
 

 

4th Sunday of Lent 
31 March 2019 

Parish Office Hours: 
Mon—Fri 9:30am-2:30pm 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Priest: 

Fr Jude Pirotta mssp 
Telephone: 9748 6800 

email: 
hopperscrossingnorth@cam.org.au 

Assisting Priest: 

Fr Brendan Byrne sj 

Deacon: 

Dcn Royden Dsouza 

Parish Council President: 

Geralyn McCarthy 

Parish Secretaries: 
Red Lusterio 

Tita Manalo 

Thanksgiving: 

Maria Saldana 

Parish Bookkeeper: 
Angel Hartanto 

Wed & Fri 9:30-2:30 

Sacramental Co-Ord 

Other Schools: 
Rachelle Revell 
Ph: 0411 774 636 
hopperscrossingnorth.sacraments@cam.org.au 

Youth Ministry Co-ord: 

Red Lusterio 0409 184 299 

St James Primary School: 
Telephone: 9749 1000 
Principal: Mary Abbott 
principal@sjhcn.catholic.edu.au 

St Francis Primary School: 

Telephone: 9731 6004 
Principal: Michelle Gillett 
principal@sfatarneit.catholic.edu.au 

St Clare’s Primary School: 
Telephone: 9371 8400 
Principal: Andrew Leighton 
principal@sctruganina.catholic.edu.au 

Thomas Carr College: 
Telephone: 8734 2444 

Principal: Craig Holmes 

tcc@thomascarr.vic.edu.au 

Weekday Masses: 

Tues—Sat 9:00am 

1st Friday Monthly: 
Mass at 7:30pm 

Adoration at 8:00-9:00pm 

Reconciliation (Confession): 
Saturday: 9:30am-10:00am 

   5:00-5:30pm 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Contact Jacinta & John Fisher 

0438 793 630 
hopperscrossingnorth.baptism@cam.org.au 

Weddings: 
By appointment only 

9748 6800 
Weekend Masses: Saturday 6:00pm, Sunday 8:30am, 10:30am and 5:00pm 

336 Derrimut Rd, Hoppers Crossing North, 3029 

Under the Pastoral Care of the Paulist Missionaries 

www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au 

Thank you to the parishioner who donated $500 towards the Church Building 
Extensions. 

Thank you to the Couples for Christ Australia for their donation of $750 
towards the Church Building Extensions. 

Thank you to the parishioners who donated the 2nd prize to the Parish Raffle 
to the value of $1000. 

Thank you to the parishioners who donated towards the cost of printing the 
Parish Raffle Tickets. 

THANK YOU 

Every year, our Easter celebrations get larger and more meaningful. This 
year we are seeking help to ensure that our celebrations continue to engage 
and move everyone who attends. 

Palms and Olive Branches: In preparation for Palm Sunday, we would 
welcome all donations of Palm, Pine and Olive branches to be left under the 
veranda of the Parish House between Wed 10 Apr—Fri 12 Apr.  These will 
be used in the morning of Sat 13 Apr to prepare our liturgical spaces. 

Easter Triduum Rehearsals: For those involved in the Liturgies during 
the Triduum (including Readers, Special Ministers of Communion, those 
getting their feet washed, candle bearers, those to be commissioned, Ushers 
and Car Park Attendants) there is a Rehearsal on Tues 16 April in the 
Paulist Centre. Holy Thursday Rehearsal from 6:30pm-7:30pm, Good 
Friday Rehearsal from 7:30pm-8:00pm and Easter Vigil Rehearsal from 
8:00pm-9:00pm. Please arrive 5 mins before your scheduled start. RCIA 
Candidates’ rehearsal is on Fri 12 Apr at 7:00pm. 

Ushers and Carpark Attendants:  The Hospitality Ministry needs help 
with ushering and car parking for Palm Sunday and all the Easter 
celebrations for their smooth running. If you are able to help please leave 
your details on the sheet in the Narthex. 

Project Compassion: Project Compassion Boxes can start being 
returned between Palm Sunday (13/14 Apr) & Holy Thursday (Thurs 18 Apr). 

