
 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
24 December 2017 

Parish Office Hours: 
Mon—Fri 9:30am-2:30pm 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Priest: 

Fr Jude Pirotta mssp 

Telephone: 9748 6800 

email: 
hopperscrossingnorth@cam.org.au 

Assisting Priest: 

Fr Brendan Byrne SJ 

Parish Secretaries: 
Red Lusterio 

Tita Manalo 

Thanksgiving: 

Maria Saldana 

Parish Bookkeeper: 
Angel Hartanto 

Wed & Fri 9:30-2:30 

Parish Council President: 

Geralyn McCarthy 

Sacramental Co-Ord 

Other Schools: 
Rachelle Revell 

Ph: 0411 774 636 
hopperscrossingnorth.sacraments@cam.org.au 

Youth Ministry Co-ord: 

Red Lusterio 0409 184 299 

St James Primary School: 
Telephone: 9749 1000 
Principal: Mary Abbott 
principal@sjhcn.catholic.edu.au 

St Francis Primary School: 
Telephone: 9731 6004 
Principal: Jan Keogh 
principal@sfatarneit.catholic.edu.au 

St Clare’s Primary School: 
Telephone: 9371 8400 
Principal: Andrew Leighton 
principal@sctruganina.catholic.edu.au 

Thomas Carr College: 
Telephone: 8734 2444 
Principal: Andrew Watson 

tcc@thomascarr.vic.edu.au 

Weekday Masses: 

Tues—Sat 9:00am 

1st Friday Monthly: 
Mass at 7:30pm 

Adoration at 8:00-9:00pm 

Reconciliation (Confession): 
Saturday: 9:30am-10:00am 

   5:00-5:30pm 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Contact Jacinta & John Fisher 

0438 793 630 
hopperscrossingnorth.baptism@cam.org.au 

Weddings: 
By appointment only 

9748 6800 Weekend Masses: Saturday 6:00pm, Sunday 8:30am, 10:30am and 6:00pm 

336 Derrimut Rd, Hoppers Crossing North, 3029 

Under the Pastoral Care of the Paulist Missionaries 

www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au 

May I take this opportunity to thank you all here at St James for helping 
us along the journey; a special thank you to the Parish Council and the 
Parish Staff for their support, to all those who are actively involved in 
ministry and all volunteers, to Fr Brendan for his support to me 
personally and the wisdom and inspiring homilies that reveal God in our 
midst.  To all Parishioners for your kind gifts, cards and the Christ like 
love which reveals Emmanuel – God with us. 

Although Christmas is a time of joy and family gatherings, I am also conscious it can be 
a strangely sad season for many of us.  The hurts of the year may well up and we may 
feel overwhelmed by them.  All the little injustices that doesn’t seem to have been made 
right may be causing our hearts to harden.  The memories of past, happier times may 
seem closer than usual – most families have an empty chair or two around the 
Christmas table.  The work of the Royal Commission, our concern for those who have 
been abused and the enormity of what has unfolded may be weighing heavily on us.  
Perhaps we have a personal experience of abuse that shadows our life.  We may 
suddenly realise how deeply affected we are by journeying with an aging parent, a sick 
partner, friend or child.  Perhaps in gazing at those highly stylized catalogue images of 
families enjoying their Christmas tree/tables/presents we consider why our families 
can’t or doesn’t look like that.  And in the midst of all this talk about hope and joy we 
might just feel burdened, lonely and lost. 

But perhaps this is the grace the holy space of Advent has offered us.  This waiting time 
provides a reminder to us that God is at the heart of life.  We place the stories of our 
ancestors alongside the stories of our lives and then we know that there will be justice, 
that the loved ones we miss so dearly are resting in the peace of a loving God and that 
God is woven into all of our memories and is on the journey with us. 

But most of all we know this because on Christmas day we will sing that the Christ child 
is born.  We will celebrate the hope that the Emmanuel, God – with – us brings.  So let 
us allow our hearts to be imprinted with the joy of the ancient story about  a man, the 
Son of God, who lived, loved, died and rose again revealing for us God’s deep love for 
humanity. 

May the Emmanuel of 2017 bring joy to weary hearts, to lonely hearts, to lost hearts.  
May we be strengthened in our belief that we, too, can be bearers of hope, healing and 
justice and that this is a beautiful graced albeit imperfect world because Jesus is God 
with us. 

And may we live 2018: 

Compassionate of heart, 
Clear in word, 
Gracious in awareness, 
Courageous in thought, 
Generous in love 
With Jesus at our side 
As we together participate in building a civilization of love. 

