
 

 

4th Sunday of Advent 
20 December 2015 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday 9:00am-2:30pm 

Tues—Fri 9:00am-3:00pm 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Priest: 

Fr Jude Pirotta mssp 

Telephone: 9748 6800 

Facsimile: 9748 9791 

email: 
parish@stjamesapostlehcn.com.au 

Parish Secretaries: 
Red Lusterio 

Tita Manalo 

Admin Support: 

Maria Saldana 

Parish Bookkeeper: 
Tess Mijares 

Tues & Fri 9:30-3:30 

Parish Council President: 

Geralyn McCarthy 

Sacramental Co-Ord 

Other Schools: 
Rachelle Revell 
Ph: 0411 774 636 

rachelle.revell@gmail.com 

Youth Ministry 

Coordinator: 

Red Lusterio 0409 184 299 

St James Primary School: 
Telephone: 9749 1000 
Principal: Mary Abbott 
principal@sjhcn.catholic.edu.au 

St Francis Primary School: 
Telephone: 9731 6004 
Principal: Jan Keogh 
principal@sfatarneit.catholic.edu.au 

St Clare’s Primary School: 
Telephone: 9371 8400 
Principal: Andrew Leighton 
principal@sctruganina.catholic.edu.au 

Thomas Carr College: 
Telephone: 8734 2444 
Principal: Andrew Watson 

tcc@thomascarr.vic.edu.au 

Weekday Masses: 

Tues—Sat 9:00am 

1st Friday Monthly: 
Mass at 7:30pm 

Adoration at 8:00-9:00pm 

Reconciliation (Confession): 
Saturday: 9:30am-10:00am 

   5:00-5:30pm 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Contact Jacinta & John Fisher 

0438 793 630 
baptism@stjamesapostlehcn.com.au 

Weddings: 
By appointment only 

9748 6800 

336 Derrimut Rd, Hoppers Crossing North, 3029 

Under the Pastoral Care of the Paulist Missionaries 

www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au 

Dear Parishioners, Visitors and Friends, 

As we gather to celebrate Christmas, another year has passed with many events, 
public and private, touching our lives and those of the people in our parish community 
in various ways. No doubt, 2015 has brought its joys and sadness in different 
measure to each person: all colouring our memories of this past year. Let us strive to 
open our hearts to others, especially being aware of those who have lost a loved one 
since last Christmas, or the many over-burdened by worries, sickness and family 
problems or for any other reason. This year, we are invited by Pope Francis to be 
instruments of mercy, which means that we have to open our hearts to those living on 
the outmost fringes of society. We are called to believe that no one is ever beyond 
hope, past the point where God’s grace and love apply to them. God does not give 
up on people, even if they give up on themselves. This Christmas, may we reflect on 
the Incarnation as God’s invitation to us to see Him in our brothers and sisters who 
are hurting. 

Christmas is an opportunity to thank so many parishioners who give abundantly of 
their time and talents in making our parish the vibrant, faith-filled community that it is. 
It is calculated that over 300 parishioners take an active part in some form of ministry 
or parish activity, letting Christ’s light shine in the midst of the struggles and joys. To 
these volunteers who are the heartbeat of the parish, I am truly indebted.  

Some of the highlights of 2015 include the return of the Young Paulists from the 
Philippines after spending time in a Mission Immersion with the Paulist Missionaries 
and who gave tirelessly of their call to mission and service upon their return. We also 
had our rich Easter celebrations where we welcomed six new members into our faith 
family through the RCIA program, the farewell of Martin Enright after 21 years of 
service to our school community and the welcome of Mary Abbot as the new St 
James the Apostle primary school principal. We had the successful Parish Youth 
Camp in July at Lady Northcote Recreation Camp along with the establishment of the 
Church Extension Sub-committee and the official opening of our newest primary 
school, St Clare’s primary school in Truganina.  We additionally had the welcoming of 
new volunteers into our Function committee which now numbers over 14 people, the 
annual fete which again proved to be a success, the inaugural Bingo Ng Bayaan 
which raised over $6000 to support our Paulist missionaries in the Philippines and 
our ongoing faith formation through various guest speakers. 

I thank the principals and staff of our four schools who have worked strongly in 
partnership with myself and the parish in tirelessly providing a strong Catholic identity 
and high quality education, promoting the dignity and the potential of each person.  

