
 

 

31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
05 November 2017 

Parish Office Hours: 
Mon—Fri 9:30am-2:30pm 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Priest: 

Fr Jude Pirotta mssp 

Telephone: 9748 6800 

email: 
hopperscrossingnorth@cam.org.au 

Assisting Priest: 

Fr Brendan Byrne SJ 

Parish Secretaries: 
Red Lusterio 

Tita Manalo 

Thanksgiving: 

Maria Saldana 

Parish Bookkeeper: 
Angel Hartanto 

Wed & Fri 9:30-2:30 

Parish Council President: 

Geralyn McCarthy 

Sacramental Co-Ord 

Other Schools: 
Rachelle Revell 

Ph: 0411 774 636 
hopperscrossingnorth.sacraments@cam.org.au 

Youth Ministry Co-ord: 

Red Lusterio 0409 184 299 

St James Primary School: 
Telephone: 9749 1000 
Principal: Mary Abbott 
principal@sjhcn.catholic.edu.au 

St Francis Primary School: 
Telephone: 9731 6004 
Principal: Jan Keogh 
principal@sfatarneit.catholic.edu.au 

St Clare’s Primary School: 
Telephone: 9371 8400 
Principal: Andrew Leighton 
principal@sctruganina.catholic.edu.au 

Thomas Carr College: 
Telephone: 8734 2444 
Principal: Andrew Watson 

tcc@thomascarr.vic.edu.au 

Weekday Masses: 

Tues—Sat 9:00am 

1st Friday Monthly: 
Mass at 7:30pm 

Adoration at 8:00-9:00pm 

Reconciliation (Confession): 
Saturday: 9:30am-10:00am 

   5:00-5:30pm 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Contact Jacinta & John Fisher 

0438 793 630 
hopperscrossingnorth.baptism@cam.org.au 

Weddings: 
By appointment only 

9748 6800 Weekend Masses: Saturday 6:00pm, Sunday 8:30am, 10:30am and 6:00pm 

336 Derrimut Rd, Hoppers Crossing North, 3029 

Under the Pastoral Care of the Paulist Missionaries 

www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au 

As part of my ministry at St John’s I am often asked to visit patients at the 
hospitals in our suburbs. I have a strong working relationship with my 
colleagues on ward 8 South, in the Olivia Newton-John Health and Wellness 
Centre; the staff in this ward look after people close to the end of their life, and I 
am often called to visit and support these patients and their relatives in these 
final moments.  

I have a deep respect towards the members of staff on this ward; it is not easy 
to journey with people who are preparing to let go of life. It is a very emotionally 
painful experience for the sick person, for their relatives and for the carers. 
Medical staff in palliative wards spend their time helping the patients manage 
their pain and making it possible for them to live life as comfortably and as well 
as possible.  

It is never easy to sit and watch as a loved one lives through their last moments. 
We feel the need to do something, when the best we can do is to be; to stand 
by and support our loved one by our silent presence. As I journey through ward 
8 South I am often reminded of the time I spent with my father in the last four 
weeks of his life.  

I believe that life is a total free gift from God, giving us an opportunity to get to 
know our God in whatever shape or understanding that one is comfortable with. 
In my ministry, I try to help the individual to live each moment of his or her life 
the best they can.  

From within this context, I reflect upon the issue of euthanasia and assisted 
suicide that is once again being discussed in Australia. The discussion is 
whether doctors should be allowed to assist people with terminal illnesses to 
end their life earlier, rather than have to suffer through painful moments. People 
who have journeyed with loved ones through palliative care know that often 
once pain is managed and the associated stress is removed, people tend to live 
longer than originally predicted.  

I often wonder how, as a society, we have arrived at the point of discussing 
whether we could assist anyone to terminate their own life. It seems to me that 
at some stage we have abrogated for ourselves the right to decide what is good 
and what is bad. On the one hand we go to extremes to prevent suicide, and yet 
we have now come to recognise that there are moments where people can be 
assisted to take their own life! We do not seem to have space for objective truth 
any longer and if enough of us are ready to put our hand up in favour or a 
certain course of action, then that action is deemed to be good! The will of the 
majority rules!  

In my experience, the last months and weeks of a person’s life, especially when 
the person and his relatives know that the end is close, are sacred moments. 
Rather than trying to assist the person to shorten his or her life, I experience 
these moments as special moments that are treasured by the dying person and 
by their loved ones. These may not be easy moments but they are treasured 
moments.                 Fr Mario Zammit mssp 

REFLECTION ON ASSISTED DYING BY FR MARIO ZAMMIT 



Thanksgiving:    $    5229.80 

Presbytery:         $    1062.40 

Flowers:        $        54.15 

Youth:           $        16.20 

COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND 

Thank you to the anonymous donor who 
donated $1000 to the Parish.  Your generosity 
does not go unnoticed and is much 
appreciated. 