Yours in the Christ Child, 
Go gently, 
Fr Jude Pirotta mssp 

FR JUDE’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 



Thanksgiving:    $    4549.85 
Presbytery:         $    1094.80 
Flowers:        $        54.60 
Youth:           $        33.60 

COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND 

ROSARY STATUES 

Dates are still open for the two Rosary Statues 
visiting homes for 2018, which is an initiative of 
the Knights of the Southern Cross.  If you are 
interested, please contact Glenn Goodfellow 
ASAP on 0419 889 487 before Mon 18 Dec to 
secure a date.  Dates available are on the 
Noticeboard in the Narthex. 

GOSPEL REFLECTION 

Advent is the time when the Church seeks to 
stir up a sense of longing for the coming of the 

Lord.  

Stirring up such a sense of longing does not 
mean, however, that we should take the New 
Testament allusions to his future coming 
literally. Such statements seek to communicate 
the truth that our lives and, indeed, the whole 
of history stand under the eventual judgment of 
God and that the Crucified One, the now risen 
Lord, remains the criterion of what truly human 
existence should be. His grace and his power 
continually knock at the door of our lives, 
seeking to move us along his way. It is this 
sense of the Lord’s coming that the Advent 

season celebrates and proclaims.   

Today’s Gospel (Mk 13:33-37) features a 
parable from the end of the great discourse on 
the future that Jesus gave to his disciples not 
long before his death. The householder who 
goes on his travels gives instructions to all his 
servants but the focus of the parable lies upon 
the one charged with watching the door. The 
master expects to be welcomed when he 
returns. Everyone else may sleep but this 
servant must stay awake at night, always on 

the look-out for the master’s coming.  

Believers are like that servant: ‘gatekeepers’ 
for the coming of the Lord. The rest of the 
world may ‘sleep’ but we are ‘children of light 
and of the day’ (1 Thess 5:5), our lives bathed 
in the light of the risen Lord and enriched by 
the hope of his final coming. 

Fr Brendan Byrne SJ 

Volunteers for Piety Stall 2018 needed. If you 
can help us out - please complete your details 
on notice provided in Narthex. Current Piety 
Stall helpers - thank you as always for your 
contribution. If you are unable to continue next 
year please contact the Parish Office, 
otherwise I will happily place you on the roster 
for next year .  

PIETY STALL VOLUNTEERS 2018 

A social group for all Parishioners over 55 and 
Young at Heart. 

No joining fee, just come when you can. 

Sun 14 Jan: Monthly Lunch at the Millers Inn, 
Altona North Noon—2:00pm. 

For bookings and details pls ring Beatrice 0403 
683 374 or Joan 0477 772 024. 

VINTAGE GROUP 

Thank you to all who assisted in preparing and 
celebrating Christmas especially  the Parish 
Staff who continue to make a wonderful 
contribution to serving our community as do 
many generous and committed volunteers in 
our thriving Parish at all levels, ages and 
stages.  I am also grateful for the leadership of 
the Principals of our schools and affirm the 
partnership we share in building community 
through the joy of the Gospel and maintaining a 
visible presence and support for faith. Gratitude 
goes also at this time to those who helped 
make our Christmas liturgies life-giving; all who 
participated, the Parish Council, altar servers, 
Carpenters Club, environment helpers both 
outside and inside the Church and Paulist 
Centre, powerpoint presentation, Music 
Ministry, ushers, car park attendants, counters, 
Youth Ministry, people working behind the 
scenes, the Hili Family and Fr Ivan, Provincial 
of the Paulist Missionaries for the brotherhood 
he has showed & his support. 

THANK YOU 

The Soup Kitchen will close from Wed 20 Dec 
and reopen on Mon 29 Jan 2018. Rosters will 
be issued as required before that date. 

SOUP KITCHEN 

NEW YEARS: 
Sun 31 Dec—New Years Eve 
6:00pm Mass (last for the year) 

Mon 01 Jan—New Years Day 
10:30am Mass (first for the year) 

ST JAMES NEW YEARS 

A message of thanks comes to us from our 
MSSP Parish in the Philippines which can be 
found in the Magazine Rack. 

FR JOE’S MESSAGE OF THANKS 



ROYAL COMMISSION INTO INSTITUTIONAL 

RESPONSES TO CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE 

With the delivery of the final report we move as a 
Church to the next stage of the painful process 
of atoning for the sins of the past. We continue 
to hold in our thoughts and prayers all those who 
have suffered abuse at the hands of clergy, 
religious, teachers and volunteers in our Catholic 
schools and homes. It is for these children, 
women and men that we offer our humble 
prayers for their healing and health as they, too, 
move to this next stage in their journey of their 
story. If you would like time to reflect and speak 
about this, you are welcome to meet Fr Jude or 
to contact Geralyn, our Child Safety officer, on 
0416 059 673.  

With the New Year approaching us, many of our 
formal Ministries and the Parish Office will be on 
holidays to allow all people involved to be 
refreshed and rejuvenated for 2018.  With this in 
mind please take note that: 

 The Parish Office will be closed from Mon 25 
Dec to Tues 02 Jan 2018. 

