
 

St James the Apostle Parish 

Plenary Council 2020  

“Shaping the Future Course of the Church in Australia” 

 

Your Voice is Important 

 

Dear Friends, 

As you may be aware, the Australian Catholic Church will be holding a Plenary Council in 

2020. Pope Francis Pope calls for a ‘synodal’ church that listens, learns and shares mission 

with all of us, and so the 2020 Plenary Council is a very significant opportunity for all the 

baptised to contribute to the building up of the church in Australia.  

Why is this such an important event in the life of the Australian Church? 

The last time the Catholic Church in Australia held a Plenary Council was in 1937. It has been 

more than 80 years since we gathered all of the Church together and much has changed 

since then. Every person’s story and experience of faith and the Church is important, and so 

it is essential that every effort is made to reach out and include as many people as possible 

as we endeavour to listen to what the Spirit is saying. 

 

What is our parish doing to prepare for the Plenary Council? 

In the lead-up to the Plenary Council, parishes like ours are hosting Listening and Dialogue 

sessions to enable as many people as possible to discern and share their views on, and 

hopes and aspirations for, the Australian church.  

This session will be held on Tuesday 5 February 2019 at 7.00 pm in the church. This is an 

invaluable opportunity for all of us to listen and share with each other our view of the future 

of the Catholic Church in Australia.  The key question that we will be considering is: “What 

do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time?”  

Following this session, St James the Apostle parish will be submitting our views to the 

Plenary Council team which will then help shape the agenda of the council in 2020. 

 

What can I do to prepare for this Listening and Dialogue Session? 

1. Save the date!  Please mark this important date in your diaries now. We are hopeful 

that as many people as possible will attend this meeting. Each of us is called as 

children of God to respond to Pope Francis’ invitation to become a “synodal” Church 

– a Church of faith-filled people who speak boldly and with passion, and who listen 

deeply with an open and humble heart. Your voice is essential in this process. 



 

2. Read the Parish Newsletter Plenary Council inserts! Over the next few weeks, the 

Parish Newsletter will contain some interesting and important reading about the 

Plenary Council highlighting some of the key issues about which you may like to 

discern. This will help prepare you for this important Listening and Dialogue Session. 

3. Consider inviting others! We are very keen to hear the views of everyone: young and 

old; churched and unchurched; Catholic and non-Catholic; males as well as females.  

This Listening and Dialogue session will be enriched by having a good representation 

of people, even those who think they do not have much to contribute or those who 

have chosen to no longer be a part of a community of faith. Consider inviting friends 

and family members who are not necessarily active participants in our faith 

community as we will be enriched by their opinions and attitudes. Remember: 

everyone’s experience of faith and the Church is unique and it is important that the 

Plenary Council hears responses from as many people as possible. 

4. Discern!  To assist you to be prepared for the upcoming Listening and Dialogue 

session, we encourage you to think about your experiences of being part of a 

community of faith, and your hopes and aspirations for the church. The reading 

material we provide in the next few weeks may also encourage you to think 

reflectively about your experience of Church. Talking to others within your ministries 

and families will also help you to consider and discern.  

5. Pray! Prayer is the centre of the journey toward the Plenary Council. This is a 

particularly graced opportunity for seeking the Holy Spirit’s guidance, so we invite all 

the parish community to pray for the success of our discernment process and the 

success of the plenary council. 

 

What happens if I cannot attend the Listening and Dialogue Session? 

Your views are still important. If you are unable to attend the Listening and Dialogue Session 

in early February, we encourage you to write your response to the question “What do you 

think God is asking of us in Australia at this time?”. A Plenary Council 2020 box will be 

placed in the narthex and available until early February 2019. Your thoughts and reflections 

will be considered as part of our parish response.  

For further information about the Listening and Dialogue session and our parish responses, 

please contact Geralyn McCarthy on 0416 059 673 or contact Fr Jude at the Parish office. 

As we begin our parish journey, we pray that God may grant us the courage to speak boldly 

and the ability to listen humbly and always with a heart open to what the Spirit wants for 

the Church.  

Yours in Christ 

 

Fr Jude Pirotta mssp      Geralyn McCarthy 

Parish Priest       Parish Council Chairperson 


