
 

 

Feast of the Most Holy Trinity 
27 May 2018 

Parish Office Hours: 
Mon—Fri 9:30am-2:30pm 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Priest: 

Fr Jude Pirotta mssp 

Telephone: 9748 6800 

email: 
hopperscrossingnorth@cam.org.au 

Assisting Priest: 

Fr Brendan Byrne SJ 

Parish Secretaries: 
Red Lusterio 

Tita Manalo 

Thanksgiving: 

Maria Saldana 

Parish Bookkeeper: 
Angel Hartanto 

Wed & Fri 9:30-2:30 

Parish Council President: 

Geralyn McCarthy 

Sacramental Co-Ord 

Other Schools: 
Rachelle Revell 

Ph: 0411 774 636 
hopperscrossingnorth.sacraments@cam.org.au 

Youth Ministry Co-ord: 

Red Lusterio 0409 184 299 

St James Primary School: 
Telephone: 9749 1000 
Principal: Mary Abbott 
principal@sjhcn.catholic.edu.au 

St Francis Primary School: 
Telephone: 9731 6004 
Principal: Jan Keogh 
principal@sfatarneit.catholic.edu.au 

St Clare’s Primary School: 
Telephone: 9371 8400 
Principal: Andrew Leighton 
principal@sctruganina.catholic.edu.au 

Thomas Carr College: 
Telephone: 8734 2444 
Principal: Andrew Watson 

tcc@thomascarr.vic.edu.au 

Weekday Masses: 

Tues—Sat 9:00am 

1st Friday Monthly: 
Mass at 7:30pm 

Adoration at 8:00-9:00pm 

Reconciliation (Confession): 
Saturday: 9:30am-10:00am 

   5:00-5:30pm 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Contact Jacinta & John Fisher 

0438 793 630 
hopperscrossingnorth.baptism@cam.org.au 

Weddings: 
By appointment only 

9748 6800 Weekend Masses: Saturday 6:00pm, Sunday 8:30am, 10:30am and 5:00pm 

336 Derrimut Rd, Hoppers Crossing North, 3029 

Under the Pastoral Care of the Paulist Missionaries 

www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au 

Dear Friends, 

Greetings from Arequipa, Peru, where we are celebrating the MSSP 2018 
General Chapter: Religious Life as Radical Prophecy! By now, all MSSP 
delegates have gathered in our Paulist parish of Buenos Aires in Alto 
Cayma, at the feet of the Misti, the dormant volcano which dominates the 
landscapes of Arequipa.  

The chapter opened with a beautiful Commencement Mass on Pentecost 
Sunday. We were joined by hundreds of parishioners, young and old alike, 
who, as in our parish of St James, have embraced and live out their Paulist 
charism. The capitulars and laity attending the Chapter were introduced to 
the congregation who received us with great warmth. Following the mass, 
many people (including a 100-year-old gentleman) sought the blessing of 
MSSP members on themselves and their families. The tradition of the laying 
on of hands on people as a sign of blessing is still a very strong and powerful 
gesture in Peru. It was an inspiring way to begin the Chapter. This gracious 
dynamic presence of the Holy Spirit in our midst was very palpable – I think 
we know what it means to be struck by grace!  

Since arriving, we have visited the new community house where the 
Peruvian MSSP members reside, a small secondary school, and some of 
their parish churches. Everywhere we went, we were welcomed very 
graciously by our Paulist brothers and sisters.  

Following this, we were taken further up in the district to see the new human 
settlements of Alto Cayma where Paulist Missionary Fr. Alex mssp ministers 
to families living in extremely harsh and precarious conditions.  Witnessing 
the impoverished and disadvantaged life of the people here was very 
confronting. There is very little access to medical care and basic 
infrastructures. Even water is limited. It is so hard to believe that there is still 
such a stark divide between the world’s rich and poor. Sometimes, when 
confronted by such conditions in which our brothers and sisters live, 
resurrection hope seems a long way off!   