EASTER CELEBRATIONS 

The YPs are holding their annual Easter Fundraiser, with the sale of Easter 
Fruit Loaves. The 600g Fruit Loaves will be baked and packaged by the 
YP Team at Eiffel Tower Bakery in Tullamarine. The loaves will be available 
for purchase for $5 each and on Palm Sunday Weekend (Saturday 13th and 
Sunday 14h April) at all masses. There will be no preorders, only on the day 
sales.  All profits raised will go towards supporting the ongoing work of the 
Young Paulists.  Stock is limited, so get in fast to avoid missing out! 

YOUNG PAULISTS 



Thanksgiving:    $    4459.35 
Presbytery:         $    1059.95 
Flowers:        $        26.05 
Youth:           $          4.80 

COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND 

GOSPEL REFLECTIONS 

Jesus tells the parable of the Lost Son as a 
defence against criticism of the welcome he 
gives 'tax collectors (social outcasts) and 
sinners' and his 'eating with them' - that is, his 
festive celebration with them of the mercy of 
God. 

The parable powerfully depicts the 
dehumanisation of a young man who had 
callously requested his inheritance from his 
father and who subsequently squanders it. 
Reduced to wanting to eat what pigs eat – what 
could be worse for a Jew? – the young man 
“comes to his senses”. This may be a painful 
moment of growth in self-knowledge. It does 
not, however, represent much of a conversion: 
he remains calculating: “I can't go back as a 
son. But at least if I get in as a servant, I'll be 
clothed and fed”.  

On his return, his father does not let him finish 
his prepared speech about coming back as a 
servant. Instead, overcome with compassion, 
he welcomes the boy and orders a big family 
celebration. Why? Because the son who was 
dead has come back to life; the lost one has 
been found. 

The hostile reaction of the older brother is a 
key focus and challenge of the parable. We 
never in fact learn whether he goes in and 
shares in the music and dancing or whether he 
remains outside, locked in anger and 
resentment. 

The parable seems to describe two kinds of 
sinfulness—and to suggest that one is much 
easier for God to deal with than the other? Is 
there perhaps a bit of both kinds in me? 

Fr Brendan Byrne SJ 

To view job advertisements for positions 
around the Archdiocese of Melbourne, visit the 
Noticeboards in the Narthex. 

JOB POSITIONS AVAILABLE 

For all those who had indicated they were 
interested in potentially being a Host Family for 
the members of the Joseph de Piro Orchestra 
from the Philippines, there is an Information 
Session this Tues 02 Apr at 7:00pm in the 
Church about being a Host Family. 

HOMESTAY 

Daylight Savings ends next weekend on Sun 
07 Apr, where we wind our clocks backwards 
an hour.  Please note that unlike previous 
years, the Sun Night Mass will remain at the 
same time of 5:00pm. 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS 

LENTEN RETREAT 

Lenten retreat continues on April 4 from 7 to 8 
pm conducted by Deacons Royden Dsouza 
and Charles English at St Peter Apostle 
Mission Parish 38 Guinane Rd, Hoppers 
Crossing. These consist of teachings, short 
films, music, reflections on key parables from 
the Gospel’s of Luke to increase our faith and 
build a stronger relationship with Jesus during 
this Lenten Period. There will also be 
Eucharistic Adoration, Solemn Prayer and 
Confessions. On April 4 we will reflect on the 
parable of The Good Samaritan. Enquiries call 
Deacon Royden on 0426 071 375 

Keep Watch With Me is an overnight vigil with 
the Lord in Adoration from 9:30pm on Holy 
Thursday until 7:30am on Good Friday.  If you 
belong to a Parish Ministry, please wait for your 
Coordinator to organize a time for your group.  
Individuals not part of ministries are able to 
mark down their availabilities on the sheet 
provided in the Narthex. 

KEEP WATCH WITH ME 

BIBLE STUDY 

Combined St Peters & St James Hoppers 
Crossing parishes Bible Study program 
continues on Tuesday April 2  2019 from 7 pm 
to 9 pm in the Theaterette at St Peter Apostle 
Mission Parish 38 Guinane Ave, Hoppers 
Crossing. The session will be conducted by 
Clive Gonsalves. We are currently at the 
Gospel of Mark Ch 2 Come and experience an 
interactive bible study program with short films, 
reflections and discussions. Enquiries Royden 
0426 071 375. 