THANK YOU 

A social group for all Parishioners over 55 and 
Young at Heart. 

No joining fee, just come when you can. 

Sun 12 Nov: Lunch after 10.30am Mass at 
The Hoppers Club, Pannam Dr. For bookings 
and transport enquiries please phone Serita 
0410 599 323. 

VINTAGE GROUP 

On this Wed 08 Nov at 7:30pm, we will have a 
Mass of Remembrance for all Parishioners who 
have had a loved one pass away this year.  
Their families are asked to bring a photo or 
something to signify their loved one to this 
Mass.  All Parishioners are welcome to come 
and support the families of the deceased. 

MASS OF REMEMBRANCE 

During the month of November, a 
Commemoration Book will be available in the 
Narthex.  You may place the names of your 
departed loved ones in this book which will be 
processed in at the beginning of all our 
weekend Masses as a part of our Liturgy. 

COMMEMORATION BOOK 

ST JAMES MEN’S MINISTRY 

Since its inception in May 2017, the St. James 
Men's Ministry has grown through the love and 
fellowship of those who regularly commit to the 
fortnightly meetings.  

I was blessed to be chosen as a group leader, 
and am humbled each time we come together. 
The meetings have certainly deepened my 
sense of community in Christ, and I'm pleased 
to call the men brothers.  

Our numbers have increased from 5 to 10 
men, with the men sharing their most personal 
experiences in relation to the week's Gospel. I 
have seen the deepening of experiences 
shared, and I am happy to witness the joy the 
men receive when we meet. What a wonderful 
ministry! 

Groups will meet on Mon 06 Nov and Thurs 09 
Nov at 7 pm. If you would like more details or 
to join a group please contact Peter O’Toole by 
email peterfotoole@gmail.com, call 0410 330 
864 or speak to a leader. 

During the month of November there will be 
many Mass Intentions for the Deceased.  Each 
of the Mass Intentions will be distributed to 
various Paulist Missionaries around the world 
with each Intention celebrated individually and 
the stipends associated with those Mass 
Intentions used to support those Missionaries. 
Envelopes available in the Magazine Rack. 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR NOVEMBER 

GOSPEL REFLECTION 

In today’s Gospel Jesus criticizes the 
behaviour of religious and legal experts of the 
time, the scribes and Pharisees. In so doing, 
he sets up a contrast between their behaviour 
and the way leadership is to be exercised in 

community of his own disciples. 

Jesus’ criticism stems from his view of how the 
Law (Torah) of Moses ought be interpreted. 
The scribes and Pharisees bring to their 
interpretation of the Torah a host of extra 
rulings from their own tradition. These, in 
Jesus’ view, instead of making the Torah 
liveable and life-enhancing, actually make it 
burdensome for the common people who have 
to rely upon their rulings. Moreover, their 
interpretation enhances their own power, 
leading to the kinds of honour-seeking 
behaviour in public that Jesus lampoons and 

condemns.  

In contrast, Jesus has come to lift the burdens 
of afflicted humanity, summed up in the 
invitation, “Come to me, all you that are weary 
and carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 
rest. Take my (in contrast to their) yoke upon 
you, and learn from me, for I am meek and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls” (11:28-29).  

Jesus’ critique is not something that applied 
simply to Jewish religious leadership in his own 
day. It has equal relevance for Christian 
community life and structure today. The One 
who came “not to be served, but to serve and 
give his life as a ransom for many” (20:28), has 
set a lasting pattern for the exercise of 
leadership in the community of the Kingdom.  

Fr Brendan Byrne 

mailto:peterfotoole@gmail.com


Let us pray and support those in our community 
who are sick.  We especially pray for Teodora 
Gundayao, Gwendolyn Go, Michael Matassa, 
Judy Bickley, Jan Keogh, Christopher Neil 
Stewart, Margaret Pirotta, Jason Maranan, Mary 
and Abby, Maria Rowlands, Carolyn Wockner, 
Karen Norris, Philomena Leslie, Michael Nash, 
Zoilo Candelaria, Jessica Cassar, Lida Datario, 
Amelia Bosiljevac, Mim Micaleff, Andrea Andre, 
Frank Hili, Mary Anne Headley, Emory Nagy, 
Sylvie Balmano, Joe Zahra, Vincent Calleja, 
Ashleigh Delaney, Adrian Xuereb, Madeline 
Farrugia, Freddy Galea and all those who are ill. 

