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Dear Parishioners, Friends and Visitors, 

This week we celebrate Holy Week. We start on Sunday with the 

celebration of Palm Sunday, then Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy 

Saturday and Easter Sunday.  

Even though our church buildings are closed this year, the Church still 

celebrates this greatest of all weeks. We are the Church, we are the 

People of God, we are the Body of Christ. This year, due to the COVID-

19 pandemic, we are not able to come together as a visible Body and 

People, but we are still able to come together and celebrate in our 

homes. The family Church is at the basis of the Universal Church. There 

is no Universal Church if we do not share faith as a family.  

This year, in a very special way, we are being asked to be creative in the 

way we celebrate Holy Week. As usual, we will be using our parish 

website (stjamesapostlehcn.com.au), and our parish Facebook page 

(facebook.com/stjamesapostlehcn/) to provide resources to assist you at 

this time. The parish Facebook page is a public page and can be viewed 

by anyone, even if you do not have a personal Facebook account.  

May I suggest we create a sacred space in our homes at this time. This 

does not have to be a big space, a small coffee table would do the job. 

Place it in a place where it can become the focal point of your family 

life at least during this week.  

http://www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au/
http://www.facebook.com/stjamesapostlehcn/
http://www.facebook.com/stjamesapostlehcn/
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For Palm Sunday we can dress the table with a red cloth. We can place 

some olive or palm branches or any other type of greenery on the table, 

to remind us of the entry of Jesus in Jerusalem. We can even place the 

word Hosanna on this table, to remind us of the shouts of the people 

welcoming Jesus. As a family, we can then proclaim the gospel of the 

entry of Jesus into Jerusalem from the gospel according to Matthew 

(21:1-11). 

On Holy Thursday we remember service, the Eucharist and priesthood. 

We can cover our coffee table with a white cloth and place on it a small 

jug with water, a small bowl and a small towel. We can come together 

and read the narration of the Last Supper in the gospel according to 

John (13:1-15). John explains how Jesus washed the disciples’ feet as a 

sign of service. We can imitate this by going around and washing each 

other’s hands. We can also try to find time to pray in silence, thanking 

God for the gift of himself in the Eucharist. Please remember to pray for 

us priests. We need the prayers of you, the people of God, to continue 

our ministry among you. 

On Good Friday we can cover the coffee table with a red cloth and place 

a crucifix on it, to remind us of the fact that Jesus died for us. We can 

decorate the crucifix with flowers and candles as we do our own 

adoration of the cross. We can come together and read the passion of 

Christ from the gospel according to John (18:1-19:42). We can share the 

parts of this reading among different members of this family. It is 

important to spend some time in silence at the end of this reading.  
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The Crucifix with a lighted candle in front of it can stay on throughout 

Holy Saturday, as we continue to meditate the passion of Jesus. Perhaps 

we can find time to pray the Way of the Cross together, around the 

cross. 

On Holy Saturday evening and on Easter Sunday, we can cover the 

coffee table with a large white cloth. The abundance of cloth also 

celebrates the greatness of the feast. On top of the white cloth place a 

nice white burning candle. This candle represents Jesus that is now 

risen, and our own Baptism candle. Next to the candle place a big bowl 

of water. As a family, pray the prayer of blessing on the water: “May 

this water be for us a memorial of the Baptism we have received, and 

grant that we may share in the gladness of our brothers and sisters, who 

at Easter have received their Baptism, through Christ our Lord. Amen.”  

Bless yourselves with this water and then go around your house blessing 

each room in the house. At each room you can say a prayer of 

thanksgiving for the activities that happen in that particular room. You 

can also use the house blessing located here . Keep these symbols in a 

prominent place at least until the Sunday after Easter, or until Pentecost 

Sunday. You can bless yourself with the water every time you pass by 

this table, and before our prayers. Please also find here the readings the 

Church uses for the Easter Vigil. You may find time to reflect on one or 

more of these readings. 

https://www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au/?prayers=house-blessing
http://www.stjamesapostlehcn.com.au/?page_id=5969