 Children’s Liturgy has finished and will resume 
on Sun 04 Feb 2018. 

 The last Parish Bulletin will be on Sun 24 Dec.  
It will resume on Sun 04 Feb 2018. 

 There will be no Rosters for the Ministries of 
Lector, Commentator, Altar Servers or Special 
Ministers of Communion after Christmas.  They 
will start again on Sun 04 Feb 2018.  Please 
offer your services for these Ministries 
during January when you arrive at Mass.   

 Fr Jude will be away on a Mission Immersion 
from Wed 03 Jan—Sun 14 Jan.  Fr Ivan will be 
celebrating Masses here at that time.  Please 
offer your services for the ministries at all 
Masses. 

 There is no First Friday Adoration in January. 
This will resume on Fri 02 Feb 2018. 

 Sun Night Youth Group will resume on Sun 04 
Feb 2018. 

JANUARY NOTICES 

Registrations for 1st Reconciliation (Confession) 
for Children attending non-Catholic  schools are 
now open.  Please note that this Sacrament is 
required before children are eligible for First 
Eucharist (Holy Communion). Visit 
www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au and select the 
“Sacramental Registration—Reconciliation” page 
under the Ministries tab.  Enquiries can be 
directed to the Coordinator Rachelle at 
HoppersCrossingNorth.Sacraments@cam.org.au.  
Registrations close Friday 26th January 2018. 

FIRST RECONCILIATION CLASSES 2018 

Let us pray and support those in our community 
who are sick.  We especially pray for Fr Peter 
Hudson, Eta Nagy, Marika Sarvary, Virginia 
Kallio, Teodora Gundayao, Gwendolyn Go, Judy 
Bickley, Jan Keogh, Christopher Neil Stewart, 
Margaret Pirotta, Jason Maranan, Mary and 
Abby, Maria Rowlands, Carolyn Wockner, Karen 
Norris, Philomena Leslie, Michael Nash, Zoilo 
Candelaria, Jessica Cassar, Lida Datario, Amelia 
Bosiljevac, Mim Micaleff, Andrea Andre, Frank 
Hili, Mary Anne Headley, Emory Nagy, Sylvie 
Balmano, Joe Zahra, Vincent Calleja, Ashleigh 
Delaney, Adrian Xuereb, Madeline Farrugia, 
Freddy Galea  and all those who are ill. 

PRAYER LIST 

RECENTLY DECEASED & ANNIVERSARIES 

Please pray for our loved ones whom we 
remember especially Adrian Xuereb and Simon 
Martanata who both passed away recently, Joan 
and Jack Grimes, Joe Taliana, Andre and 
Carmela Filaferro, Cristito Ocuaman, Anthony 
Vella, Joyce Pearse, Karly and Vincensa Borg, 
Datu Angolina and Menzju Zerafa, Charlie and 
Nancy Borg, Charlie, Paul and helen Vella, 
Emmanuel Buttigeg, Maria Cini, Deodit, Roque, 
Lawerance, Anthony, Sanlan, Claude, Gabriel 
and Hillary D’Souza, Lucy, Anna Rosy, Peter, 
Caitan Jose, Sebastian and Marcus Baptista, 
Francis Xavier Fernandes, Dieadade Fernandes, 
Lucy Medonca, Clemy David and Shirly 
Solomon, Manuel Fernandes, Atilla 
Szentandrassy, Emy Saffarese, Gloria and 
Mathew Montebello, Pauline Lane, Jake Shaw, 
Scott Fenech, Laszlo Szucs and all whose 
anniversaries occur at this time. 

Fr Jude will be accompanying several Year 12 
students from Thomas Carr College from 03 
Jan—14 Jan 2018, Philippines for a Mission 
Immersion. 

Please keep the students, Fr Jude, Dr Andrew 
Watson and Geralyn McCarthy in prayer. 

FR JUDE AWAY 

This Award was established in 2010 by the 
Missionary Society of St Paul to commemorate 
the First Centenary of Foundation.  The Award of 
$1,500 Scholarship was given to recipients from 
our three Primary Schools.  The Award for 2017 
has been given to Sophia Terranova from St 
James, Mackline Lodu from St Francis and 
Megan Del Mundo from St Clare’s.  We 
congratulate the recipients of this Award. 

JOSEPH DE PIRO SCHOLARSHIP AWARD 



 

Please remember to support our sponsors 

          BRIAN MARK 

R E A L  E S T A T E 

RESIDENTIAL SALES SPECIALIST 
  

Stephen Murphy 
4B Watton Street Werribee Victoria 3030 

Ph: 0402084613  All hours 
www.brianmark.com.au 

Paul 0400 419 419 

Licence: 42909 

All work guaranteed & insured 
All maintenance services 


