
 

 

7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
24 February 2019 

Parish Office Hours: 
Mon—Fri 9:30am-2:30pm 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Priest: 

Fr Jude Pirotta mssp 
Telephone: 9748 6800 

email: 
hopperscrossingnorth@cam.org.au 

Assisting Priest: 

Fr Brendan Byrne sj 

Deacon: 

Dcn Royden Dsouza 

Parish Council President: 

Geralyn McCarthy 

Parish Secretaries: 
Red Lusterio 

Tita Manalo 

Thanksgiving: 

Maria Saldana 

Parish Bookkeeper: 
Angel Hartanto 

Wed & Fri 9:30-2:30 

Sacramental Co-Ord 

Other Schools: 
Rachelle Revell 
Ph: 0411 774 636 
hopperscrossingnorth.sacraments@cam.org.au 

Youth Ministry Co-ord: 

Red Lusterio 0409 184 299 

St James Primary School: 
Telephone: 9749 1000 
Principal: Mary Abbott 
principal@sjhcn.catholic.edu.au 

St Francis Primary School: 

Telephone: 9731 6004 
Principal: Michelle Gillett 
principal@sfatarneit.catholic.edu.au 

St Clare’s Primary School: 
Telephone: 9371 8400 
Principal: Andrew Leighton 
principal@sctruganina.catholic.edu.au 

Thomas Carr College: 
Telephone: 8734 2444 

Principal: Craig Holmes 

tcc@thomascarr.vic.edu.au 

Weekday Masses: 

Tues—Sat 9:00am 

1st Friday Monthly: 
Mass at 7:30pm 

Adoration at 8:00-9:00pm 

Reconciliation (Confession): 
Saturday: 9:30am-10:00am 

   5:00-5:30pm 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Contact Jacinta & John Fisher 

0438 793 630 
hopperscrossingnorth.baptism@cam.org.au 

Weddings: 
By appointment only 

9748 6800 
Weekend Masses: Saturday 6:00pm, Sunday 8:30am, 10:30am and 5:00pm 

336 Derrimut Rd, Hoppers Crossing North, 3029 

Under the Pastoral Care of the Paulist Missionaries 

www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au 

The following week Wednesday (Wed 06 
Mar) we celebrate Ash Wednesday, the start 
of the season of Lent, in preparation for the 
celebration of the passion, death and 
resurrection of Jesus. 

To make this Lent a more meaningful time, consider taking part in any of the 
following available at our Parish:  

THE WAY OF THE CROSS: During Lent, time to reflect on the Stations of the 
Cross will be every Friday from this Fri 08 Mar at 7:30pm in the Church. 

PROJECT COMPASSION: Project Compassion promotes peace by pursuing 
justice. Please take home a Project Compassion box and/or a set of 
envelopes available in the Narthex this weekend and return by Holy 
Thursday. 

PAULIST MISSIONARY SPONSORSHIP:  For $5 per month, you can help with the 
wellbeing and education of children in Pakistan, Peru and the Philippines. 
Brochures available this weekend. 

THE SEASON OF LENT 

Thank you to the many volunteers in our Parish who give of their time, 
talents and gifts to make our community as vibrant and engaging as it is. 

If you would like to volunteer at one of our many ministries, please fill in one 
of the pamphlets from the Welcome Desk in the Narthex and bring it to the 
next Volunteer Induction meeting this Wed 27 Feb at 7:30pm. 

The Parish specifically requires more volunteers to join rosters for the 
following ministries: 

 Church Cleaning Ministry—Cleaning the church to provide a space 
conducive towards worship and prayer 

 Church Vacuumers—Vacuuming the church to provide a space 
conducive towards worship and prayer 

 Soup Kitchen—Supporting the Missionaries of Charity in providing 
meals 

 Piety Stall—Helping Parishioners in obtaining items of a religious 
nature 

 Emmaus Ministry—Providing residents of MECWACARE next door 
with a liturgy once a month 

 Welcome Ministry—Welcoming, greeting and helping Parishioners, 
especially new Parishioners and visitors, before and after Mass 

New and current volunteers who have not yet attended a Volunteer 
Induction Meeting need to attend as part of the requirements on the Parish 
by the recommendations from the Royal Commission. 

