
 

 

Easter Sunday 
16 April 2017 

Parish Office Hours: 
Mon—Fri 9:30am-2:30pm 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Priest: 

Fr Jude Pirotta mssp 

Telephone: 9748 6800 

email: 
hopperscrossingnorth@cam.org.au 

Assisting Priest: 

Fr Brendan Byrne SJ 

Parish Secretaries: 
Red Lusterio 

Tita Manalo 

Admin Support: 

Maria Saldana 

Parish Bookkeeper: 
Angel Hartanto 

Wed & Fri 9:30-2:30 

Parish Council President: 

Geralyn McCarthy 

Sacramental Co-Ord 

Other Schools: 
Rachelle Revell 

Ph: 0411 774 636 
hopperscrossingnorth.sacraments@cam.org.au 

Youth Ministry Co-ord: 

Red Lusterio 0409 184 299 

St James Primary School: 
Telephone: 9749 1000 
Principal: Mary Abbott 
principal@sjhcn.catholic.edu.au 

St Francis Primary School: 
Telephone: 9731 6004 
Principal: Jan Keogh 
principal@sfatarneit.catholic.edu.au 

St Clare’s Primary School: 
Telephone: 9371 8400 
Principal: Andrew Leighton 
principal@sctruganina.catholic.edu.au 

Thomas Carr College: 
Telephone: 8734 2444 
Principal: Andrew Watson 

tcc@thomascarr.vic.edu.au 

Weekday Masses: 

Tues—Sat 9:00am 

1st Friday Monthly: 
Mass at 7:30pm 

Adoration at 8:00-9:00pm 

Reconciliation (Confession): 
Saturday: 9:30am-10:00am 

   5:00-5:30pm 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Contact Jacinta & John Fisher 

0438 793 630 
hopperscrossingnorth.baptism@cam.org.au 

Weddings: 
By appointment only 

9748 6800 Weekend Masses: Saturday 6:00pm, Sunday 8:30am, 10:30am and 5:00pm 

336 Derrimut Rd, Hoppers Crossing North, 3029 

Under the Pastoral Care of the Paulist Missionaries 

www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au 

Love is the eye! 

As I reflect on my own life and the importance of further developing my relationship 
with the Risen Lord, I become more aware that God never forces Himself to the 
extent of taking away my freedom. He is never a coercive force. 

Nowhere is this more evident than in what is revealed in the resurrection of Jesus. 
The Gospels assure us that, like his birth, the resurrection was physical, real, and 
not just some alteration in the consciousness of believers. After the resurrection, we 
are assured that Jesus’ tomb was empty: people could touch him, he ate food with 
them. He was not a ghost.  

After He rose from the dead, Jesus was seen by some and not by others; 
understood by some and not by others. Some got his meaning and it changed their 
lives profoundly. Others were indifferent to Him, worse still others refused to believe 
and hardened their hearts against Him and His followers.  They tried to destroy its 
truth. 

I often ask, why the difference? What makes some see the resurrection while 
others do not? What lets some understand the mystery and embrace it, while others 
are left in indifference or hatred? Hugo of St Victor used to say “Love is the eye!”  
When we look at anything through the eyes of love, we see more clearly, 
understand more deeply, and are able to fully grasp its mystery. The reverse is also 
true. When we look at anything through eyes that are jaded, cynical, jealous or 
bitter, we will see with eyes that are obscure and unclear: we will not understand 
and we will not properly capture its mystery. We return to the tomb, wrapped in our 
death cloths. 

This was evident in how the Gospel of John describes the events of Easter Sunday. 
Jesus has risen, but it is only the person who is driven by love - Mary of Magdala - 
goes out in search of Him. The others remain as they are: locked inside their own 
world. But love seeks out its Beloved, and Mary of Magdala goes out, spices in 
hand, wanting at least to embalm His dead body. On discovering the empty tomb, 
she returns to tell Peter and the beloved disciple what she has found. They both 
race off together towards the tomb, but the beloved disciple who outruns Peter and 
gets to the tomb first, doesn’t enter: he waits for Peter (the symbol of authority) to 
go in first. Peter enters but doesn’t understand. The beloved disciple – love – 
enters, sees and understands. Love grasps the mystery. Love is the eye: it is what 
lets us see and understand the resurrection, and that is why, after the resurrection, 
some saw Jesus and others did not. Those with the eyes of love see and 
understand.  