And yet, amidst this extremely harsh and dry terrain, I did spot (in the words 
of the African American poet Lucille Clifton) the green of Jesus – it was 
evident in the pastoral ministry of the MSSP priests and laity who, out of 
boundless compassion and tender mercy and in the spirit of Joseph De Piro, 
continue to offer new life to the people of Peru. The presence of the MSSP, 
who are celebrating 50 years in Peru this year, is a sure, ‘infallible’ sign of 
the fruits of the Spirit.  Thank you for your constant prayers for the success 
of this Chapter. 

A link to the General Chapter News Portal on Facebook can be found 
on our Parish website www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au for you to join. 

Geralyn McCarthy 

UPDATE FROM THE MSSP GENERAL CHAPTER 2018 



Thanksgiving:    $    4517.40 
Presbytery:         $      960.35 
Flowers:        $        16.30 
Youth:           $        27.30 

COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND 

A social group for all Parishioners over 55 and 
Young at Heart. 

No joining fee, just come when you can. 

Wed 20 Jun: 10.30am Abba tribute show 
including a delicious morning tea $5 with the 
option of a two course lunch for an extra $15. 
Hotel 520, Sayers Rd, Tarneit.  

For bookings and details please contact Serita 
on 0410 599 323 or Joan on 0422 370 309. 

VINTAGE GROUP 

GOSPEL REFLECTION 

The Church closes the long Lent—Eastertide 
season with a feast that invites us to sit back 
and reflect upon the nature the God revealed in 
the Paschal mystery that we have been 
celebrating at such length. It was, of course, 
through the experience of that mystery and 
reflection upon it that the early Christians were 
led to know God as three Persons in the one 
divine essence. The doctrine of the Trinity is 
not, then, an arid theological puzzle. It is a 
necessary conclusion drawn from a sense of 
being grasped by, and held within, a divine 

communion of love.  

The final paragraph of St. Matthew’s Gospel 
which supplies today’s Gospel ends on the 
most explicitly trinitarian note in the New 
Testament: the command to baptise ‘in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit’. Having completed his mission on 
earth, the risen Lord, claims ‘all authority in 
heaven and earth’. Empowered with that 
authority the Church is to go out to the nations 
of the world and “make disciples” of them, 
communicating to them a sense of the 
outreach of divine love into the world, and the 
conquest of sin and death that the mission of 

Christ has achieved.  

People who respond to the Gospel and receive 
baptism undergo an experience akin to that of 
Israel in the Exodus as described in the First 
Reading. Liberated from slavery (to sin),  as 
members of God’s family, we genuinely 
participate here and now in the divine 
communion of love that is the Holy Trinity.  

Fr Brendan Byrne SJ 

Playgroup are raising funds through the digital 
membership sales of the 2018/2019 
Entertainment Book for $70 each. Purchases 
need to be by Fri 01 Jun and can be made at  

www.entertainmentbook.com.au/
orderbooks/9336518. 

PLAYGROUP FUNDRAISER 

You are invited to join us to celebrate the Feast 
of St James at our annual Parish Party! This 
year’s Parish Party will be celebrated on Sat 28 
July from 7:15pm – 11:00pm in the Paulist 
Centre with food and entertainment for all. 
Tickets will be on sale after masses and from 
the Parish Office from Sat 02 Jun—Sun 15 Jul 
at $35 per adult and $15 per child under 
10.  Due to catering requirements, no tickets 
can be sold after 15th July so get in early! 

For a chance to win a bar fridge and contents, 
we will also be selling keys for $10.  The lucky 
purchaser of the key that opens the lock will 
win the stocked bar fridge!  Unlocking of the 
bar fridge will take place at the Parish 
party.  Good luck! 

PARISH FEAST DAY PARTY 

APOSTOLIC EXHORTATION 

Pope Francis’ recent apostolic exhortation 
‘Gaudete et Exsultate’ which translates to 
‘Rejoice and be glad’ and speaks on being 
joyful in faith, can be accessed online.  Visit 
www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au for the link. 

WYNSPEAK 

We congratulate Maria Chio, a Year 8 student 
from Thomas Carr College for winning 
preliminary round three of Wynspeak . 