VOLUNTEERS AT ST JAMES —VOLUNTEER INDUCTION THIS WED 



Thanksgiving:    $    5090.90 
Presbytery:         $    1119.05 
Flowers:        $        28.50 
Youth:           $        14.75 

COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND 

GOSPEL REFLECTIONS 

Jesus puts before his disciples the 
extraordinary command to “love your enemies”. 
He goes on to give some illustrations of what 
this might mean in practice. All involve 
responding to injury or to unreasonable 
demand with nothing but generosity and the 
abandonment of all claim to recompense. 

Taken by itself, such behaviour seems contrary 
to common sense. But Jesus is not laying 
down maxims to be followed literally. There is a 
measure of prophetic exaggeration in the 
examples he cites. All flow from a fundamental 
attitude in which one is prepared to be 
vulnerable to a degree deemed foolish by the 
standards of the world, because such 
vulnerability and generosity is what one both 
discerns in God and experiences from God.  

Jesus tells the disciples, “Be compassionate as 
your Father is compassionate”. The key term 
here is the little word “as”. As children are “like” 
their parents, so, by loving their enemies, by 
being compassionate and generous to a 
“foolish” degree, they will be “children of the 
Most High, who is kind to the ungrateful and 
the wicked”.  Such a vulnerable way of life 
disarms violence and humanises the world.  

It has a future effect as well. People who are 
generous in giving and forgiving open 
themselves up to even greater divine 
generosity in return. It is not that God waits to 
see if we are generous before pouring gifts 
upon us. But God can only give us what we 
have the capacity to receive. And the measure 
of that capacity is our own generosity towards 
others.  

Fr Brendan Byrne SJ 

Lenten Faith Sharing Booklets are available in 
the Narthex of the Church at $8.00 each.  
Please place your contribution in the Church 
Donation Box in the wall of the Narthex near 
the Piety Stall. 

LENTEN FAITH SHARING BOOKLETS 

The Emmaus Group, who’s ministry reaches 
out to the residents of MECWACARE next 
door, will have their next meeting on Thurs 28 
Feb at 7:00pm in the Narthex of the Church. 

EMMAUS GROUP MEETING 

The Archdiocesan Office for 
Youth is hosting a one-day 
event for young people aged 
from Year 9 to discover and 
deepen their relation to 
Christ and to celebrate their 
faith. Rise 2019 will have a 

festival-like atmosphere and will include 
opportunities for young people to experience 
the arts, live music, prayer, social time, and 
workshops based on a variety of topics. 

St James Youth will be taking a group of Year 
9-12’s to the upcoming Rise event to be 
held at Penola Catholic College on Sat 23 Mar 
from 10am-9pm. To be part of our Group 
Registration, get in contact with us at 
hopperscrossingnorth.youth@cam.org.au by 
Sun 10 Mar! 

RISE FESTIVAL—A YR 9+ EVENT 

We are seeking an 
Expression of Interest from 
families in the Parish who 
would be interested in 
hosting two young people 

(ages 13-20) from the Jose De Piro Orchestra, 
Bataan, Philippines, who will be arriving in 
early June for a period of just under two 
weeks.  These young people are coming to 
Australia to firstly tahnk all who have supported 
them through prayer and sponsorship, and also 
to showcase what the work and support of the 
mssp’s have had on them and on their families 
in their rural area. We are looking for at least 
15 families in the Parish to provide this 
homestay opportunity. 

If you are interested or would like more 
information about this program, could you 
please place your name and contact number 
on the sheet provided in the Narthex, or by 
contacting the Parish Office on 9748 6800 or 
email hopperscrossingnorth@cam.org.au by 
Fri 01 Mar. 

HOST FAMILIES FOR JUNE 

A combined St Peters & St James Parishes 
Bible Study program conducted by Deacon 
Royden will commence on Tues 05 Mar from 
7pm to 9pm in the Theaterette at St Peter 
Apostle Mission Parish, 38 Guinane Ave, 
Hoppers Crossing. This year we will be 
discussing the Gospel of Mark and bible study 
will be held every first and third Tuesday of the 
month. Come and experience an interactive 
bible study program with short films, reflections 
and discussions. Open to all ages. Enquiries 
Royden 0426 071 375. 

BIBLE STUDY PROGRAM 



READINGS FOR 
8TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

1st Reading:   Sir 27:4-7 
Do not praise someone before they have 
spoken. 
 

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 91:2-3, 13-16 
Lord, it is good to give thanks to you. 
 

2nd Reading:   1 Cor 15:54-58 
Victory has been given to us through Jesus 
Christ. 
 