Altar Servers for Easter Sunday (Sun 18 Apr) 
Dawn Mass (6:00am), 8:30am and 10:30am 
Masses required.  Please nominate on the 
sheet in the Narthex if you are able to assist. 

ALTAR SERVERS FOR EASTER SUNDAY 

The Carpenter’s Club will be meeting on the 
second weekend of Apr on Sat 13 Apr instead 
of their regular time to set up for Palm Sunday. 

CARPENTER’S CLUB 



ROSTERS FOR THE WEEKEND 06/07 APR 

MASS TIMES SAT 6:00 PM SUN 8:30 AM SUN 10:30 AM SUN 5:00 PM 

LECTOR Clive Gonsalves Margaret Mangani Michael Are Jess Gleeson 

COMMENTATOR Carmen Sacco Crystal Suares Lee Revell Sonia Ryall 

SPECIAL 
MINISTERS OF 
COMMUNION 

Jenny Fenech 
Bianca Gomez 
Fiona Weedon 
Jose Lovell Tomo 
Elizabeth Strunk 

Jacinta Fisher 
John Fisher 
Irene O’Shannassy 
Maria Golia 
Dominic Golia

Angela Are 
Anthony Landells 
Caterina Papavero 
Ron Rivera 
Irene Revell 

Erin Kemp 
Red Lusterio 
Rita Menezes 
Oliver Menezes 
Stasha D’Souza 

PIETY STALL Elizabeth Strung Sylvia Zammit Avis Fernandez - 

VACUUMER Jovies Claveria ALTAR LINEN Diep Nguyen  

CLEANERS 
Roy Legaspino 
Jeremy Espina 

SOUP KITCHEN 
Michelle Castelino 
Ajay Almeida 

 

COUNTERS  
CHILDREN’S LOTW 

On Break Until 
Further Notice 

 Melchor Waje 
Rose Waje 
Peter Evans FLOWERS -  

Prison Fellowship reaches out to those in our 
prisons.  Their annual Easter Biscuits Drive asks 
for donations of home made (not store bought) 
cookies/biscuits which they give to those in 
prison. Biscuits due to be delivered at St James 
by next weekend (Sun 07 Apr). 

PRISON FELLOWSHIP—EASTER BISCUITS 

Let us pray and support those in our community 
who are sick.  We especially pray for Oscar 
Saldana, Nolasco Arabit, Grace Fava, Corey 
Cauchi, Teodora Gundayao, Mary Ann Bucud, 
Shirley Callan, Wayne Camilleri, Emerita 
Sagovia, Teodora Gundayao, Ann Maree Daly, 
Connie Micallef, Paul Cutajar, Juanito Osumo, 
Mary Ulep Guerzon, Tchiapke Joel, Jorge 
Maranan Jnr, Michael Short, Evelyn Soneja, 
Maria De Brincat, Judith Leslie, Elizabeth 
Magnaye, Emmanuel Bernardo, Clementino 
Schirripa, Mario Ranada, Paula Richards and all 
those who are ill. 

PRAYER LIST 

RECENTLY DECEASED & ANNIVERSARIES 

Please pray for our loved ones whom we 
remember especially George Cachia who 
passed away recently, Segundino Micubo Snr, 
Ramon Alinea, Felix Galea, Ronnie Rebeiro, 
Jenny Anthony, Grech and Hili Families, Darrel 
and Esmeralda D’Monte, Ashley Murray, Leslie 
Hauk, Giuseppe and Concetta Farrugia, Paolo 
and Rosaria Falzon, M. John Alexander, 
Buenaventura Are, Yvan Florent, Emy Saffarese, 
Gloria and Mathew Montebello, Jake Shaw and 
all whose anniversaries occur at this time. 

The first step in the enrolment process for those 
interested in enrolling in the zones of St James 
the Apostle, St Francis of Assisi or St Clare’s 
Primary Schools is the Parent Information 
Evening on Wed 01 May at 7:00pm at St James 
Church. 