(Wyndham Youth Public Speaking 
Competition) This prestigious competition 
features eighty students from 33 colleges from 
the Western region so Maria's effort of winning 
her way in to the Final was very meritorious. 

If parishioners would like to support Mary by 
attending the Final it will be held on 
Wednesday June 6th at the Fr Moran 
Performing Arts Centre at Thomas Carr 
College Audience must be seated by 
6.45pm   Entry is free to this long standing 
community event 

It is organised as a joint project between the 
Rotary and Apex clubs of Hoppers Crossing 
with support from Rostrum Victoria. 



READINGS FOR 
BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST 

1st Reading:   Ex 24:3-8 
This is the blood of the Covenant that the Lord 
has made with you. 
 

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 115:12-13, 15-18 
I will take the cup of salvation, and call on the 
name of the Lord. 
 

2nd Reading:   Heb 9:11-15 
The blood of Christ will purify our inner selves. 
 

Gospel:    Mk 14:12-16, 22-26 
This is my body.  This is my blood. 

Let us pray and support those in our community 
who are sick.  We especially pray for Mario 
Ranada, Paula Richards, Francis Hili, Teodora 
Gundayao, Charlie Portelli, Margaret Iringan, 
Rachel Beagley, Rick Lusterio, Jenny Jensz, Eric 
Timajo, Clemintino Schirripa, Judith Leslie, 
Gabriella Leslie and all those who are ill. 

PRAYER LIST 

RECENTLY DECEASED & ANNIVERSARIES 

Please pray for our loved ones whom we 
remember especially Michele Papavero who 
passed away recently, Antonio Gomes, Armando 
Ramos, Giula Kekesi, Laurie Fenech, Antonio 
Brillantes, Gaudencio Mendoza, Emy Saffarese, 
Paluine Lane, Gloria and Mathew Montebello, 
Jake Shaw, Aurelio Cini, Buenaventurada 
Taypin, and all whose anniversaries occur at this 
time. 

The RCIA Team will also be conducting the ABC 
Program (A Baptised Catholic) which will run 
alongside the regular RCIA program.  

The program is meant to provide baptized 
Catholics a deeper understanding of the faith by 
examining the reasons and background of the 
faith we profess and practice. It will also assist in 
equipping us in speaking or explaining the 
reasons for our beliefs and faith life.  

Participants in the ABC program at St James will 
meet weekly, usually on a Friday night from 7 to 
9 pm, facilitated by an experienced team of 
parishioners who have been journeying with 
RCIA candidates for many years.  

Whilst regular attendance is encouraged you are 
welcome to attend as often as you can. Contact 
details can be left on the Sheet in the Narthex.  

A BAPTISED CATHOLIC PROGRAM 

Thank you to the parishioners that have already 
given generously to the appeal. Your support is 
very much appreciated. I am pleased to provide 

you with an update on the appeal. 

Amount Raised to date: $10,870 

Target Amount: $30,000 (3rd of the way there!) 

Timeline: The appeal will close on 30th June  

(to allow arrangements to bring the Orchestra 

out to Melbourne to commence) 

We have contacted Fr Joe to provide him with an 
update – he is very excited about the orchestra 
coming to Melbourne and very grateful for the 
generosity of St James the Apostle and Thomas 

Carr College communities. 

JOSE DE PIRO BATAAN 

ORCHESTRA APPEAL 

The next Altar Servers Roster which spans the 
rest of Term 2 and Term 2 Holidays have been 
emailed to all current Altar Servers.  Please 
contact the Parish Office if you did not receive a 
copy of your roster.. 

ALTAR SERVERS 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is 
a program for anyone interested in becoming a 
Catholic, receiving the Sacraments or exploring 
the Catholic faith.  The next season of RCIA has 
begun.  Meetings are held on Fridays at 7.00pm 
in the Paulist Centre foyer. 

If you or anyone you know is interested, you are 
welcome to come along. Please contact Felix at 
rcia.sjahcn@gmail.com or mobile 0431 008 563. 
Please note that we cannot accept any new 
enquirers after Jun 08. 