May I take this opportunity to thank all our parishioners and friends here at St James 
for helping us along the journey; a special thank you to the Parish Council and the 
Parish Staff for their support throughout the year. To all parishioners, for your 
prayers, gifts, cards, and good wishes and for all that you do in actively revealing 
Emmanuel – God with us. Let this Christmas be a time of true conversion to God’s 
total self-emptying in Christ and his audacious identification with those on the 
periphery. As we approach this Christmas season, let it be a time in which we as the 
Church reclaim the powerlessness of Christ and the fundamental ethos of care for 
the weak and justice for the excluded. Then the Church can truly stand with 
confidence as the conduit of mercy and the sign of hope for all. 

Yours in mission, 
Fr Jude Pirotta mssp 
Parish Priest 

A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM FR JUDE 



Thanksgiving:    $    4638.80 

Presbytery:         $      976.35 

Flowers:        $        47.30 

Youth:           $        27.85 

COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND  

Next event is on Wed 03 Feb 2016 to kick off 
the New Year. At the moment this is still a 
mystery tour as the destination has not been 
determined. It is being advertised early as 
there will not be any Parish newsletters in 
January. Please book your places early as 
numbers are limited. Reservations and further 
details: Serita 9742 7568 or Reno 9748 7513. 

VINTAGE GROUP—UPCOMING EVENTS 

Dear Parishioners, 

Thank you for your support to the Thanksgiving 
Program and your pledges throughout the 
year.  Please ensure that all contributions for 
2015 are up to date before the end of the year 
for the balancing of our records. Once again 
thank you for your support to this program 
which allows us to continue our ministry and 
keep the Parish viable. 

Your receipts for your contributions this year 
can be found inside your box of Thanksgiving 
envelopes which you can now collect from the 
Narthex of the Church.  Please collect these so 
we do not need to spend money to mail them. 

May God bless you this Christmas and in the 
coming year. 
Fr Jude Pirotta 

THANKSGIVING PROGRAM 

A letter has been posted and emailed to all 
Leaders of Ministries within our Parish.  Please 
follow up with the people in your ministries as 
soon as possible for whom details are not 
completed specifically for Working With 
Children Checks and/or Police Checks. 

MINISTRY LEADERS 

The free Paulist’s Calendar 2016, generously 
provided by the Paulist Missionaries, is 
available from the Narthex, 1 copy per family. 

PAULIST’S CALENDAR 2016 

Christmas is a joyous and wonderful time in our community with 6 Masses between Christmas 
Eve and Christmas Day (see back of bulletin for details). To get the most out of this time, we rely 
on the help of our many volunteers. Please consider if you are able to help in the following ways: 

Liturgical Ministers: Most of the roles during the 6 Christmas Masses have been filled.  We are 
still looking for two Special Ministers of Communion for the 7:30am Christmas Day Mass and 
one Commentator and two Special Ministers of Communion for the 10:30am Mass.  Please 
indicate your help on the sheet in the Narthex. 

Altar Servers: We are looking for people to help Altar Serve for the 6 Masses.  We will roster 
you for only one Mass but please indicate in the sheet provided in the Narthex ALL your 
available times for balancing considerations. 

Ushers: We require Ushers at all of our Christmas Masses.  If you are able to help, please 
indicate on the sheet in the Narthex and the Hospitality Ministry will be in contact with you. 

Carpark Attendants: During the Christmas Eve Family Mass (6:30pm), Midnight Mass and the 
Christmas Day 10:30am Mass, parking will be available around the oval and behind the Church.  
Access will be through the normal Derrimut Road entrance.  Follow the directions of the Car 
Park Attendants.  We will be looking for more help with Car Park Attendants at these Masses, 
please indicate your availability on the sheet provided in the Narthex.  Please avoid driving over 
the Running Track or on the Oval itself. 

CHRISTMAS HELP NEEDED 

National Geographic names the Virgin Mary as 
the world’s most powerful woman.  Even 
though Mary is long deceased, she’s the 
perfect cover story for the Holiday Season.  
National Geographic has aired an episode that 
focused in on Jesus’ mother.  Mary’s image 
and legacy are found and celebrated around 
the world according to News Busters.  As a 
universal symbol of maternal love, as well as 
suffering and sacrifice, Mary is often the 
touchstone of our longing for meaning.  Her 
mantle offers both security and protection. 

