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ST JAMES PARISH BULLETIN – PLENARY COUNCIL 2020 SPECIAL EDITION 

Invitation to the Listening & Dialogue Session 

Tuesday 05 February 2019 at 7:00pm in the Church 

Welcome to this special edition of St James Parish Bulletin. 

By now, you will be aware of an event happening in 2020 in the Catholic Church in Australia called the 

Plenary Council 2020.  

This is not just another meeting of bishops to discuss various matters. It is a meeting of the entire 

Church in Australia —bishops, clergy, religious and lay faithful—with the intention of shaping the 

future course of the Catholic Church in this country. And while it will not affect matters of doctrine, it 

will have legislative power to mould practices within the Australian Catholic Church. So, as a Catholic, 

the outcome of the meeting will most definitely affect you. 

There really could not be a more pressing matter of consideration for Catholics in Australia at this 

point in time. It is an opportunity to determine how as Catholics we might re-ignite our Church in 

Australia and also evangelise the culture around us. 

To help prepare for the Plenary Council and to have your voice heard, you are warmly invited to attend 

the Listening and Dialogue session to be held at St James church on Tuesday 5th February from 7.00 

pm – 9.00 pm.  

Listening and Dialogue sessions, which are being held throughout Australia, are designed to ensure 

that the faith of the faithful—the “sensus fidelium”—will be discerned and then acted upon by the 

bishops. 

This is a way of the Church determining its course of action during a particular moment in time—

discerning the “signs of the times” under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Indeed, the scriptural theme 

of the Plenary is “Listen to what the Spirit is saying.” (Rev. 2:7) 

This is our opportunity as a parish to contribute to this process and so your voice is critical. Our 

Listening and Dialogue session will provide each of us with an opportunity to reflect on the question: 

“What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time?” 

To register your attendance at the Listening and Dialogue session, please contact the Parish Office by 

Friday 1st February by phone (9748 6800) or email (hopperscrossingnorth@cam.org.au )  

 

Fr Jude Pirotta mssp      Geralyn McCarthy 

Parish Priest       Parish Pastoral Council 

mailto:hopperscrossingnorth@cam.org.au
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When we speak to each other, we can all learn 

by Fr Noel Connolly SSC, Plenary Council Facilitation Team 

Pope Benedict, shortly before he resigned, warned us that "the laity should not be considered as 

collaborators with the clergy, but as the people truly co-responsible for the life of the Church”. 

Many lay people are freed and invigorated when they feel we clerics are genuinely listening and are 

inviting them to participate in an adult way. They love their Church and want to be involved and 

have their say. They have theological and pastoral insights that don’t occur to us, the clerics. 

Pope Francis calls for a synodal Church in which people, bishops and the Bishop of Rome are all 

listening to each other and to the Spirit, realising that everyone has something to learn. 

The Plenary Council provides us with an opportunity and a process to draw close to one another, to 

share our faith, our insights and our questions. If we can all learn to share vulnerably and fully – 

people, priests and bishops – that will help us to become a listening Church and help develop a 

culture of relatedness, freedom, co-responsibility and hope.  

That will be a different Church and real cultural change. 

◈ 

What are the steps of preparation toward the Plenary Council sessions?  

A Plenary Council is held in three stages: preparation, celebration and implementation. 

Preparation is what we are doing now and there are three steps during this stage. The first is Open 

Listening and Dialogue, which will occur in our parish on Tuesday 5th February. This will continue to 

During this time, all people are invited to share their stories and reflect on the question: "What do 

you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time?" 

The second step in our preparatory journey will commence after Easter in 2019. We will have 

discerned the emergent themes from all of the stories that have been shared during the Open 

Listening and Dialogue stage, and we will move into Dialogue and Discernment. It is a time to 

continue in the way of dialogue and to gather together to listen, pray, speak with one another and 

move forward – with focus – towards the future God is calling us to. We will be called to listen to 

what has been shared and reflect on this in light of the Gospels, Church teachings and good practice 

from inside and outside of the Church. In this way, we will continue to listen to the Spirit.   

Thirdly, in early 2020, the draft Plenary Council papers written during the discernment stage will 

provide us with an opportunity for the final stage of preparation: Dialogue and Formation. Together, 

we will read and learn, speak with one another, reflect, take time to listen deeply to the emergent 

questions and themes, and continue to grapple with what future God is calling us toward. The 

stories expressing our sense of faith shared during the Open Listening and Dialogue stage will have 

shaped the program and the discernment of the Plenary Council.   
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What are some of the issues which people are discussing? 

Much of the focus for the Plenary Council so far has been on the primary question that the Council is 

considering: "What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time?" That is the first of 

three pieces of stimulus that people are invited to reflect upon when making a submission to the 

Council. 

More than 21,000 voices have now contributed to this phase of the three-year process, and that 

number is growing quickly as more young people, families, priests and parishioners, school staff and 

students, agency leaders and staff, men and women working for the Church in dioceses and many 

other groups of people continue to listen to one another’s stories of their faith, God in their lives and 

their encounters with the Church. 

Topics that are passionately and frequently raised include: 

 leadership and governance within the Church 

 the place and role of women 

 the evils of clericalism  

 the apostolate of the laity  

 the scourge of clerical sexual abuse 

 transparency and accountability of church leaders 

 the importance of young people  

 the living tradition, liturgy and music  

 the priesthood and other vocations  

 inclusion and welcome  

 the sacramental life of the Church, 

 ecology and creation, and  

 social justice.  

 

The stories and reflections that people are taking time to write down are truly inspirational. They 

reflect people's joys and challenges, their hopes and fears, the deep faith of some and the wavering 

faith of others. 
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Parish Notices: 

 

1. On Tues 05 Feb at 7:00pm our Parish will host a Plenary Council; 

Listening and Dialogue session.  This is an important time to have our 

voices heard in the future of the Church in Australia.  People from all 

areas of our Parish, including the young (under 18s), the elderly, single, 

in a relationship, families, regular church goers, non-regular church 

goers, those in ministries, to name a few, are encouraged and invited to 

attend this session. 

 

2. Registrations for Children of Other Schools making their First 

Reconciliation will be closing this Fri 01 Feb 2019.  Classes begin the 

following weekend.  To register your child please visit our website 

(www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au) and fill in the online Form.   

 

3. This Fri 01 Feb we will have First Friday Adoration beginning with Mass 

at 7:30pm with Adoration following until 9:00pm. 

 

4. No morning Mass on Tues 29 Jan.  There will be the funeral Mass for 

Albina Rosielo at 1:30pm which all Parishioners are invited to attend. 

 

5. Would you be able to spare 3 hours once every 8 weeks on a Sunday 

Afternoon to help serve meals? We are looking for more volunteers for 

2019 to help out. Location is the Sisters of Charity, Fitzroy. If you are 

interested, please contact the Parish Office on 9748 6800, Mon-Fri, 

9:30am-2:30pm for further details.  
 

6. St James Youth Ministry is for those who are in High School this year.  

Come and find a place to be accepted and discover the journey that our 

God invites us on!  Sun night youth group starts up again from next 

weekend (Sun 03 Feb) at 4:45pm-8:30pm.  To find out more, contact Red 

our Youth Ministry Coordinator on 0409 184 299 or 

hopperscrossingnorth.youth@cam.org.au. 

 

7. Children’s Liturgy, which meets during the Sun 10:30am Mass during the 

school term, will not be meeting on Sun 03 Feb.  Children’s Liturgy will 

be on hold until further notice. 