RCIA—NEXT SEASON HAS STARTED 

At all Masses next weekend we will hold the 
annual Vinnie’s Mass for the Poor Appeal.  
Please consider supporting generously our local 
conference in reaching out to all the all those 
who are having a difficult time during winter. 

VINNIE’S MASS FOR THE POOR 

Due to the Confirmation Masses during this 
coming week, there will be no First Friday Mass 
and Adoration for Fri 01 Jun.  We apologise for 
any inconvenience. 

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION 

The monthly Carpenter’s Club will meet on Sat 
09 Jun at 7:30am instead of Sat 02 Jun due to 
the Confirmations occurring during the week. 

CARPENTER’S CLUB 

mailto:rcia.sjahcn@gmail.com


Pentecost brings to conclusion the whole mystery of Easter; actually, our whole story of salvation. In 
the Gospels, fifty days after Christ broke the chains of death we see the group of apostles being 
liberated by a mysterious fire that transformed them from a group of fearful fishermen to a 
community of witness without any boundaries.  

Sin brings the worst of us. Abandoning Jesus on the cross, not finding the real courage to stand up 
for their belief, fearing of losing their livelihood and their life, the apostles started to succumb to the 
fire of slavery, whom we call Satan. But with the new fire, coming from above, fear was burned to 
the ground. They were given the freedom to go out of themselves and embrace the world. 

Pentecost (which means 50 days) is an old feast. The Jews celebrated Pentecost fifty days after the 
Passover feast. This great feast was a thanksgiving to God who not only freed them from slavery 
but gave them a law which guided them. So, for the Jews, Pentecost became to mean the 
celebration of the handing down of the Law. For us baptized, fifty days after Easter we were handed 
down the greatest gift of all – not a law but the gift of freedom. Now the Law became love, and from 
servants of God we became children of God. This is Pentecost. 

How does all this happen? It all starts with God first becoming like us humans, through Jesus. God 
walked amongst us in flesh and blood. Jesus thought us the new law of love, loved us by giving 
himself on the cross and destroyed death for us by his resurrection.  

He came 

He became one with us 

He took on himself all that is us 

He gave us all that is his – Sons and Daughters 

Jesus says “I will go to the Father so that the Father will send you the Helper.” What does this going 
and coming mean? By the Resurrection we are united with Christ (one body as Church) By the 
Ascension we are united with the Father. What is the result of the Father united with the Son? Pure 
Love what we call the Holy Spirit.  

So, for the first disciples, for us baptized and in our daily lives, the holy spirit does not actually come 
from outside, but sprouts from inside due to our unity with the Father. It is all there in 1 Corinthians: 
“we are one body with Christ, thus we share in His gifts” and the greatest gift is his Holy Spirit. 

This is whom we are: children of God enjoying His freedom. We are transformed in a new creation 
with a desire burning in our hearts to bring this fire to the whole of the world. 

Our General Chapter is the fruit of this Spirit. Spread in the world we missionaries come together as 
one community. We came here to pray, listen and reflect on what God desires from us for the 
coming years. As missionaries and religious we are called to be prophets in the Church and the 
world. But being a prophet implies looking from the margins of society and seeing things differently, 
as God does. We missionaries are asking our lay collaborators to join forces with us so that in a fast
-changing world the Word of God can be proclaimed with renewed enthusiasm and uncompromised 
faith. 

I take this opportunity to thank the many friends across the world who are keeping us in their 
prayers and those who helped so much to make this encounter possible. We build on those who 
came before us. With our Peruvian mission celebrating 50 years of service we feel blessed with the 
hard work put in this mission. It is a witness for us that God is with us and that he never refuses his 
Spirit to the ones he loves as sons and daughters.  

Thus, with Paul we can all say without fear that “Jesus is Lord.” 

Fr. Mark Grima mssp - MSSP Superior General 
20th May, 2018 
Buenos Aires, Arequipa - Peru 

GC18—ADDRESS BY MSSP SUPERIOR GENERAL 