MARY THE MOTHER OF JESUS 

High School Graduate seeking electricians in 
the Parish available to provide an 
apprenticeship for 2017.  Please contact Fr 
Jude if you are able to assist. 

ELECTRICAL APPRENTICESHIP 



ROSTERS FOR 26/27 DEC 

MASS TIMES ALL MASSES 

LECTOR 

Volunteers Needed 

COMMENTATOR 

SPECIAL 

MINISTERS OF 

COMMUNION 

COUNTERS 

Peter Evans 

Mark Dooley 

Marie D’Silva 

Chris Johnson 

Kevin Lloyd 

Joseph Calleja 

Peter Rabusin 

 

CLEANER’S 
Angela Gattellaro 

Barbara Fenech 

 

VACUUMER Marcial Aninon  

Let us pray and support those in our community 
who are sick.  We especially pray for Judy 
Bickley, Chetcuti Family, Peter McGlade, Karen 
Scheppeck, Charlie De Brincat, Fr Paul Kierce 
mssp, Arn Raj, Ramsay Penera, Leonila 
Raguine, Kim Sha, Policarpo Evangelio, 
Bienvenido Are, Loida Solinap, Flora Dimech, 
Dominic Joseph, Maurie Hall, Mary O’Neil,  
Chloe Adriano, Laurie Fenech, Kath Hall, 
Leonie Undy, Donaldine Lourensz, Liz Jordan, 
Hirushi Abeysinghe, Eduardo De Crescenzo, 
Antonius Markus Maspour, Fr Claude Borg 
mssp and all those who are ill. 

PRAYER LIST 
Please pray for our loved ones whom we 
remember especially Antonio Pozzuto, Orlan 
Sangalang and Jess Villar who all passed away 
recently, Catherine Ferdinandis, Corazon 
Bantilan, Angelo Magro, Michael and John 
Spiteri, Madeline and Joseph Abela, Joan and 
Jack Grimes, David and Lawrence Bracken, 
Lucia La Rocca, Henry Restall, Pat Foster, 
Susan Vida, Emy, Lilly and Henry Saffarese, 
Jake Shaw, Mathew Montebello, Alan and 
Adelaide Gamble, Maria and Leslie Hauk, 
Laszlo Szucs, Olga Salamon, Brian George 
Melville, Lancelot Anthony North and all whose 
anniversaries occur at this time. 

RECENTLY DECEASED & ANNIVERSARIES 

In showing our respect to God’s house, our 
place of worship, please be aware of keeping 
the Church tidy before you leave.  Thank you. 

KEEPING THE CHURCH TIDY 

Children attending the Christmas Eve Family 
Mass (Thurs 24 Dec at 6:30pm) are invited to 
dress up as shepherds, angels, etc to our 
celebration of Christmas together. 

CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY MASS 

This year there have been 187 children and 
infants baptised at St James the Apostle Parish. 
There will be no baptisms in January 
2016. February is already booked out, our next 
availability is 6 March 2016. 

Please note, as there are no baptisms in 
January, the baptism phone will not be 
answered in January. You can email 
baptism@stjamesapostlehcn.com.au and your 
email will be answered when we return from 
holidays.  

John & Jacinta Fisher 
Baptism Coordinators  

BAPTISM NEWS 

Fr Mark Grima, Superior General of the 
Missionary Society of St Paul, has written a 
Christmas Message on the Year of Mercy for all 
the Paulist Missionaries and those in the Paulist 
family.  You can find your free copy of this 
message from the Magazine rack. 

YEAR OF MERCY 

Thank you to Tony Bonnici for the works that he 
did in the Staff Carpark. 

Thank you to the Carpenter’s Club and all the 
volunteers who came on Saturday morning to 
set up for the Christmas Eve Family Mass. 

THANK YOU 

We thank Tess Mijares for her tireless work as 
Parish Bookkeeper over the last 8 years.  It is 
with sadness that we announce that Tess will be 
retiring in July 2016.  Her work and attention to 
detail has allowed our Parish to look to the future 
in creating and upgrading  the facilities and 
worship spaces we have to better cater for the 
needs of our ever growing Parish Community.  
You will be greatly missed Tess and enjoy your 
retirement. 

