only give me one answer, which was that she requested 

to have girls as I'm the only child in my family :) 

I didn't go to the Paulist Centre to pick them up. I was so anxious while waiting for them to arrive at home. 

I wondered what it’ll be like to have company that were similar ages under the same roof. Once they 

stepped into the house they were so excited and quickly embraced me. We introduced each other. Their 

names were Angelica and Abegail. We then started to have long conversations. It came to my surprise that 

we could connect so easily, but at the same time I wasn’t surprised since we’re all musicians :) Even on 

that first night, Abegail and I shared our music pieces and we just sightread and played the next day.  

Abegail and Angelica are two great friends to hang out with. Just with a 

short stay of 10 days, we felt that we are like a family, I felt that I have 2 

older sisters which I’m really grateful. Often we had combined activities 

with Loreen Dyer, another host family. Her daughter, Narelle and other 

orchestra members, Mikaela and Michelle, who stayed with them. They 

came to my house and we had some fun, had a jog in the morning, played 

games, watched movies, took the train into the city, and even practiced 

music for the surprise during farewell 

dinner. I enjoyed every moment we spent 

together. 

For me, this is truly a humbling experience which God let me encounter. I 

learn a lot from them where I normally take things for granted. My life has 

been enriched in so many ways. I really hope our friendship can go along 

way and I will definitely treasure this forever. I hope one day I could also 

go for a Mission Immersion trip to Bataan. I wish everyone in the Jose De 

Piro Kabataan Orchestra all the very best. Believe in yourself and have faith 

in your ability. You are all talented musicians. 

To Fr Joe, thank you so much for all your hard work and helping them to discover their gifts and talents. 

I’m really grateful for being able to witness their talents. May God bless you always.  

Caitlin  