May all our parishioners at St James persevere with eyes that love so that they may 
experience the many resurrection moments in their lives. I wish you and your 
families the peace and mercy of the Risen Lord this Easter. Thank you to all who 
assisted in preparing and celebrating for the Holy Week and Easter liturgies, 
especially the Parish Staff who continue to make a wonderful contribution to serving 
our community, as do many generous and committed volunteers in our thriving 
parish at all levels, ages and stages. Gratitude goes especially at this time to those 
who helped make the Easter celebrations more life-giving, and all who participated: 
the Parish Council, Altar Servers, Carpenter’s Club, Environment Helpers (both 
outside and inside the Church), Music Ministry, Ushers, Carparking Attendants, 
Liturgical Ministers, Counters, Youth Ministry, RCIA Team, those who donated 
chocolates for the community, people working behind the scenes and all who have 
been involved. We say a heartfelt thank you to all: we couldn’t manage without you. 
We are always looking for new ideas to keep our liturgies vibrant, meaningful, and 
reaching out to all.  

Yours in the Resurrection, Jude Pirotta. 

FR JUDE’S EASTER MESSAGE 



Thanksgiving:    $    4706.40 

Presbytery:         $      983.40 

Flowers:        $        42.40 

Youth:           $        12.70 

COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND 

REGISTER NOW. Don’t miss out 
on the menALIVE weekend 
retreat being hosted by our 
Parish in the Paulist Centre 

May 20-21.  It will be a lifegiving, faith 
developing experience that has the potential to 
change your life. 

Register online at www.menalive.org.au or 

pick up a brochure from the Narthex. 

For further details and/or enquiries please 
contact Peter O’Toole on 0410 330 864 or the 
Parish Office on 9748 6800. 

MENALIVE 

Today’s Gospel begins on a disturbing note: 
Mary Magdalene’s discovery of the ‘real 
absence’ of Jesus’ body from his tomb. Later, 
of course, she will meet the risen Lord. But for 
now she can only run back, in high alarm, to 
Simon Peter ‘and the other disciple, the 
disciple whom Jesus loved’.  

Her plaintive cry, ‘They have taken the Lord out 
of the tomb, and we do not know where they 
have laid him’, expresses both the anguish of 
loss and continuing love. What she fears is that 
some human agent (the gardener, the 
authorities or grave-robbers) has worked this 
final indignity on her beloved Lord. 

 Things change when Peter and the 
other disciple arrive at the tomb. Peter enters 
and sees not only the linen cloths in which 
Jesus’ body was wrapped but also the cloth 
that covered his face rolled up neatly and set 
aside.  

The ‘disciple whom Jesus loved’ sees what 
Peter sees but but with a keener sense of faith. 
Grave robbers do not leave things neat and 
tidy. For him the absence of Jesus’ body is not 
due to human agency. It points rather to a 
majestic, divine resumption of life.  

In his very anonymity (though traditionally 
identified as St. John) the ‘disciple whom Jesus 
loved’ stands in for all of us believers of later 
generations. Like him, we do not actually see 
the risen Lord and yet we believe. For us too, 
emptiness and absence need not mean failure 
and loss, but mysterious evidence of the divine 
power to bring life out of death.  

GOSPEL REFLECTION 

Daylight Savings ended last weekend where 
we wound our clocks back an hour.  The Sun 
evening Mass will now have a 5:00pm start, 
with the Youth Group finishing at 8:00pm. 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS ENDED 

This is the final weekend to by tickets for the St 
James Easter Raffle.  Tickets are $1.00 each 
with proceeds going to support the Parish 
Ministries.  Raffle to be drawn on the first 
weekend after Easter. 

EASTER RAFFLE 

Information Packs, Enrolment Forms and 
Interview dates and times will be available at 
the Parent Information Meetings for enrolments 
for the school you are zoned for: St James 
Primary on Wed 26 Apr at 7:00pm, St Francis 
Primary on Wed 03 May at 7:00pm and St 
Clares’ Primary on Wed 03 May at 7:00pm. 
Venues will be at the respective schools. For 
more information contact the schools: St 
James 9749 1000, St Francis 9731 6004 and 
St Clare 9371 8400. 

2018 PREP ENROLMENTS 

This year the Parish will be running its own 
Parish Raffle. Thank you to all those  who have 
come forward with donations for the 4th and 
5th prizes. We are now looking for support 
from people who would like to donate the 2nd 
prize of vouchers to the value of $800. If you 
know of any people in business who can 
support us in this endeavour, please contact Fr 
Jude at the Parish Office on 9748 6800. 

ANNUAL PARISH MAJOR RAFFLE 

A social group for the Young at Heart. 

Sunday 23 April 2017: Monthly lunch after the 
10.30 am Mass, at the Hoppers Crossing Club.  
Please note that due to Easter, the April Lunch 
is occurring on the 4th Sunday of the month 
rather than the usual 3rd Sunday. 

Tuesday 30 May 2017: The cancelled bus trip 
from last month is now rescheduled for Tues 
30 May.  More details to follow in the upcoming 
weeks. 

Bookings/enquiries: Serita 0410 599 323, 
seritamudford@hotmail.com or Reno 0434 398 
432, renod5005@hotmail.com. 