PARISH BOOKKEEPER 

Fr Jude and the Parish Council wish all our 
Parishioners and friends a very happy, holy 
Christmas and peace-filled New Year. 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 

mailto:baptism@stjamesapostlehcn.com.au


FIRST RITE OF RECONCILIATION: 
Wed  23 Dec 6:00pm—8:00pm 

CHRISTMAS EVE: 
Thurs 24 Dec 
6:00pm    Carols in St James Community Hall 
6:30pm    Vigil Mass (Family Mass) 
9:00pm    Mass (some carols pre-liturgy) 
11:30pm  Carols in the Church 
12:00       Midnight Mass in the Church 

CHRISTMAS DAY: 
Fri 25 Dec 
7:30am      Mass  
9:00am      Mass  
10:30am    Mass  

NEW YEARS: 
Thurs 31 Dec—New 
Years Eve 
6:00pm      Mass (last for the year) 

Fri 01 Jan—New Years Day 
10:30am     Mass (first for the year) 

ST JAMES CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 2015 

With the New Year approaching us, many of our 
formal Ministries and the Parish Office will be on 
holidays to allow all people involved to be 
refreshed and rejuvenated for 2016.  With this in 
mind please take note that: 

 The Parish Office will be closed from Sat 26 
Dec to Mon 04 Jan 2016. 

 Children’s Liturgy has finished and will resume 
on Sun 07 Feb 2016. 

 There will be no Parish Bulletin after this 
weekend.  It will resume on Sun 07 Feb 2016. 

 There will be no Rosters for the Ministries of 
Lector, Commentator, Altar Servers or Special 
Ministers of Communion after Christmas.  
They will start again on Sun 07 Feb 2016.  
Please offer your services for these 
Ministries during January when you arrive 
at Mass.  Church Cleaners and Vacuumers, 
please refer to your copy of your roster for 
when you are rostered during January. 

 There is no First Friday Adoration in January, 
and will resume on Fri 05 Feb 2016. 

 Sun Night Youth Group will resume on Sun 07 
Feb. 

JANUARY NOTICES 

To register your child for First Eucharist in 
2016, email rachelle.revell@gmail.com. 
Rachelle will email you the Registration Form 
in mid Jan and these forms, along with the 
payment for resources, will be required to 
complete Registration which will close on 
Fri 13 Feb 2016.  In 2016 classes for the 
Sacrament of Confirmation will follow after the 
classes for First Eucharist. 

For all those who are already part of the 
Sacramental Team and all those who would 
like to join the Team (leading and teaching 
Confirmation, First Eucharist and First 
Reconciliation classes to the children from 
Other Schools), there is a meeting on Thurs 07 
Jan at 7:00pm in the Presbytery. 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 2016 

Thank you to all the people who are now 
serving in our Function Committee. Next 
meeting is Fri 08 Jan at 7:00pm at the Parish. 

We especially thank Robyn Dyt for her service 
as member for 5 years and as Chair for the last 
2 of those years.  Robyn is stepping down as 
Chair for 2016 and we thank her for all the 
great work she has done in promoting and 
serving community through hospitality. 

FUNCTION COMMITTEE 

The Parish Community of St James welcomes 
all new Parishioners into the life of our Parish.  
Christ is the focus of all that we do here.   In the 
spirit and words of the Servant of God—Joseph 
De Piro, founder of the Paulist Missionaries, “If 
the Lord does not build the house, then in vain 
do the builders labour, Psalm 127:1”. 

For all those who have in the last year become 
part of our Parish, we invite you to the 10:30am 
Mass on Sun 17 Jan which will be followed by 
a BBQ lunch and a chance to meet members of 
our Parish, Parish Council, Parish Priest and 
Parish Ministry members.  Come for an 
afternoon of fellowship and discovering what 
our Parish has to offer you. 

NEW PARISHIONERS INVITATION 

Since the School Holidays started the Youth 
Ministry has helped Vinnies in preparing the 
Hampers for the families in our community and 
have been participating in the 5am Dawn 
Masses at St Peters. 

Tina Alphonso, President of the Hoppers 
Crossing North Vinnies Conference thanks all 
the youth that helped out saying ‘Our members 
were impressed by the enthusiasm of the youth 
taking the time during their holidays to come 
and help us… Their contribution has helped us 
immensely and will look forward to their 
assistance next year.’ 

YOUTH CORNER 