ST JAMES PARISH PREP INFO EVENING 

Are you a past or current parishioner 
of St James the Apostle parish or St 
Bernadette’s parish? Have you been 
on a Mission Immersion trip or would 
like to experience one? Are you 
searching for a deeper experience of 

discipleship and would like to learn more about 
the Paulist charism that has inspired the 
Missionary Society of St Paul (MSSP)? Please 
join us for a Paulist Family Day! 

This day is hosted by the MSSP Lay Core Team, 
a group of people from St James and St 
Bernadette’s who have been inspired by the 
missionary charism of Joseph De Piro.  

Together with the MSSP Religious, we invite all 
those who have had an association with the 
MSSP in Australia or who are interested in 
finding out about the spirituality of the MSSP to 
join us.  

When: Sunday 5th May at 2.00 pm 
Where: St James the Apostle Parish 

Mass will commence at 2.00 pm followed by an 
enjoyable afternoon tea in the Paulist Centre.   

RSVP: Parish Office by Friday 3rd May 2019 

PAULIST FAMILY DAY 



Fr Mark Grima, Superior General of the MSSP’s reflects on last weekend’s Gospel: 

I am waiting for an interview. That knot in my stomach tells me that irrespective of how well I 
have prepared, I am at the mercy of somebody else. Done with the interview and passed with 
flying colors, that glee on my face says it all. I am on top of the world and I deserve a celebration. 

But imagine getting stuck during that interview and I go blank. My hands sweat and my mouth 
runs dry. Months of preparations just go down the drain. Then the examiner, out of the blue, 
gives me a hint that puts me back on track. I make it through. 

In the second instance I will barely recall my success but surely the face of the one who stood by 
me in the moment of trial. The experience of being given a second chance brings me in touch 
less with excellence and more with compassion, not so much with the end results but with the 
struggles of the process, not with my isolated strengths but with those who helped me through. 

The God of Jesus’ parable is the one where mercy and compassion precede his justice. He well 
knows that a forgiven sinner is in a better chance of embracing God then a self-righteous believer 
who thinks that he needs no digging and fertilizing. 

Do you remember that first tree in Genesis, ruined by deception? That tree, which resides in each 
one of us, is given a second chance to bloom. And because as stumbling examinees we are 
shown mercy, our God will be experienced as an intimate face and not a judge. Primarily, he is 
the God of our fathers, ‘the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.’ He is 
family, where second chances are the order of the day. 

Fr Mark Grima mssp 
Superior General 

GOSPEL REFLECTION 

St. James Parish has made such an impression on me…   

Four years ago I happened to attend to mass at St. James the Apostle Church on a Sunday 
evening quite by accident.  I was blown away by the participation of youth in all aspects of the 
liturgy, full of the Holy Spirit, full of reverence, full of the spirit of community, living the Gospel in 
its fullness as active disciples bearing witness to Christ through action – every week, week after 
week. 

In these difficult days where our own identity as disciples of Christ is under attack, having been 
compromised on every level by all the incessant scandals over the years, year after year, it is 
reassuring to find hope in the conviction and commitment of the Gospel in action at St. James.  
The celebration of the Word of God and the Eucharist and parish ministries are a precious life-
giving wellspring in the midst of a vast spiritual wilderness in a secular and materialistic world.  
The Paulist charism is truly alive in all you do.  It is faith in action, in service.  I am so grateful to 
be able share in your prayerfulness and witness. I have become spiritually invigorated, no longer 
an ‘empty vessel’ lost in the wilderness just going through the motions, burnt out, dry and ‘dying’. 

The liturgical life of St. James Parish speaks through action.  It is a living expression of the 
Gospel full of the fruits of the Holy Spirit of which the liturgy is the vibrant heartbeat and centre of 
parish life, the foundation from which God’s grace pours out and overflows into our hearts, our 
lives, our families, our communities and our precious world. 

Such a faith-filled community is testimony to all the hard work and commitment over many years.  
It is indeed a bright beacon of hope and an affirmation of Christ with us – present and among us 
– through the many ministries full of the Holy Spirit in action.  You are an inspiration and an 
affirmation of true discipleship;  an example of a vibrant community of  faith, committed to 
building the Kingdom with the cornerstone firmly founded in Christ. 

Anonymous 

PARISHIONER’S REFLECTION 