PRAYER LIST 

RECENTLY DECEASED & ANNIVERSARIES 

Please pray for our loved ones whom we 
remember especially Eddie Lembong who 
passed away recently, Frances and Joe Chircop, 
Frank and Tony Folino, Esmeralda D’Monte, 
Belma, Roy and Helaria Torrecampo, Andres, 
Maxima, Bernandina, Anastacia, Elena, Jesus 
and Andres Jnr Ballebas, Letecia and Remegio 
Tagal, Zenaida Amado Aguino, Jessie 
Sampang, Josefina Carabana, Dalisay Soledad, 
Ulderica and Sofia Gofredo, Joseph Debrincat, 
John and Maryjane Rapa, Carmen, Lourdes, 
Manuel and Aurora, Andres and Maria Cabia, 
Josephina Diones, Benigno Malabanan, Paula 
Casapao, Josefa Senga, Bartolome and Nena, 
Blessie Gotingco, Denis Hogan, Les Melkie, 
Vince Salpietro, Yap and Santiago Families, 
Michael Pozzuto, Caterina Catania, Gertrude 
and Bernard Evans, Pacencio Del Rosario, 
Carmen Borja, Ernest Mullin, Mary, Joe and 
Charlie Xerri and all whose anniversaries occur 
at this time. 

ROSTERS FOR THE WEEKEND 11/12 NOVEMBER 

MASS TIMES SAT 6:00 PM SUN 8:30 AM SUN 10:30 AM SUN 6:00 PM 

LECTOR Grace Bala Grace Cini Michael Are Sonya Ryall 

COMMENTATOR Ria Wandersmith Crystal Suares Mark Duggan Stasha D’Souza 

SPECIAL 
MINISTERS OF 
COMMUNION 

Mary Vella 
Clive Gonsalves 
Elizabeth Strunk 
Jannine Warwick 
Bernadette Hauk 

Tron-An Nguyen 
Margaret Mangani 
Vicky Cachia 
Rose Rogers 
Maria Apulu 

Angel Hartanto 
Edo Satyadharma 
Terezia Piacentini 
Michael Piacentini 
George Bitar 

Jess Gleeson 
Red Lusterio 
Oliver Menezes 
Rita Menezes 
John Bartolome 

PIETY STALL Jannine Warwick Carole Keating Pauline Niziorski - 

VACUUMER Rodel San Buenaventura ALTAR LINEN Angel Hartanto  

CLEANERS 
Marlene Pablo 
Roderick Pablo 

SOUP KITCHEN 
Paul & Lorraine 
Michelina & Ebony 

 

COUNTERS  
CHILDREN’S LOTW Lorraine Park  Mira Rempillo 

Frenzel Andrion 
Allan Francisco FLOWERS Angel Hartanto  

The Young Paulists are hosting their annual 
High Tea Event and proceeds raised will go 
towards the mssp 13th Street Christmas Party, 
Philippines and the ongoing work of the mssp.  

It is set to be a great afternoon with glorious food 
and company, all for a good cause.  

Date: Sunday, 26 November 2017 
Time: 2-4pm 
Location: Paulist Centre 
Ticket Price: $25 

Last Day to Purchase Tickets: Wed 22 Nov. 
Tickets will be available for purchase at all 
masses from Sun 12 Nov. 

To purchase tickets outside the Sunday masses, 
please contact the Parish Office on 9748 
6800. For enquiries, please email: 
HoppersCrossingNorth.Paulists@cam.org.au. 

For catering purposes, this is a ticketed event 
only and that this is an over 18s event. 

YOUNG PAULISTS HIGH TEA 

Collect your free copy of the “Australian 
Catholics” from the Magazine Rack. 

“Melbourne Catholic” magazine available for $4 
from the Magazine Rack.  Please place the $4 in 
the Parish Donation Box in the wall of Narthex. 

CATHOLIC MAGAZINES AVAILABLE 

Playgroup are hosting ‘Ready Steady Go Kids’ 
on Tues 21 Nov at 9:30am-11:15am.  People 
can bring their children aged 2 to 4 years to this 
session.  Bookings essential for this event at 
9748 6800 and costs $3 each. 

ST JAMES PLAYGROUP SPECIAL EVENT 



 

Please remember to support our sponsors 

          BRIAN MARK 

R E A L  E S T A T E 

RESIDENTIAL SALES SPECIALIST 
  

Stephen Murphy 
4B Watton Street Werribee Victoria 3030 

Ph: 0402084613  All hours 
www.brianmark.com.au 

Paul 0400 419 419 

Licence: 42909 

All work guaranteed & insured 
All maintenance services 