Gospel:    Lk 6:39-45 
A person speaks from what is in his heart. 

Let us pray and support those in our community 
who are sick.  We especially pray for Teodora 
Gundayao, Mary Ann Bucud, Shirley Callan, 
Wayne Camilleri, Emerita Sagovia, Teodora 
Gundayao, Ann Maree Daly, Connie Micallef, 
Paul Cutajar, Juanito Osumo, Mary Ulep 
Guerzon, Tchiapke Joel, Eugene Xavier, Jorge 
Maranan Jnr, Michael Short, Evelyn Soneja, 
Frank Camilleri, Maria De Brincat, Judith and 
Elizabeth Magnaye, Emmanuel Bernardo, 
Clementino Schirripa, Mario Ranada, Paula 
Richards and all those who are ill. 

PRAYER LIST 

RECENTLY DECEASED & ANNIVERSARIES 

Please pray for our loved ones whom we 
remember especially Michael Mizzi, Emmanuelle 
Gonzales and Marquita Santiago who passed 
away recently, Neville Gonsalvez, Julian Rapa, 
Kathy Lumpton, Nieves Lapina, Rene Danque, 
Joseph Patrick Cini, George Grech, Vincent and 
Josephine Attard, Louis, Grace, Michael and 
John Spiteri, Suzanne Dove, Vincent and 
Catherine Cassar, Brenda Morgan, Vicky Borg, 
Carmen Muscat, Agapita Quirit, Viniamor and 
Constantino Dela Pena, Godofredo and Monica 
Soriano, Emy Saffarese, Gloria and Mathew 
Montebello, Jake Shaw and all whose 
anniversaries occur at this time. 

It is with a  heavy heart, many prayers, but a 
clear mind, that I have made the decision to 
resign from my duties at St James Parish.  I 
thank you for all the love, care and support 
throughout the years.  It has truly been a labour 
of love and a great faith filled journey, with may 
blessings, little miracles, and beautiful 
friendships formed over the years. 

I thank God for leading me to St James at a time 
when I was faced with a huge life changing 
challenge and of course my prayers to be sent to 
where He wanted me to work next.  Bingo, St 
James Parish House!  Luckily, I listened and 
trusted completely in God’s plan. 

Once again, I find myself listening to God’s 
whispers, which has been a big influence in my 
decision to resign from St James. Yours 
sincerely, 

Leonie Martinez, Parish House Keeper 

Fr Jude gives thanks for Leonie and writes: 

I would personally like to thank Leonie for her 
care, support and love over the past 11 years.  
She has lovingly prepared meals for me and the 
many visiting brother priests over this time, the 
school principals and visitors to the Parish 
House.  Leonie has also maintained and cleaned 
the Parish House and has possessed a friendly, 
welcoming and caring attitude to all visitors, 
making my ministry less stressful. 

I personally wish to thank Leonie, Joe her 
husband and her daughters Kiarra and Alicia for 
the beautiful journey we have shared. We look 
forward to continuing the journey as we live out  
the joy of the Gospel.  There will be a Mass of 
Farewell for Leonie on Sat 09 March at 6:00pm. 
May God bless you. 

Fr Jude Pirotta 

LEONIE MARTINEZ, PARISH HOUSEKEEPER 

The next Carpenter’s Club meeting will be on Sat 
09 Mar.  Please note the date change from the 
2nd to the 9th.  Thank you to the Carpenter’s 
Club who recycled cans and scrap metal to the 
value of $188. 

CARPENTER’S CLUB 

This Fri 01 Mar we will have our monthly First 
Friday Adoration starting with Mass at 7:30pm 
followed by Adoration until 9:00pm. 

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION 

Please check the noticeboards for information 
about this initiative from Prison Fellowship. 

PRISON FELLOWSHIP—EASTER BISCUITS 

Over the last three weeks we have had the 
lovely company of Fr Stephen Mifsud journeying 
with us in liturgy, prayer and worship and a great 
spiritual companion for Fr Jude. 

Fr Stephen comes to us from the MSSP 
International House of Formation in the 
Philippines.  He has visited our Youth Group and 
accompanied a Discernment Group of young 
adults in vocational discernment. 

We thank Fr Stephen and are asked to keep him 
and the MSSP seminarians in our prayers. 

THANK YOU FR STEPHEN 



 

Please remember to support our sponsors 

Paul 0400 419 419 

Licence: 42909 

All work guaranteed & insured 
All maintenance services 