FORTHCOMING VINTAGE GROUP EVENT 

http://www.menalive.org.au
mailto:seritamudford@hotmail.com
mailto:renod5005@hotmail.com


READINGS FOR 
2ND SUNDAY OF EASTER YEAR A 

1st Reading:   Acts 10:34, 37-43 
We have eaten and drunk with him after his 
resurrection from the dead. 
 

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 117:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice 
and be glad. 
 

2nd Reading:   Col 3:1-4 
Look for the things that are in heaven, where 
Christ is. 
 

Gospel:    Jn 20:1-9 
The teaching of scripture is that he must rise 
from the dead. 

Let us pray and support those in our community 
who are sick.  We especially pray for Joyce 
Pearse, Amelia Bosiljevac, Tony Mobiliio, Mim 
Micaleff, Andrea Andre, Frank Hili, Mary Anne 
Headley, Emory Nagy, Sylvie Balmano, Brian 
O’Loughlin, Joe Zahra, Vincent Calleja, Ahleigh 
Delaney, Adrian Xuereb, Madeline Farrugia, 
Michelle Monti, Freddy Galea, Fr Claude Borg 
mssp and all those who are ill. 

PRAYER LIST 

RECENTLY DECEASED & ANNIVERSARIES 

Please pray for our loved ones whom we 
remember especially Lucretia Quintal, Carmen 
Testa and Dorothy Hewett who all passed away 
recently, Angelo and Theresa Azzopardi, Tony 
and Ursula Debrincat, Hayden Fava, John Fava, 
Bambina Chicini, Paul and Rosa Azzopardi, Joe 
and Rakela Muscat, Araceli Cruz, Frank and 
Tony Folino, Joe and Frances Chircop, Lilly, 
Henry and Emy Saffarese, Gloria and Mathew 
Montebello, Jake Shaw, Collin, Adelaide and 
Alan Gamble and all whose anniversaries occur 
at this time. 

Please return all Project Compassion boxes to 
the Parish Office this week. 

PROJECT COMPASSION 

The 2017/2018 Entertainment Book is available 
for sale now. The cost is $70 per book which 
allows access to many great discounts in various 
entertainment venues, restaurants and much 
more. Funds raised will help purchase needed 
resources for St James Playgroup. Contact 
Rosetta via the  Parish Office to reserve a book 
or digital copy. 

ST JAMES PLAYGROUP FUNDRAISER 

ROSTERS FOR THE WEEKEND 22/23 APRIL 

MASS TIMES SAT 6:00 PM SUN 8:30 AM SUN 10:30 AM SUN 5:00 PM 

LECTOR Cris Cabral Margaret Mangani Jo-Anne Dean Greg Peiris 

COMMENTATOR Cheryl Cabral Grace Cini Chris Daria Sonia Ryall 

SPECIAL 

MINISTERS OF 

COMMUNION 

Ria Wandersmith 

Leo Wandersmith 

Bernadette Hauk 

Jannine Warwick 

Terese Smith 

Carol Keating 

Irene O’Shanassy 

Maria Apulu 

Justin Galea 

Connie Galea 

Caterina Papavero 

Angel Hartanto 

Edo Satyadharma 

Anthony Landells 

Simon Beraldo 

Johan Fernando 

Darren Hili 

Stasha D’Souza 

Dylan Menezes 

Jess Gleeson 

PIETY STALL Janine Warwick Margaret Mangani Bev Winchcombe - 

VACUUMER Anita Di Pasquale ALTAR LINEN Annalise Fernandes  

CLEANERS Charmaine Joseph SOUP KITCHEN 
Michelle Castelino 

Ajay D’Almeida 

 

COUNTERS  

CHILDREN’S LOTW Restarting 30/04 
 Joseph Calleja 

Johnny Lapina 

Chris Johnson FLOWERS Cheryl and Fab  

Easter is the great feast of hope.  As we enter 
this season of hope, let us pray for the future of 
our church with more vocations to the Priesthood 
and Religious Life. 

EASTER AND VOCATIONS 

Thank you to all the Young Paulists who put 
together last weekend’s fundraiser of Hot Cross 
Buns. Thank you to the Parishioners who helped 
the YPs raise $2700 which support the MSSP 
mission projects and the works of the YP.  

HOT CROSS BUNS AND THANK YOU! 



 

Please remember to support our sponsors 

          BRIAN MARK 

R E A L  E S T A T E 

RESIDENTIAL SALES SPECIALIST 
  

Stephen Murphy 
4B Watton Street Werribee Victoria 3030 

Ph: 0402084613  All hours 
www.brianmark.com.au 

Paul 0400 419 419 

Licence: 42909 

All work guaranteed & insured 
All maintenance services 


